
Exploring God’s Love through the Bible: 
Marveling at the Coming of Christ!

Christmas Day, Dec 25, 2016

Texts:

Isa 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Isa 9:7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will perform this.

Luk 1:35  And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the High-
est shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

————

Good morning to you my friends, and Merry Christmas!  I greet you in the name of the son of God, and 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  This morning, millions of people around the world are prayerfully reflecting on 
the divine truths that bookend the most glorious life in history.  Indeed the two most glorious events that 
have ever occurred in the history of mankind is the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh (His Incarnation) 
and his death burial and rising from the dead (His Resurrection)!

More than a human prophet, more than a human king, and more than a human priest, Jesus Christ is 
Lord of all!  The miracle of his birth has astonished human beings for 2000 years, and I pray we will never 
lose sight of the love of God in sending his precious son for us.

Indeed, great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached 
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. (1 Tim 3:16)

As we read last week, “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)  He was in the world, and the world was made 
by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:10-13)

Thoughts on the Initial  Texts:

A child unto us was in fact born, and because this child is the King, the government is upon His shoul-
ders.  His Kingdom rule is now, and will be fully inaugurated one day.  And at that time, there will be 
peace without end because of the Zeal of the Lord of Hosts.

Jesus IS our Wonderful Counselor, our Mighty God, our Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.  His 
Name means Savior!  To be sure, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)  John said, “And we have seen and 
do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.  And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” (1 Jn 4:14-16)



Exhortation Concerning Jesus:

Oh precious friends, Marvel at the Coming of Christ!  Prophesied by God in Genesis, “And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel…” (Gen 3:15), and throughout the Bible Canon, all of history situates itself around His Incarnation, 
or His coming in the flesh:

Mic 5:2  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

Isa 11:1  And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:

Isa 11:2  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;

Isa 53:2  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor 
comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Isa 53:3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were 
our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Isa 53:4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, 
and afflicted.

Isa 53:5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

Angels announced His coming, and wise men came to worship the Baby:

Luk 1:26  And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,

Luk 1:27  To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name 
was Mary.

Luk 1:28  And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women.

Luk 1:29  And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation 
this should be.

Luk 1:30  And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.

Luk 1:31  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.

Luk 1:32  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David:

Luk 1:33  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

Mat 2:1  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise 
men from the east to Jerusalem,

Mat 2:2  Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him.



And all of Heaven rejoiced at His birth:

Luk 2:8  And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night.

Luk 2:9  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and 
they were sore afraid.

Luk 2:10  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people.

Luk 2:11  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

Luk 2:12  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a man-
ger.

Luk 2:13  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

Luk 2:14  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

Born in a manger, the most humbling of circumstances, He was rightly worshiped by the meek and the 
great alike:

Luk 2:15  And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to 
another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.

Luk 2:16  And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

Luk 2:17  And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this 
child.

Luk 2:18  And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.

Luk 2:19  But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

Luk 2:20  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and 
seen, as it was told unto them.

Luk 2:21  And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, 
which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

Mat 2:9  When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before 
them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.

Mat 2:10  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.

Mat 2:11  And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell 
down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and 
frankincense, and myrrh.



Born in that manager, some 2000 years ago, was (and is) the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords, “Who 
is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heav-
en, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: 
all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the 
head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the 
preeminence.” (Col 1:15-18)

Still Marveling!

Friends, let us marvel at the great Love of God in Christ Jesus.  What kind of love is this?  For we “he 
hath quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 
grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Je-
sus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man 
should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them.” (Eph 2:1-10)

Final Exhortions:

The Bible says of Mary, “And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.”  (Luke 2:7)

May we rejoice today as Mary did when she was with Elizabeth, both with child miraculously, when Mary 
cried out:

My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded the low 
estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty 
hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to 
generation. He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath filled the hungry with 
good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 
mercy; As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever. (Luke 1:46-55)

CRCC, this day, and indeed, EVERY DAY should be lived to the glory of the Son of God our Redeemer and 
Savior.  May we renew our commitment to love Him, love others, serve Him, and obey Him.  

May we never lose our absolute AWE and reverence for Him and what He accomplished on our behalf.

May we join in with the angels and the saints throughout the generations and declare, not just today, but 
with our lives every day:

Joy to the world! The Lord is come, let earth receive her king. Let every heart prepare Him room and 
Heaven and nature sing.  Joy to the world! The savior reigns, let men their songs employ! While fields 
and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy!  He rules the world, with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove, the glories of His righteousness and wonders of his love!


