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Text: 1 Cor 15:9-11 

 When last we were in this part of chapter 15, we looked briefly at the Lord’s appearances, then 
refreshed some apologetics knowledge.   

 And as we saw last week (and were prayerfully blessed), because of the Lord’s glorious Resurrection 
and the subsequent reality that those who “die in Him” will be raised too, we have the honor of 
living in a steadfast, immovable manner, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in 
the Lord our labor (just like the Corinthians) IS NOT IN VAIN!!! 

 Again, Hallelujah!  He is SO worthy of our praise! 
 

Psa 103:1-5 ESV  Of David. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!  
(2)  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,  (3)  who forgives all your iniquity, who 
heals all your diseases,  (4)  who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love 
and mercy,  (5)  who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
 
Eph 1:3-6 ESV  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  (4)  even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love  (5)  he 
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,  (6)  to 
the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 

 

 So let’s be faithful to our King, Over Time!  Let’s not quit now!  Let us ATTACK THAT GATE!  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By the Grace of God, I am what I am! 
1. As we look at our text today, we need to do a little reading in order to see it correctly. 
2. The first temptation with such a text is to get a little “me” focused; to get a bit prideful; to say to the 

world, “ya’ll can’t stop me, I am what I am!”  
3. But I don’t think Paul meant it that way.  I don’t think he meant to communicate some sort of 

braggadocios feel here.  I don’t think he was boasting.  I actually think if anything, he was testifying 
to the grace and mercy of God. 

4. And here is why.  Let’s go to the book of Acts and get a sense of context: 
 

Act 7:54-60 ESV  Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth 



at him.  (55)  But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God.  (56)  And he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God."  (57)  But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped 
their ears and rushed together at him.  (58)  Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And 
the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.  (59)  And as they 
were stoning Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."  (60)  And falling to his knees he 
cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said this, he 
fell asleep. 

 
5. This incident followed the great testimony of “Deacon Stephen.”  Chosen as one of seven who 

would serve the people and assist the apostles, a “man full of faith, and of the Holy Spirit,” (Acts 
6:5), Stephen was arrested in a rising persecution against the early church.  His crime? 

 
Act 6:8-15 ESV  And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the 
people.  (9)  Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), 
and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and 
disputed with Stephen.  (10)  But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he 
was speaking.  (11)  Then they secretly instigated men who said, "We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and God."  (12)  And they stirred up the people and the elders 
and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council,  (13)  
and they set up false witnesses who said, "This man never ceases to speak words against this holy 
place and the law,  (14)  for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place 
and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us."  (15)  And gazing at him, all who sat in the 
council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 

 
6. In other words, there was no crime.  Stephen was innocent.  Nevertheless, he was seized and 

brought unjustly before “the council.” 
7. Stephen could have justly broke out my “favorite song: “He was lied on, cheated, talked about and 

mistreated…he was used…”   LOL! 
8. Nevertheless, Stephen went on to preach one of the most amazing sermons in the New Testament 

(Acts 7) in the midst of brutal pressure.  As we read above, it didn’t matter. 
9. The elders and scribes, stirred up by his enemies and by the words he spoke, stoned him and killed 

him, making Stephen one of the first martyrs of the church after Christ.  Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 
reports: 

About two thousand Christians, with Nicanor, one of the seven deacons, suffered martyrdom during 
the "persecution that arose about Stephen."  

The Power of God’s Forgiveness and Grace 
1. Now recall from Acts 7:58: 

 Act 7:58 ESV  Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down 
their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

2. Let us remember that Saul, also known as Paul (Acts 13:9): 

 Was “circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  (6)  as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless.” (Php 3:5-6 ESV) 

 He further said of himself in Jerusalem, "I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in 
this city, educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our 



fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are this day.  (4)  I persecuted this Way to the death, 
binding and delivering to prison both men and women,  (5)  as the high priest and the whole 
council of elders can bear me witness. From them I received letters to the brothers, and I 
journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in bonds to 
Jerusalem to be punished.” (Act 22:3-5 ESV)   

 
3. Educated, cultured, sophisticated, and one who should have known better, Saul was part of the 

unleashing of a great persecution against Christ’s church.  He consented to it, observed Stephen’s 
execution with self-righteous satisfaction, and considered it a great service to God to round up 
Christians for punishment!  
 
Act 8:1-3 ESV  And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution 
against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and 
Samaria, except the apostles.  (2)  Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over 
him.  (3)  But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and 
women and committed them to prison. 
 

4. At one point, the apostle’s were afraid of him!  I would have been too!    
 
Act 9:26 ESV  And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were 
all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 
 

5. But look at the grace and forgiveness of God! 

 Let’s read Acts 9:1-22 

 Hallelujah!  The Lord chose a man who had done “much evil” to the Lord’s saints to be an 
apostle to the Gentiles! 

 He chose a man who was so deceived that he thought he was serving God by fighting against 
God’s church to take the Gospel around the world! 

 He chose a man who literally went house to house hunting for Christians, who dragged off both 
men and women to prison, who although claiming to be righteous, breathed threats of murder 
against the disciples of the Lord! 

 And not only did He choose him, He delivered him, strengthened him, called him to a life of 
wonderful suffering for the sake of His glorious Name, and caused others to glorify God 
because of Him!  Look…. 

 
Gal 1:13-24 ESV  For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of 
God violently and tried to destroy it.  (14)  And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my 
own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers.  (15)  But 
when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace,  (16)  was 
pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not 
immediately consult with anyone;  (17)  nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles 
before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.  (18)  Then after three 
years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days.  (19)  But I saw 
none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother.  (20)  (In what I am writing to you, 
before God, I do not lie!)  (21)  Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.  (22)  And I was 
still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.  (23)  They only were hearing 
it said, "He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy."  (24)  
And they glorified God because of me. 



In Summary: 

 So when Paul declares, “But by the grace of God, I am what I am,” that isn’t some man-centered, 
empowerment phrase.  This isn’t some catchy, I’m about to takeover jingle!  

 Paul declares it because he’s personally seen the grace of God towards sinners, of whom he 
declared himself “chief”: 

 
1Ti 1:15 KJV  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 

 
 His declaration was in humility: “I am the least of apostles, and unworthy to be called an apostle…” 

(1 Cor 15:9).  

 His declaration was based on God’s grace…His unmerited favor in the lives of sinners. (1 Cor 15:10) 

 Even his work ethic is attributed to God’s grace. (1 Cor 15:10) 

 Finally he declares it’s not about him, or the other apostles.  They simply preached and by God’s 
grace, people believed. (1 Cor 15:11) 

 Here are a few simple things we can be strengthened in today: 
 

1. In our own way, at some time or another, have we too have persecuted the church of God?  
Think about it. 

2. Regardless, we’ve all fought against Christ and His Word at some point. 
3. We are sinners, saved only by grace!  Regardless of our past, for reasons that are too wonderful 

for us to understand, He chose us!!! 
4. By His grace alone, the scales have fallen off our eyes!!  We didn’t even know they were there!! 
5. Therefore, we too can declare, for His own glory, that “by the grace of God, despite my 

weaknesses, persecutions, deceptions, arrogance, pride, foolishness, and selfishness, I am 
what I am.”  

 
And may we too “preach.”  And may many others “believe.” (1 Cor 15:11) 
 
Amen. 


