
 

 

 
 
 

James 5:10-11 Suffering with Patience 
March 13, 2016 

 
Text: James 5:10-11 
1. Last week as we considered James’ call to “be patient” like a farmer waiting for the fruit of the earth (Jam 5:7), to 

“also be patient” (Jam 5:8), and not to “grumble” in frustration and impatience (Jam 5:8), we also considered the 
motivation for such admonishments: 

 

• “…the coming of the Lord” 

• “…for the coming of the Lord is at hand.” 

• “…the Judge is standing at the door.” 
 
2. We said that James’ exhortation was serious!   

 
His hearers didn’t hear a shallow warning that wasn’t applicable to them.  They didn’t hear something they could 
ignore because he was really talking about their great, great, great, great, great great….grandchildren. They didn’t 
hear pastoral bluster or meaningless metaphor.  They heard, via the Holy Spirit who wrote the text, “fix this now, 
because the coming of the Lord is at hand!” 

 
3. There were three applications from those three verses: 

• Be patient, even when we suffer for righteousness sake.  There is coming a day when every account will be settled 
and the meek shall inherit the earth.  Take heart! 

• To patiently “live-out” the precepts, principles, and patterns of the Lord regardless of day to day suffering. 

• To refuse to grumble (to love one another hard) because the Judge is standing at the door. 
 

4. Are you starting to see the call for patience? :)  But again, do not miss the motive: the coming of the Lord. 
 
Perspective, Motivation, and the Effects of Carnality 

• Saints, I’d like to just share my heart a bit.  We are so carnal.  Our thinking is so carnal.  We are immersed in the world 
and it is so difficult to have a biblical, New Testament, eternal perspective.   

• Please don’t misunderstand me.  I’m not talking about the drug dealer, the club goer, marxist humanist, or the robber 
today.  I’m talking about the Bible-reading church attender. WE struggle with our lenses…constantly seeing, dreaming, 
and pursuing that which will fade away. 

• Too often, our goals are for now not then (Heaven).  Our hearts are tuned more to now and not then.  Our anger and 
frustrations and unforgiveness and disloyalties and selfishness are because of “now issues” and not calibrated 
towards then.  Our easy disobedience is based on “now comforts” and not then realities.  We are weak because we 
are friendly with the world. (Jam 4:4) 

• James is trying to get the hearer to reset his motivation and reassign his perspective to something (someone) worthy!  
The Holy Spirit cultivates a Christ-focused, heaven-motivated church!  This has been the heart of God from the 
finished work of Christ! 

• Indeed, from the call in the Gospels to take up our cross daily, deny ourselves and follow the Lord (Lk 9:23) to Jesus’ 
admonishment to the church at Smyrna to “be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev 2:10), 
this is the message to Christians. 



 

 

• When the thorns of carnality and the cares of the world choke the Word, it becomes unfruitful (Matt 13:22).  Then we 
lose our joy, our peace, our perspective, our contentment, and our ability to love one another with a Christ-based, 
Spirit-empowered, flesh-destroying love. 

• Precious friends, hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  Trust not in horses or in chariots.  Look upon no unclean 
thing.  Come out from among them and be separate.  Worship Christ in the beauty of holiness.  Set your mind on 
things above, where Christ is, for you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ who is your 
very life appears, you will also appear with Him in glory! 

 
Suffering with Patience 
James 5:10 - As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
1. One of the great purposes of Scripture is that we might consider the patience, suffering, perseverance, and even 

mistakes of God’s servants and people: 
 

• For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (Rom 15:4)  

• For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the 
sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank 
the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 
Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these 
things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not be idolaters as some of them 
were; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual 
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, 
as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the 
Destroyer. Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, 
on whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. (1 
Cor 10:1-12)  

 
2. The goal would be to learn from the good and bad that we might walk in a manner pleasing to Christ. (…so as to 

walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God. Col 1:10) 

3. James says consider the prophets…those called by God to declare His Word, normally to a people who would not 
hear.   
 
Prophets were “Called by God, cried out during times of compromise, confronted more than comforted, were 
criticized by current authority, were cared for by God, had a cross of suffering to bear, and cast a vision of 
obedience.”  

