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Text: John 14:1-6 

 Obviously, we are pausing 1 Corinthians today.   Actually, we’ll likely return to it in January. 

 But this last week, as I battled a very debilitating illness, I could not get thoughts of faith…simply 
trusting God…out of my mind. 

 Scripture calls our faith a shield: 
 Eph 6:16 ESV  In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish 

all the flaming darts of the evil one; 

 Therefore at a minimum, it is a great defensive weapon against dedicated demonic attack.  But it is 
more than that. 

 
The Power of Faith  
1. A simple word today: a troubled heart is healed by faith in God!  A down spirit is healed by faith in 

Christ!  His promise of a prepared place is true! (v1) 
2. Think about it CRCC; when you are downcast, sullen, lacking joy and fervor, blah, frustrated, and 

about to quit…is true biblical faith present? 
a. Psa 42:5 ESV  Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation 
b. Psa 42:11 ESV  Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. 
3. Look at the promise in verse 2! 

a. Oh, how we need to emulate the faith of the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and early 
church!  They knew they were heaven bound and it produced a different kind of joy!  They 
knew... 

b. …that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.  (29)  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers.  (30)  And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.  (31)  What then shall we say to 
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? (Rom 8:28-31 ESV)   

4. Faith is the opposite of depression; faith in Christ is the foundation of joy; fervent faith in God is the 
mountain moving motivation for a Monday!  

5. Faith (hope), when expressed in love (Rom 5:5) causes a Christ-focused life that doesn’t lack for zeal, 
isn’t satisfied with ungodliness, and lives to gain an eternal tomorrow. 

6. Biblical faith understands the singular Way, the only Truth, and eternal Life, and connects the daily 
trials and triumphs accordingly. (v6) 

7. Satan attacks faith because without it, hope is lost, the temporal and the circumstantial becomes 
king, and the Saints move toward a worldly focus. 

8. Faith in our Savior, His finished work, and His eternal promises of Heaven lifts us out of the dry 
seasons, gives us a heavenward perspective, rejuvenates us in the battle, and brings joy 
unspeakable: John 16:24 ESV  Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will 
receive, that your joy may be full. 

9. Indeed, the Christian life is a life of believing. 
a. Believing in the one, true God of Scripture 
b. Believing in God the Son as the only resurrected Savior, Redeemer, and King of Kings. 
c. Believing in the Holy Scriptures…that believing moving us to joyful obedience 



d. Believing in the power of the Holy Spirit who enables, empowers, gives gifts, fills and 
renews, and sets free! 

 
Reminder concerning Biblical Faith 
1. Biblical faith asks, believes, and trusts. 
2. It asks according to His will (1 Jn 5:14), believes that God can do all things (Mk 10:27), and trusts in 

His sovereign answer (Matt 26:39). 
3. Biblical faith is always IN God and FOR God’s glory that He might be pleased: Heb 11:6 ESV  And 

without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

 
Some Old Fashioned Trusting God…Because we need this RIGHT NOW! 
1. But one cannot read the Gospels, Acts, and the Epistles without seeing the power of God also 

manifested on earth.  Fact. 
2. So, yes, our perspective is eternal and our view of sovereignty causes us to cry out for God’s will for 

His glory alone above any and every personal want…and, yes, the apostles are all in heaven; but 
does that mean He can’t answer prayer now for His glory?  Certainly Not! 
3. I’m asking the Lord to cause our learning not to puff us up but to increase our faith! (Luke 17:5) 

May we always avoid the error of the Pharisees: 
 
Joh 5:39 ESV  You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and 
it is they that bear witness about me, 
 
Joh 5:46-47 ESV  For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me.  (47)  But if 
you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?" 
 

4. Remember, hyper, unbiblical faith either casts aside Scripture or yanks verses out of their intended 
context, but just as bad, dead faith doesn’t move (Jam 2:17) AND acts as if God doesn’t move (Matt 
9:28-29)!  There was NOTHING dead about the apostolic church!  We don’t want to be in either 
place, CRCC! 

5. CRCC, I just believe that this particular church needs a bit of old school faith right now…  
a. The kind of faith that expects God to intervene on behalf of His children for His glory! 
b. The kind of faith that believes God still does the impossible! 
c. The kind of faith that believes in walking in the power of the Holy Spirit! 
d. The kind of faith that obeys Scripture regardless of circumstances! 
e. The kind of faith that won’t be afraid of the demonic and destroys his devices! 
f. The kind of faith that believes God’s promises! 

6. CRCC, if I may: 
a. It’s okay to trust God!   

Psa 31:14 ESV  But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, "You are my God." 
Psa 91:2 ESV  I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust." 

 
b. It’s okay to have faith in God! 

Mar 11:22-24 ESV  And Jesus answered them, "Have faith in God.  (23)  Truly, I say to you, 
whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and thrown into the sea,' and does not doubt in 
his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him.  (24)  
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will 
be yours. 



 
c. It’s okay to stand on His Word! 

2Th 2:15 ESV  So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught 
by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter. 

 
d. It’s okay to have hope!   

Heb 11:1 ESV  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. 

 
Yes, there have been many abusive teachings about faith, but we must pursue the biblical version!  Our 
God and Christ isn’t dead, He lives!  He still saves!  He still delivers!  He still heals!  He still empowers 
and helps us!  He still renews His mercies morning by morning! 
 
CRCC, trust God.  Trust His Word.  Refuse to allow the enemy to steal your joy, zeal for the gospel, gifts, 
service, and love, “for we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2Co 5:7 ESV)   
 
CRCC, I still believe we serve an all powerful, all knowing, everywhere present, overcoming and 
victorious King who appeared to DESTROY the works of the devil (1 Jn 3:8).  How about you?  
 

For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world--our faith.  (5)  Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? 
--1Jn 5:4-5 ESV   

 
Amen! 

 
 
 


