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Let’s read Paul’s final instructions from this Epistle: 1 Cor 16:12-24 

 We began walking through 1 Corinthians on June 2, 2013.  MUCH has changed since then.  We’ve 
won some battles and lost a few as well, but we knew this epistle would change CRCC… 

 I SO admire and appreciate those that allow Scripture to change them!  Truly Scripture declares: 
 
Jas 1:22-25 ESV  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  (23)  For if anyone 
is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.  
(24)  For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.  (25)  But the one who 
looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who 
acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

 
 When talking about this epistle while drafting this sermon, Pastor Wilson said, “We’ve been through 

the fire, we’ve been through the flood.”  Amen! 
 
Recall some Expository Preaching Distinctives: “Why we do this” 
1. Expository preaching expresses exactly the will of God, allowing God to speak and not man. 
2. Expository preaching retains the thoughts and intents of the Holy Spirit. 
3. Expository preaching frees the preacher to proclaim all the revelation of God, producing a ministry 

of wholeness and integrity. 
4. Expository preaching promotes biblical literacy, yielding rich knowledge of redemptive truths. 
5. Expository preaching transforms the preacher, leading to transformed congregations. 
 
Implications for CRCC from June 2, 2013 
1. Friends, we take Scripture in large sections like this ultimately because we want this church and our 

lives to reform and conform according to the “mind of Christ.” (1 Cor 2:16) 
2. 1 Corinthians is at its core a letter of instruction written by the Apostle Paul to a church in the 

middle of a sexually perverse, pagan, idolatrous, “tolerant,” and relativistic culture. 
3. Those cultural dynamics made it a difficult place to minister and maintain any sense of unity.  In the 

middle of all that, Paul proclaims a God-given standard in key areas; areas in which we still struggle 
today.   

4. As we read and study this letter, I expect CRCC will be exhorted by the Spirit of God to reform 
more and more as we bring ourselves further under apostolic teaching, written by the Spirit of 
God Himself (2 Pet 1:21). 

 
Our Text Today: 
1. As Paul concludes the letter, he writes a few personal notes as he does in other inspired epistles.  In 

this case, he gives an update on Apollos, exhortations to be subject to and recognize leaders like 
Stephanus and others, and he reads greetings from close friends like Aquila and Prisca and the 
church that met in their home.  He encourages unity displayed by “a holy kiss” and warns the church 
to love the Lord or be accursed. 

2. Hermeneutically, it is always good to consider the genre of a Scripture text when interpreting.  Being 
able to discern the didactic (or teaching) parts versus the personal greetings as an example, keeps us 
out of trouble.  Clearly, Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus are dead, so WE wouldn’t try to 
recognize them (v18)…nor do we expect Timothy to come walking through the door! (v10)   



3. What we can glean from this sort of text are principles.  The verses I’d like you to consider are 13-14: 
 

Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love.  (1Co 
16:13-14 ESV) 

 
4. Here is the way I’d like you to approach this passage today: PERSONALLY. 

a. Paul has taught this church much in this letter.  They were to stand firm in faith as they 
received the Word.  How have YOU received the Word? 

b. What Paul taught requires maturity (acting like men not boys)!  Have YOU matured? 
c. Paul essentially reformed the church in critical areas and called them to be strong in the 

doing.  Are YOU strong in the doing? 
d. For those standing firm in faith, maturing, and walking in strong obedience, are YOU doing 

all that in Love? 
5. I cannot think of a better way to put these principles to the test than to review our 10 Key Passages! 
 
Back on June 2, 2013, we mentioned 10 Key Passages around 10 Key Themes of 1 Corinthians.  Let’s 
see how we did! 
 
1. Dealing with Church Division: 1Co 1:10 ESV - I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the 
same mind and the same judgment. 

a. Our prayer was: Lord, may you cause our homes and church to become more unified as we 
study this letter.  May we love one another better, serve together better, and unite around 
the mind of Christ. 

b. How did we do?  Did we “watch?”  Did we apply our faith?  Are we stronger in love? 
 
2. Preaching the True Gospel: 1Co 1:17-18 ESV  For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the 

gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  (18)  
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 

a. Our prayer was: Lord, may CRCC preach “Christ and Him crucified” regardless of the cost.  
And may You save many and give us victory over our spiritual enemies in the process. 

b. How did we do?  Are we any more willing and enthused to minister Christ’s gospel? 
 
