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Text: 1 Corinthians 16:5-11 

 As we consider Paul’s final few comments to the church at Corinth  in this First Epistle to them, this statement 
in our Text is worth considering as our focus today: 

 
1Co 16:8-9 ESV  But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost,  (9)  for a wide door for effective work has opened to me, 

and there are many adversaries. 
 

 The Contemporary English Bible renders verse nine this way: 1Co 16:9 CEV  “because there is a wonderful 
opportunity for me to do some work here. But there are also many people who are against me.” 

 Isn’t it amazing (and maybe a little scary) that most “wonderful” Kingdom opportunities also come with 
conflict? 

 As a matter of fact, I don’t think this could be any clearer in Scripture.  Wide doors for effective work tend to 
be spiritual battlegrounds… 

 
Dan 10:12-14 ESV  Then he said to me, "Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to 
understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come because of 
your words.  (13)  The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the 
chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia,  (14)  and came to make you 
understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to come." 

 
1Th 2:18 ESV  because we wanted to come to you--I, Paul, again and again--but Satan hindered us. 

 
Rev 3:7-11 ESV  "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 'The words of the holy one, the true one, 
who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.  (8)  "'I know your 
works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but 
little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.  (9)  Behold, I will make those of 
the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie--behold, I will make them come and 
bow down before your feet and they will learn that I have loved you.  (10)  Because you have kept my word 
about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those 
who dwell on the earth.  (11)  I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your 
crown. 

 
This question needs to be asked: What do we really expect? 
1. The Head of the Church, Jesus, died with many adversaries! 

 Mar 10:33-34 ESV  saying, "See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over 
to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the 
Gentiles.  (34)  And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he 
will rise." 

 Mat 27:20-23 ESV  Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
destroy Jesus.  (21)  The governor again said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release for 
you?" And they said, "Barabbas."  (22)  Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called 
Christ?" They all said, "Let him be crucified!"  (23)  And he said, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they 
shouted all the more, "Let him be crucified!" 

2. His disciples where told to expect conflict! 

 Joh 15:18-20 ESV  "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.  (19)  If you were 



of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you 
out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  (20)  Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is 
not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, 
they will also keep yours. 

3. The Church was birthed in power (Acts 2 & 3) but also in pain! 

 Act 4:1-4 ESV  And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them,  (2)  greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming 
in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.  (3)  And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next 
day, for it was already evening.  (4)  But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number 
of the men came to about five thousand. 

4. The Church spread in the midst of many adversaries! 

 Act 8:3-8 ESV  But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and 
women and committed them to prison.  (4)  Now those who were scattered went about preaching the 
word.  (5)  Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.  (6)  And the crowds 
with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when they heard him and saw the signs 
that he did.  (7)  For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and 
many who were paralyzed or lame were healed.  (8)  So there was much joy in that city. 

 
5. The Church was told by Christ to stand strong in the midst of tribulation and hold on until the end! 

 Rev 2:8-11 ESV  "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 'The words of the first and the last, who 
died and came to life.  (9)  "'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of 
those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  (10)  Do not fear what you 
are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, 
and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.  (11)  
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be 
hurt by the second death.' 

 
Church, as much as we appreciate “times of refreshing” (Acts 3:20) and the “comfort of the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:31), 
part and parcel of our mandate as The Church is to endure suffering and hardship and expect warfare… 
 

 2Ti 2:3-4 ESV  Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  (4)  No soldier gets entangled in civilian 
pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 

 2Ti 4:1-5 ESV  I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:  (2)  preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.  (3)  For the time is coming when 
people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own passions,  (4)  and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into 
myths.  (5)  As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. 

 Mat 10:16-22 ESV  "Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves.  (17)  Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their 
synagogues,  (18)  and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before 
them and the Gentiles.  (19)  When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what 
you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour.  (20)  For it is not you who speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  (21)  Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the 
father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death,  (22)  and you will be 
hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

 Mat 13:37-42 ESV  He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.  (38)  The field is 



the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one,  (39)  
and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are 
angels.  (40)  Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age.  (41)  
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-
breakers,  (42)  and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

