
 

 

Christmas is about the Gospel! 
December 20, 2015 

 
Text: Matthew 1:18-3:12 
For several years now, we’ve tried to incorporate the reading of larger sections of scripture into our 
sermons a few times per year.  This is both an Old and New Testament practice: 
 

 Neh 9:3  And they stood up in their place and read from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God 
for a quarter of the day; for another quarter of it they made confession and worshiped the LORD 
their God. 

 1Ti 4:13  Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 
 
Let us read this section of scripture with reverence and attention.  May we all be reminded of our simple 
lesson today… 
 
Christmas is about the Gospel! 
 
Thoughts: 
 
First, let me say that I love this time of year!  I love the sights, sounds, smells.  I love the cookies, the 
bread, the cakes! :)  Although I’m not too fond of the consumerism, I love the giving of thoughtful gifts, 
particularly when we give the Word of God and when we give in a way that lifts people and meets true 
needs.   
 
BUT… 
 
Christmas is about the Gospel.  Christmas is about the Son of God and God the Son coming to earth to 
live the perfect, Law-keeping life in our place, dying a brutal death for our sin on the cross to satisfy 
the just wrath of our Holy God!  Jesus, born to die and rise from the dead, proved His deity, ascended 
to the right hand of the Father, and will come again!  Jesus is God with us…Immanuel! 
 
Let’s look: 
 
1. Jesus, conceived by the Holy Spirit! (1:18) 
2. Jesus, protected by angels (1:19-20) 
3. Jesus, His very name speaks of His purpose: to save his people from their sins! (1:21) 
4. Jesus, fully God and fully man! (1:23) 
5. Jesus, born the King of the Jews! (2:2) 
6. Jesus, the fulfiller of prophecy! (2:5-6) 
7. Jesus, the one we worship! (2:11) 
8. Jesus, the one satan hates! (2:13-18) 
9. Jesus, the one in whose name we preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”(3:1-3) 
10. Jesus, the only Savior from the wrath of God. (3:11-12) 
 
The birth of Christ is the invasion of the divine into the temporal; the breaking in of the redemptive plan 
of God, foretold from the Garden of Eden!  It is the coming of the sin-bearer, the propitiation, the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world, the Seed of the Woman, the Lion from the Tribe of Judah who 
has conquered! 



 

 

 
The birth of Christ shook the gates of hell and announced the coming of the King by whom the power of 
satan would be broken! (1 John 3:8) 
 
The birth of Christ is the coming of the God-man, the infinite taking on a human nature in order to be 
our perfect and spotless High Priest in the Temple of God! 
 
Christmas is NOT about Santa, Rudolf, or Frosty.  It’s not about mistletoe, toys, or egg nog.  It is not 
about “holiday cheer” or fake feeling good because we put lights on trees and houses!   
 
Christmas is about the Gospel…the coming of the one who would pay our penalty: 
 

 Isa 9:6-7 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 

 Isa 53:2-6 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no 
form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was 
despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom 
men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced 
for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 

 Luke 2:8-14 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men. 

 

 1 John 4:9-10 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

 
Precious friends, repent and believe the Gospel.  Trust Jesus alone for the forgiveness of sins.  Preach 
this message from the rooftops.  Have a very Merry Christmas…because Christmas is about the Gospel.  
:) 
 
Amen. 


