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Congratulations to our new Deacons!  
 
Text: 1 Cor 7:17-24 

 Over the last few weeks as we’ve walked through 1 Corinthians chapter 6 and the beginning of 
chapter 7, it can be said that the Holy Spirit has been helping us with our current relational 
“callings.”  

 Indeed, the context and purpose of this entire chapter is for relational encouragement: singles and 
marrieds being content where they are. 

 But briefly, before returning to relationships in verse 25, Paul expands the context to include 
ceremonial and Old Covenant practices (circumcision), financial and employment conditions 
(bondservant or freedman), and finally a wonderfully freeing phrase and truth: contentment in 
“whatever condition.” 

 Now, let me say that this word “calling” gets used and abused very often in church circles.  And yes it 
is true that God often “calls” someone to do a certain thing, like these new deacons have been 
called by God to their office.  The term gets abused when man does the calling and God is left out of 
it! 

 But just as in this text, Paul obviously desired to encourage the Corinthian church to love God 
through their contentment and obedience.  I want to encourage our church in the ultimate calling as 
well: keeping the commandments of God. 

 The writer of Ecclesiastes summed it up well:  
 

The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man.  (14)  For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether good or evil.  (Ecc 12:13-14 ESV)  

 

 Under the inspiration of the Spirit, Moses said,  
 

"And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to 
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul,  (13)  and to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you 
today for your good? Deu 10:12-13 ESV  

 
 And our Lord and King Jesus said, 
 

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. (14:15 ESV) 
 

 In his first epistle, the Apostle John said, 
 

1Jn 2:1-5 ESV  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  (2)  He is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  (3)  And by 
this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.  (4)  Whoever says "I 
know him" but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him,  (5)  but 
whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are 
in him: 

 



1Jn 5:1-3 ESV  Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him.  (2)  By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments.  (3)  For this is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 

 
John also wrote this in the book of Revelation: 

 
Rev 14:12 ESV  Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of 
God and their faith in Jesus. 

 
Encouragement in “Whatever Condition” 
 
1. In verse 17 of our text, the Holy Spirit through Paul once again exalts the sovereignty of God.   

a. Who “assigns a certain life?” God does!   
b. I know that doesn’t always seem fair, but we must understand this critical biblical worldview 

point.  God does NOT grant all gifts, callings, blessings, and difficult times equally (Eph 4:7; 1 
Cor 12:11), but He is always fair. 

c. Because He is a righteous judge (Ps 7:11), His decisions are flawless.  A biblical worldview 
declares that God sovereignly determines outcomes, lifting up who He wants, and placing 
low who He wants; many times for eternal and good purposes we struggle to see. 

d. For the true Christian who isn’t caught in cultural standards, this is good news!  We see life 
as an assignment.  

2. Verses 17-18 helped the Corinthian church get free from regulations already completed in Christ.  
The Mosaic Law for covenant circumcision is disestablished; “circumcision” now a matter of the 
heart (Rom 2:29).  We don’t have to seek physical marks to be in communion with Christ. 

3. Verses 19-22 brings emotional freedom to any in the Corinthian church who may not have had as 
much as others, or who might have been a bondservant and subsequently felt inferior in the church.  
(Note: Roman slavery wasn’t like American slavery.)   

a. The point is that the call to salvation far supersedes all others!  Every bondservant who 
could work to be free should do so, but should also recognize that all Christians are the 
Lord’s “freedmen!” 

b. Christian freedom doesn’t mean we do what we want.  We are also bondservants of Christ.  
We are still required to love Him through our obedience. (v22) 

4. Verse 23 encourages a real, tangible, “free” way of living that the Christian might more fully serve 
Christ.   

a. We were purchased by His blood.  We should live the kind of life that is increasingly free 
from any sort of slavery to men, women, and institutions, ideals, ideas, and mindsets that 
would keep us from remaining with God. 

5. So, regardless of whatever condition one was in when called to Christ, the goal is serving God! (v24)   
a. The goal is a grace-based but lawful keeping of the commandments of God.  The goal is 

living a life of obedience that honors the call and magnifies Christ! 
b. Eph 4:1-6 ESV  I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of 

the calling to which you have been called,  (2)  with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love,  (3)  eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace.  (4)  There is one body and one Spirit--just as you were called to the one 
hope that belongs to your call--  (5)  one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  (6)  one God and 
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 



c. The point is whether single or married, old or young, black or white, rich or poor, slave or 
free, man or woman…live a life of obedience as you are called! 

 
A quick note: 
 
1. Some of you may have never heard a message of obedience tied to love.  Because our church 

culture has swung hard in the “no law” direction, any talk of standards, precepts, absolute right and 
wrongs, sin, etc., is frowned upon. 

2. Therefore, “love” has lost much of its true biblical meaning. 
3. The most tragic result of this is what it has done to the Gospel.  Men no longer fear God and no 

longer understand that Christ died because of our sin (our lawbreaking) and that our judgment 
without Christ will be by the Law. 

 1Jn 3:4 ESV  Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 

 Jas 2:10-12 ESV  For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it.  (11)  For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not 
murder." If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of 
the law.  (12)  So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 

 
What does keeping the commandments of God really mean? 
 
1. Well first, friends, it doesn’t mean trying to work your way into heaven. We are not saved by law 

keeping. 
a. Eph 2:8 ESV  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God, 
b. Gal 2:16 ESV  yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith 

in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 

2. But it does mean that those who are saved understand that to love God is to keep His Word! 
a. 2Jn 1:6 ESV  And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the 

commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it. 
b. You’ll note over and over that in Scripture, obeying God is often connected with love! 

3. In fact, we understand that even the Moral Law (The Ten Commandments) is about demonstrating 
love: first to God (commandments 1-4) then to one another (commandments 5-10).  We must love 
lawfully!  

a. Rom 13:8-10 ESV  Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law.  (9)  For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery, 
You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet," and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  (10)  Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 
4. Therefore, to keep God’s commandments means: 

a. To repent and believe in Christ 
 

Act 17:30-31 ESV  The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent,  (31)  because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead." 



 
1Jn 3:23 ESV  And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 

 
b. To begin living a life of holiness by the Word of God 
 

Joh 14:21 ESV  Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And 
he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." 

 
c. To love God with all our hearts, minds, souls, and strength and others as ourselves: 

 
Mat 22:37-40 ESV  And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.  (38)  This is the great and first commandment.  
(39)  And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  (40)  On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets." 

 
Amen! 