 
A Wide Door with Many Adversaries 
1. Friends, I’d like to propose to this church that despite all the tumult, vitriol, and injustices in our current world 

there are WIDE DOORS open for evangelism and disciple-making. 
2. For those who can somehow stay focused on the Gospel and view life through the lens of the Gospel, I believe 

there are marvelous opportunities! 
3. Truly, “Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'?  Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, 

and see that the fields are white for harvest. Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit 
for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.  (Joh 4:35-36 ESV) 

4. But there are (as in Paul’s day), many adversaries. 
5. I’d like to also propose, based on what we’ve discussed today, that for the Church of Jesus Christ, this 

adversarial environment is normal, and we should view it as such. 
6. We face the devil as always, and all his schemes and plans, worked through the world and the flesh… 

 
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  (Eph 6:12 
ESV) 

 
7. Friends, we face the demonic.  We face hell-inspired hatred, skepticism, paganism, pragmatism, humanism, 

false religions, half-truths about love, and the loss of the fear of the Lord.  We face the loss of generations, 
marriage, fatherhood, motherhood, and strong church leadership.  We face a backwards orthopraxy, where 
light has been exchanged for dark, and sin is held up as God-approved. 

 
8. And yet, doors are wide open!  The darker it gets, the more the light can be seen if we do our part and God 

gives us grace!  We serve the risen Lord! 
 
Eph 1:19-23 ESV  and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to 
the working of his great might  (20)  that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  (21)  far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  (22)  And he put all 
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,  (23)  which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all. 

 
Church, Despite Many Adversaries… 
 
1. We fight.  You see, dear friends, this is what we do.  This IS our CONTEXT, right from Acts Chapter 2.   

 From the Crucifixion of Jesus… 

 To the ravaging of the church by Saul… 

 To the arrests, imprisonments, beatings, and martyrdom of the disciples… 

 To the tribulations poured out upon the church by emperors like Nero… 

 To the persecutions of Christians throughout the ages including today…. 
2. Doors for effective Kingdom work remain open! 



3. I love William MacDonald’s quote from his commentary from 1 Cor 16:9: 
 
“Paul realized that there was a golden opportunity for serving Christ at that time at Ephesus.  At the same 
time he realized that there were many adversaries.  What an unchanging picture this verse gives us of 
Christian service: On the one hand, there are the fields white already to harvest; on the other, there is a 
sleepless foe who seeks to obstruct, divide, and oppose in every conceivable way.” 

 
4. I’d like to exhort you all to stay focused.  Look for those “doors.”  Look for God’s activity and be sensitive to 

the Lord’s leading.  Preach and live out the Gospel.  Know that you will be opposed.  Embrace it.  That is the 
way it is and will be until the Judgment.  Count it an honor to suffer for our Lord and keep going.  Don’t quit 
now!  

 
------------- 
Some Contextual Encouragement:  
Since we didn’t really cover this today but it is a part of the context, I’d like to encourage you to look at some of 
Paul’s ministry at Ephesus and Macedonia this week in family worship, and look for both the wide open doors and 
the adversaries (Acts Chapters 19-20).  Here are a few good questions to ask around the table:  
 

1. Was the Lord moving powerfully through Paul in Ephesus?  What makes you say that? 
2. Look at Paul’s response to conflict in Acts 19:9.  What can we learn? 
3. What can you learn about evangelism from Acts 19:20? 
4. What can we learn about the realities of spiritual warfare from Acts 19:13-19 
5. Other than the sovereignty of God, what contributed to Acts 19:20?   
6. Look at the Ephesian riot in Acts 19.  Why did it happen?  Do you think the church is prepared for this sort 

of spiritual warfare?  If not, what can you do? 
7. What leadership and life lessons can you learn from Paul’s words to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20? 
8. What did the “Jewish plots” produce in Paul? (Acts 20:19) 
9. Read Acts 20:23.  Could you indentify the Holy Spirit’s voice if He promised affliction? 
10. Look at Paul’s “life perspective” in Acts 20:24.  What can you learn? 

 
Some other Family Worship Ideas entering the New Year… 
 

1. Keep working through Proverbs through Dec 31, working to quickly apply the principles.   
2. Break out your copy of Foxes Book of Martyrs for some perspective. 
3. Get your School of Biblical Evangelism Book back out and read.  Re-arm with love, knowledge of the 

Gospel, and some good tracks. 
4. Commit to being one who consistently shares the Gospel and demonstrates hospitality. 
5. Commit to personal times of prayer. 

 
Love yall! 
 
Amen. 


