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Text: James 1:1 
A few thoughts: 

 Good Morning!  After lots of prayer, I was strongly impressed to take us through the Letter (or 
Epistle) of James. 

 Often called “the Proverbs of the New Testament,” “the book of James practically and faithfully 
reminds Christians how to live.  From perseverance, to true faith, to controlling one’s tongue, 
submitting to God’s will, and having patience, this book aids readers in living authentically and 
wisely for Christ.” –ESV Bible 

 As I searched my heart and prayed to Christ for what CRCC needs right now, this letter kept 
coming up. 

 Saints, we are a church that has LEARNED a lot.  We must transition to a church that LIVES a 
lot…where we take what we have learned and actually apply it.  Our particular call demands it.  
The truth is, if we kinda’ sorta’ wander out on the battlefield uncommitted to Christ’s Word, we 
are going to take lots of damage. 

 BUT, if we are determined to, in love and grace, follow Christ I believe God will use us!  

 Ready? 
 
Who wrote this Letter? 

1. This epistle is thought by the majority of scholars to written by James, also called, James the 
Just.  He was the half-brother of Jesus our Lord. 

a. Mat 13:55 ESV  Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are 
not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 

b. This is the same James, who along with the rest of Jesus’ siblings, at one time did not 
believe Jesus was the Christ… 

c. Joh 7:3-5 ESV  So his brothers said to him, "Leave here and go to Judea, that your 
disciples also may see the works you are doing.  (4)  For no one works in secret if he 
seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the world."  (5)  For 
not even his brothers believed in him. 

d. Yet after Christ’s resurrection, James was likely among “his brothers” in the Upper 
Room… 

e. Act 1:13-14 ESV  And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where 
they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas 
the son of James.  (14)  All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, 
together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

2. For clarity, there are two noteworthy James’ in the New Testament.  The other was James the 
son of Zebedee the brother of John, both members of the Twelve Apostles (Matt 4:21). 

3. James the Just eventually became leader of the Jerusalem church. 
a. Act 12:16-17 ESV  But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him 

and were amazed.  (17)  But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described 
to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, "Tell these things 
to James and to the brothers." Then he departed and went to another place. 

b. Act 15:12-13 ESV  And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul 
as they related what signs and wonders God had done through them among the 



Gentiles.  (13)  After they finished speaking, James replied, "Brothers, listen to me. 
c. Act 21:17-18 ESV  When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly.  (18)  

On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 
d. 1Co 15:3-7 ESV  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  (4)  that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  (5)  and that he appeared 
to Cephas, then to the twelve.  (6)  Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers 
at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  (7)  Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 

e. Gal 1:18-19 ESV  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and 
remained with him fifteen days.  (19)  But I saw none of the other apostles except James 
the Lord's brother. 

f. In his Ecclesiastical History Vol II, Eusebius writes, “Then James, whom the ancients 
surnamed the Just on account of the excellence of his virtue, is recorded to have been 
the first to be made bishop of the church of Jerusalem. This James was called 
the brother of the Lord because he was known as a son of Joseph, and Joseph was 
supposed to be the father of Christ, because the Virgin, being betrothed to him, was 
found with child by the Holy Ghost before they came together, as the account of 
the holy Gospels shows.” 

g. Again, the first local congregation in Jerusalem was eventually led by James and a group 
of elders.  The apostles spread out on various missionary journeys. 

h. I point this out because as we walk through James, who wasn’t one of the Twelve, you’ll 
likely notice the authority with which he speaks. 

 
When was it written? 

1. James was likely written between 40-50 AD, making it a very early epistle, and a wonderful 
window into the teachings of the primitive church. 

2. James was martyred 62AD.  There are a few historical accounts as to how he died. 

 At the age of ninety-four he was beat and stoned by the Jews; and finally had his brains 
dashed out with a fuller's club. – Foxes Book of Martyrs 

 But after Paul, in consequence of his appeal to Cæsar, had been sent to Rome by Festus, 
the Jews, being frustrated in their hope of entrapping him by the snares which they had 
laid for him, turned against James, the brother of the Lord, to whom the episcopal seat 
at Jerusalem had been entrusted by the apostles. The following daring measures were 
undertaken by them against him. 
Leading him into their midst they demanded of him that he should 
renounce faith in Christ in the presence of all the people. But, contrary to the opinion of 
all, with a clear voice, and with greater boldness than they had anticipated, he spoke out 
before the whole multitude and confessed that our Saviour and Lord Jesus is the Son of 
God. But they were unable to bear longer the testimony of the man who, on account of 
the excellence of ascetic virtue and of piety which he exhibited in his life, was esteemed 
by all as the most just of men, and consequently they slew him. Opportunity for 
this deed of violence was furnished by the prevailing anarchy, which was caused by the 
fact that Festus had died just at this time in Judea, and that the province was thus 
without a governor and head. --Eusebius 

 
To whom was it written? 
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1. Writing from Jerusalem, James wrote to “the twelve tribes in the Dispersion.” (1:1)  This is 
Jewish language, written from the center of Judaism, so James is likely addressing his flock in 
Jerusalem and surrounding areas…Jewish Christians attempting to live out their faith in the 
midst of rising persecution. 