 
4. In other words, nothing about speaking for God was easy.  James calls the Church to consider their example. 
5. Concerning the prophets and saints of old, the writer of Hebrews declares: 
 

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, 
and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it clear 
that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would 
have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. (Heb 11:13-16) 
 
And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel 
and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths 
of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became 



 

 

mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, 
refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and 
even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went 
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering 
about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though commended through their 
faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they 
should not be made perfect. 

 
James 5:11 - Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and 
you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 
1. This is so true!  We consider those who remained steadfast BLESSED.  We prize perseverance and the ability to 

overcome.  We love the story of an underdog, beaten and abused, who rises in triumph.  We might even imagine 
being this person.  But we are called to more than imagining; we are called to be! 

2. James cites the example of Job.  To sum up Job’s story: 

• He was blameless and upright, the “greatest man of the east” (Job 1:1, 3) 

• He had a large family (seven sons, three daughters) and extreme wealth (7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, very many 
servants, etc.) (Job 1:3) 

• Job had everything we strive so hard for: family, prestige, crazy wealth, and health. 

• Then one day… 
 

…when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. The LORD 
said to Satan, "From where have you come?" Satan answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the 
earth, and from walking up and down on it.” And the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” 
Then Satan answered the LORD and said, "Does Job fear God for no reason? Have you not put a hedge around him 
and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have 
increased in the land. But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” And 
the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand." So 
Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. (Job 1:6-12) 

 

• In one day, Job’s oxen and donkeys were stolen and his servants killed, his sheep burned up by heavenly fire and 
more servants killed, his camels stolen and even more servants killed, and a great wind killed all his sons and 
daughters in the older brother’s house! (Job 1:13-19) 

• Job’s response? 
 

Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped. And he said, "Naked I 
came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be 
the name of the LORD.” In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. (Job 1:20-22) 

 

• Of course the saga wasn’t over.  Satan went back to God and there was another conversation… 
 

And the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his integrity, although you 
incited me against him to destroy him without reason.” Then Satan answered the LORD and said, "Skin for skin! All 
that a man has he will give for his life. But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse 
you to your face.” And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.” So Satan went out 
from the presence of the LORD and struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his 



 

 

head. And he took a piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he sat in the ashes. Then his wife 
said to him, "Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” But he said to her, "You speak as one of the 
foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?" In all this Job did not 
sin with his lips. (Job 2:3-10) 

 
3. The rest of Job is a series of poetic conversations by Job, some “friends,” and God Himself.  Ultimately, God asks 

some questions of Job (and every human) and humbles the reader as He demonstrates His power and sovereignty.  
For those struggling with God’s decisions in their lives, these verses (Job 38-41) will bless you!  

 
4. Consider the example of Job’s final words: 
 

"I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 'Who is this that hides counsel 
without knowledge?' Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not 
know. 'Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you make it known to me.’ I had heard of you by the hearing of 
the ear, but now my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” (Job 42:2-6) 

 
5. Just as James declared, “… and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful,” 

so we see this purpose and compassion towards Job: 
 

And the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning. And he had 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 
yoke of oxen, and 1,000 female donkeys. He had also seven sons and three daughters. And he called the name of the 
first daughter Jemimah, and the name of the second Keziah, and the name of the third Keren-happuch. And in all the 
land there were no women so beautiful as Job's daughters. And their father gave them an inheritance among their 
brothers. And after this Job lived 140 years, and saw his sons, and his sons' sons, four generations. And Job died, an 
old man, and full of days. (Job 42:12-17) 

 
Final Thoughts: 
This last picture of Job, healthy and prosperous once again, is a picture of Heaven…of paradise…of suffering patiently 
until the coming of the Lord.  It is a type of the heavenly anti-type…a vision of what awaits us all if we faint not.  Indeed, 
it is a promise by our Lord, of eternal bliss in the Presence of the Lord.   
 
In Job’s life, just as in ours, God has a purpose for all He allows.  Ultimately that purpose is designed to give Him glory. 
 
Therefore… 
 
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one 
another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony 
with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for 
evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all. (Rom 12:9-18) 
 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 