3. Confronting Arrogance and Administering Church Discipline:  

 1Co 4:5-6 ESV  Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, 
who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the 
heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.  (6)  I have applied all these 
things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may learn by us not to go 
beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. 

 1Co 5:4-5 ESV  When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, 
with the power of our Lord Jesus,  (5)  you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 
a. Our prayer was: Lord, humble us under your hand, and show us how to conform to 

discipline you have commanded…in love. 
b. This one is hard to discern because discipline is rarely public, but what do you think? 

 



4. Fleeing Sexual Immorality: 1Co 6:18-20 ESV  Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person 
commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body.  (19)  Or do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You 
are not your own,  (20)  for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

a. Our prayer was: Purify us, oh Lord! 
b. Again, this sin is rarely public…at first.  Are you stronger here?  Fighting harder? 

 
5. Building right Views on Singleness and Marriage: 1Co 7:1-2 ESV  Now concerning the matters about 

which you wrote: "It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman."  (2)  But because 
of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her 
own husband. 

a. Our prayer was: Protect our homes, oh Lord!  Push the enemy away from every marriage 
and single!  Give us the strength to walk in love and holiness! 

b. This battle continues to rage.  What can we do better to protect marriage and singles? 
 
6. Warnings against Idolatry: 1Co 10:7-11 ESV  Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is 

written, "The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play."  (8)  We must not indulge in 
sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day.  (9)  We must 
not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents,  (10)  nor grumble, as 
some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.  (11)  Now these things happened to them as 
an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 

a. Our prayer was: Oh Lord, may this series help us ensure that YOU ALONE receive our 
worship! 

b. I’m not sure what to say here.  Maybe, “help Lord?” 
 
7. Modesty and Gender Roles: 1Co 11:2-3 ESV  Now I commend you because you remember me in 

everything and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you.  (3)  But I want you to 
understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of 
Christ is God. 

a. Our prayer was: Father, help us raise up your loving standards for men and women, 
according to your will and for our good! 

b. Watchfulness?  Faith?  Strength?  Did we mature?  Have we loved? 
 

8. Spiritual Gifts and their Purpose: 1Co 12:5-7 ESV  and there are varieties of service, but the same 
Lord;  (6)  and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in 
everyone.  (7)  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

a. Our prayer was: Lord, help us incorporate these blessed gifts more into the life of our 
church, for your glory and the building up of your house! 

b. Have we the faith, strength and maturity to press forward here? 
 
9. Order in the Church:  

 1Co 14:26-28 ESV  What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a 
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.  (27)  If 
any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let someone 
interpret.  (28)  But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and 
speak to himself and to God. 

 1Co 14:33-35 ESV  For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of the 
saints,  (34)  the women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, 



but should be in submission, as the Law also says.  (35)  If there is anything they desire to learn, 
let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. 

 1Co 14:40 ESV  But all things should be done decently and in order. 
a. Prayer: Lord, we don’t have the right to establish our own order; you’ve already done that!  

Help us to learn and conform! 
b. CRCC, how have we done?  Have we loved one another well through this reformation? 

 
10. Understanding the Resurrection: 1Co 15:17-22 ESV  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

futile and you are still in your sins.  (18)  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished.  (19)  If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.  (20)  
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  (21)  
For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  (22)  For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 

a. Prayer: Lord, help us to live with the joy of the Resurrection and an eternal perspective! 
b. Is the strength of our joy stronger?  Is our faith in His coming more passionate?   

 
A Few Personal Lessons I learned from 1 Corinthians: 

1. Again, one lesson I’ve learned is how wonderful it is when God’s people allow Scripture to 
change them. The McLeod family has markedly shifted, as many of your families have as well, 
and I’m amazed by that!  God is good! 

2. I’ve learned that sometimes, obeying Scripture is hard!   There will be a few “gut checks” on 
this journey with our Lord.  There is such a thing as “fake maturity” that surfaces when tests 
come. 

3. I’ve reaffirmed that spiritual warfare is real.  Satan despises a church that is open to be changed 
by “the Spirit and the Letter” and will attack it relentlessly. 

4. I’ve learned that our battle with being concerned about what the WORLD thinks is harder than 
WE think. 

5. And I’ve learned that God IS faithful, who “will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but 
with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 
(1 Cor 10:13) 

 
May we always have a heart to obey Christ and grow in His grace.  Let us be watchful, stand firm, be 
mature, and be strong.  May we do all things in love. 
 
Amen. 