2. Recall friends that by the mid-60’s AD, persecution against Christians broke out all over the 
world, and in 70 AD the Temple in Jerusalem was totally destroyed with massive loss of life and 
suffering.   

3. Even before all this, Stephen had been martyred (likely, mid-30’s AD, Acts 7), James the Apostle 
had been martyred (mid-40’s AD, Acts 12:2), Peter was imprisoned by Herod (Acts 12), etc.  It 
was not an easy time for the church! 

 
Why was it written? 

1. James is a letter of pastoral encouragement and at times, rebuke.  It seems that his flock, 
wherever they might be, had become a bit worldly. 

2. James, writing from a Jewish perspective, emphasizes living out one’s faith, regardless of 
circumstances.  Apparently, early Christians and we “late” Christians aren’t too dissimilar; we all 
need reminding that “faith without works is dead!”  

3. James Adamson writes, “James is addressing people who are supposed to know the rudiments 
of Christianity; and his aim, as in the Sermon on the Mount, is to set forth the theonomic life in 
its essentials, that is, life lived according to God’s Law.  James’ task, like Paul in his epistles, is 
mainly practical, to help the sincere to live up to their faith, and very often to correct errors, 
misunderstandings, and backslidings resulting in conduct unworthy of the Christian faith.” 

4. James makes no provision for “culture,” “contextualization,” or “blending in.”  On the contrary, 
James calls Christians to be Christians and the Church to be the Church. 

5. James is often accused of “lacking grace” like Paul or “love” like John.  But like all Scripture, his 
writings are complementary with Paul’s and John’s…not contradictory. 

6. Note his own humility in verse one: a brother of our Lord second, His servant first.  If familiarity 
with Jesus bred contempt at one time, his salvation certainly changed things!  

 
10 Key Verses to Pray through and Meditate Upon 

1. Jas 1:2-4 ESV  Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,  (3)  for you 
know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  (4)  And let steadfastness have its 
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

 Lord, help us to “count it all joy.”  Allow us to regain the “Jesus is Enough” perspective, that 
having you is all we need.  That despite anything and everything, you are our God!  Help us 
to be steadfast, and through this perspective, lack nothing! 

 
2. Jas 1:22 ESV  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

 Lord, deliver us from this very common deception…that we can hear the Word, say amen to 
the Word, and not keep the Word. 

 
3. Jas 1:27 ESV  Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans 

and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

 Lord, show us how to use our time, talent, and treasure to consistently help those who are 
hurting. 

 
4. Jas 2:1 ESV  My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Lord of glory. 



 Lord, forgive us for the sin of partiality.  Cause us to see one another the way you do. 
 

5. Jas 2:17 ESV  So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

 Lord, teach us how to walk by faith! 
 

6. Jas 3:5 ESV  So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a 
forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 

 Oh, Lord, show us how to honor one another with our speech! 
 

7. Jas 3:16 ESV  For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile 
practice. 

 Lord, help us combat our fleshly impulses and to walk in the Spirit! 
 

8. Jas 4:4 ESV  You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

 Oh, Lord, may YOU be first in our hearts and minds!  May we make NO alliances with that 
which displeases YOU! 

 
9. Jas 5:7 ESV  Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 

waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the 
late rains. 

 Lord, help us develop wonderful, inner virtues like contentment and patience, and grant us 
a sense of peace until You come. 

 
10. Jas 5:16 ESV  Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may 

be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 

 Lord, totally transform the prayer life of CRCC…at home and in church.  Help us to take the 
step of “confessing our sins to one another” as we pray for one another that we may be  
healed. 

 
How might CRCC be changed because of James?  Here are some additional prayers: 

1. That our zeal to obey the Lord (a key theme in James) would be matched by our zeal to love one 
another. 

2. That we would again see the call to obedience as a loving response to our loving God. 
3. That we would practically change; that we’d see noticeable shifts in our walk and talk. 
4. That our patience would increase. 
5. That our resistance of the devil would increase. 
6. That our generosity would increase. 
7. That we would rise up in faith and put that faith into practice! 

 
In Jesus Name, Amen. 


