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Our Text: 1 Cor 15:50-58 

 Brothers and sisters, why can we stand for Christ with joy?  Why can we do “what thus says the Lord” with 
passion and vigor?  Why can we push against cultural mores and celebrated unrighteousness with the truth 
of Scripture with love and grace?  Why is it that “giving up” doesn’t have to be an option for Christians? 

 Friends, we can do these things because of the victory of Christ over demons, sin, and death on the cross, 
AND the coming manifestation of that Future Victory! 

 
Col 2:13-15 ESV  And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,  (14)  by canceling the record of debt that 
stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  (15)  He disarmed the rulers 
and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. 
 
Eph 2:12-16 ESV  remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world.  (13)  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
(14)  For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing 
wall of hostility  (15)  by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create 
in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,  (16)  and might reconcile us both to God in 
one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 
 
Heb 2:14-15 ESV  Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,  
(15)  and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 
 
Rom 8:22-39 ESV  For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth 
until now.  (23)  And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  (24)  For in this hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?  (25)  But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  (26)  Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we 
do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep 
for words.  (27)  And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  (28)  And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.  (29)  For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers.  (30)  And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.  (31)  What then shall we say to these things? If 
God is for us, who can be against us?  (32)  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 
will he not also with him graciously give us all things?  (33)  Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? 
It is God who justifies.  (34)  Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died--more than that, who was 
raised--who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.  (35)  Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?  
(36)  As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered."  (37)  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  (38)  For 
I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,  
(39)  nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 



in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Hallelujah! 

 Why are we taking the time to read through these wonderful passages and rejoice? 

 Because frankly, CRCC needs these times…both for what we’ve endured AND for what we WILL endure. 

 There are ugly black gates out there: abortion, gay marriage, continuing family destruction, loss of our 
children at astronomical rates, rampant sin and love of the world in the church, cultural accusations against 
the church, debt, poverty, and the loss of the willingness to preach the whole Gospel, calling men to repent 
and believe, and an unwillingness to conform to what Scripture clearly  teaches even within the church. 

 In other words, lots of bad news and hard work. 

 BUT as we mentioned last week, this life of cross-carrying is worth it!  May Christ be glorified through our 
dying to self and our attempts to lovingly please Him! 

 He alone is worthy of praise and honor!  He is worthy of our continuing love and obedience! 
 

Rev 7:9-12 ESV  After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,  (10)  and crying out with a loud 

voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"  (11)  And all the angels 
were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God,  (12)  saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 
 
 
Future Victory! 
(1Co 15:50 ESV) I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable. 

 Why?  Because God is a Spirit, whose being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, wisdom and truth are 
infinite, eternal, and unchangeable!  

 God is holy, a truth we don’t like to think about.  Nothing impure, nothing unholy, nothing tainted can 
be with Him. One day, we will walk in the fulfillment of Psa 24:3-4 ESV - Who shall ascend the hill of the 
LORD? And who shall stand in his holy place?  (4)  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does 
not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. 

 Gal 5:19-21 ESV  Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,  (20)  
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,  (21)  envy, 
drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 Rev 21:27 ESV  But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, 
but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

 Rev 22:14-15 ESV  Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of 
life and that they may enter the city by the gates.  (15)  Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the 
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.  

 But God in His great mercy decided to save to the uttermost… 
 
(1Co 15:51 ESV) Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

 We will be changed!  Some of us will be alive when Jesus comes and will be glorified at that moment! 
 
(1Co 15:52 ESV) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 



 Sin will be fully and finally dealt with!  Our sin natures will be gone!   

 It will come swiftly!  In the blink of an eye Christ will be here!  Are you ready?  

 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, 
who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words. (1Th 4:16-18 ESV) 

 
(1Co 15:53 ESV) For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality. 

 Because of the holy, immutable nature of God, that which can die due to sin must be transformed.  We 
will put on immortality; it’s the only way we can exist in complete fellowship with Him! 

 
(1Co 15:54 ESV) When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall 
come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." 

 This means that the last enemy…death…is defeated (1 Cor 15:26), as Isaiah prophesied in Isa 25:8: He 
will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of 
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. (Isa 25:8 ESV) 

 Death, in the below verses, is framed as a person.  Look at “his” final fate! 

 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled 
away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead 
were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up 
the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, 
each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of 
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  (Rev 20:11-15 ESV) 

 
(1Co 15:55 ESV) "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" 

 Yes!  This is the attitude of the Christian!  Here is a good place to anchor your joy in Christ! 

 Because of the finished work of Jesus, even death is defeated! 

 Precious friends, don’t let the flesh, the world, and the devil steal this sort of joy-producing truth from 
your daily living! 

 When things are all crazy, evil seems to be winning, circumstances seem dark, and people are tripping, 
remember; “O death, where is your victory?”  

 
(1Co 15:56 ESV) The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

 When you understand where you were, you can appreciate where the Lord has brought you. 

 We were all “sold under sin.” (Rom 7:14) 

 Indeed, it was our inability to keep the holy standards of God (The Law) that condemned us… 

 Rom 3:19-20 ESV  Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.  (20)  For by 
works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of 
sin. 

 1Jn 3:4 ESV  Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 

 Rom 7:9-13 ESV  I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive 
and I died.  (10)  The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me.  (11)  For sin, 
seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.  (12)  So the 



law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.  (13)  Did that which is good, then, 
bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that 
sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 

 Gal 3:21-22 ESV  Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been 
given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law.  (22)  But the Scripture 
imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who 
believe. 

 
(1Co 15:57 ESV) But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 By His holy suffering and shed blood… 

 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us--for it is written, "Cursed is 
everyone who is hanged on a tree"--  (14)  so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to 
the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. Gal 3:13-14 ESV   

 Hallelujah! 
 
(1Co 15:58 ESV) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

 So friends, as Paul used this chapter, beginning with the Gospel and concluding with an extensive 
explanation of the glory which awaits the people of God, to exhort Corinth…we exhort you again!   

 Because of Christ’s Gospel and the sure knowledge of eternal life and glorification…. 
 

1. Be steadfast in your love for God!  Worship Him!  Be passionate about Him!  Honor Him!  Fear 
Him!  Bow before Him!  Set your heart upon Him first!  Make sure your life revolves around Him! 

2. Be immovable as you hold to His truths!  Read the Word of God!  Saturate your lives and family 
with Scripture!  Allow no one or nothing to take you captive by philosophy or empty deceit!  
Hold the line! 

3. Abound in obedience!  Don’t just read it; DO!  “Abound” means to “do in excess; to excel.”  In 
the power of the Holy Spirit, excel in the Word!  Go overboard to please Him!  ABOUND in 
holiness!  ABOUND in righteousness!  ABOUND in love and forgiveness!  ABOUND in grace! 

 
Knowing that your labor is not in vain! 

 
And may our King and Master, our Lord and Savior, Jesus, give us mercy as we serve Him and one another.  May 
He allow us to walk in the knowledge of His future victory, and because we are in Him, ours too.   
 
Amen. 


