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The Ministry of the King in Matthew: The Profile of a Laborer 

December 9, 2018 
 
Holy Text: Matthew 9:35-38 
 
Matthew 9:35-38 (NLT)  Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the synagogues and 
announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and illness.  36  When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  37  He said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is great, but the workers are few.  38  So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more 
workers into his fields.” 
 
The Biblical Profile of a Laborer 
1. One of the best ways to determine the kind of person God develops to work in His vineyard is to look at the 

kinds of people He chose for significant Kingdom mission.  For example, please consider: 
 

• The Obedience of Noah (Gen 6:9-14, 22) 

• The Faith of Abraham (Genesis 12:1-4; Galatians 3:6-9) 

• The Passion of David (From War to Worship, 1 Samuel 17:26, 45-47; Psalms 103) 

• The Availability of Isaiah (Isaiah 6:8-13) 

• The Humility of John the Baptist (John 3:28-32) 

• The Boldness of Peter (Acts 2:14-17) 

• The Perseverance of Paul (2 Corinthians 11:23-28) 
 
2. Another way to determine the Profile of a Kingdom Laborer is to simply look at the “character lists” of the New 

Testament (Rom 12:9-21; Col 3; 1 Tim 3; Titus 1-2, etc.).  One of the best is found in 2 Timothy where we find 
this oft quoted verse:  

 
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 
Tim 2:15) 

 
We also find exhortations to: 

 
"Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 
But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. And the servant of the Lord must not strive; 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the 
devil, who are taken captive by him at his will."  2 Timothy 2:22-26 (KJV) 
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3. Finally and ultimately, a Kingdom Laborer looks like Jesus: 
 

• 1 Peter 2:21-24 (KJV)  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should follow his steps:  22  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:  23  Who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously:  24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

• Philippians 2:5-8 (KJV)  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  6  Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

• 1 John 2:6 (KJV)  He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. 

• Ephesians 5:1-2 (KJV)  Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;  2  And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved 
us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 

• John 13:13-15 (KJV)  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.  14  If I then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.  15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you. 

 
To sum up, God’s best laborers tend to: 
 

1. Have a firm love for and faith in God! 
2. Walk in true humility! 
3. Be willing to suffer for their LORD! 
4. Be faithful, even unto death! 
5. Pursue holiness, repenting when they fail! 
6. Joyfully obey the Word of God! 
7. Be loving and compassionate for God’s people! 

 
They tend to maintain an eternal perspective (Heb 12:2) and strive to see the brokenness of the world in the light 
of God’s wrath and mercy.  They are focused on the things of God and are zealous for His glory alone (John 2:17). 
 
Spurgeon said, “We want laborers, not loiterers. We need men on fire, and I beseech you, pray to God to send 
them. The harvest can never be reaped by men who will not labor. They must off with their coats, and go at it in 
their shirt-sleeves. I mean they must doff their dignities, and get to Christ’s work as if they meant it, like real 
harvest men. They must sweat at their work, for nothing in the harvest field can be done without the sweat of the 
face, or in the pulpit without the sweat of the soul.” 
 
As we prepare for another year, may the LORD make CRCC better laborers in His Harvest!  Amen! 


