
 
Exploring the Kingdom of God in Matthew 

Balancing Love with Discernment! To Judge Or Not To Judge? 
Matthew 7:6 

 
“Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.” 

 
PRIMARY THOUGHTS: 
After Jesus warns us against judgmental attitudes and self-blind criticism, He now seems to remind us that he is not implying 
that the people of His Kingdom suspend all discernment.  For some reason he is showing us that we must discern that there 
are some good, and precious things that should not be given to those who will receive them with contempt. 
 
This verse functions as a summary of what Jesus has said so far.  It’s more to it than just about dogs and pigs.  It seems to 
indicate for us to make sure that we assume the responsibility in making a proper judgment to determine who are 
(metaphorically speaking) the dogs and pigs. 
 
When Jesus said, “Judge not, that you be not judged,” his command does not mean that we should never make an exclusive 
doctrinal judgment or offer a moral correction that is based on God’s Word. 
 
HOW DO WE MAKE TRUE, WISE, AND LOVING JUDGMENTS? 
• Being able to Ask God Clearly Through Prayer 
• Being able to See Ourselves Clearly 
• Being able to See Others Clearly 
 
Keeping things in context we see that first, Jesus talks about judging in verses 1-5, next he gives this proverb about a dog and 
a pig in verse 6, then he talks about prayer in verses 7-11, and finally he tacks on the Golden Rule in verse 12.  A Good question 
to ask ourselves is:  What is the connection to all of this? 
 
WHAT IS THE CONNECTION? 

1) The Relationship between Christians and God (vv7-11) 
2) The Relationship between Christians and Other Christians (vv1-5) (v12)  
3) The Relationship between Christians and hostile unbelievers (v6)  

 
I .  B E IN G AB L E T O AS K G O D CL EA RLY  T H R OU G H  PRA YER  (v  7 -1 1)  
Asking Our Father for What? 
We must pray for God-given Wisdom and Consider dealing with our heart issues.  
“Ask, and it will be given to you…” (7-11) 
• It is amazing how many times Jesus mentioned the word “Ask” in these verses.  It shows us a pattern that we are to ask 

God!  We are to “seek” as well as “knock.” 
• As Christians we cannot just stay put, but we are to urgently and continuously call upon the Lord.  In confidence that he 

will give us good things. 
• James 4:2-3—“ 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, 

because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 
 
JAMES MENTIONS 3 COMMON PROBLEMS IN PRAYER: 

1. Not asking 
2. Asking for the wrong things 
3. Asking for the wrong reasons 

 
Matthew 6:33—“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”   



• To “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” means to turn to God first for help to fill our desires.  Our desires must 
be grounded in his will. 

Matthew 7:11—“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will you father who is in heaven give 
good things to those who ask him!” 
• Notice there is a difference between Good Gifts and Good things.  What are we to pray for?  What are we to ask of God? 
• What are some good things to ask God for?  Ask for forgiveness, strength to resist temptation, knowledge and 

deliverance from Satan, patience and power to proclaim the Gospel, love and understanding, and Especially Wisdom 
from the Holy Spirit.   

• We must obtain the Fruit of the Spirit which is—Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, 
Gentleness, and Self-Control… and it goes on to say that “…those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.” (Gal. 5:22-26) 

Matthew 6:19—“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Colossians 3:1-2—“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God, 
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” 
Luke 11:13—“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!” 
Colossians 4:2-6—“(2) Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. (3) At the same time, pray also for us, that 
God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison—(4) that I may make it clear, 
which is how I ought to speak.  (5) Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. (6) Let your speech always be gracious, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.” 
• We can be very certain that we need wisdom from the Holy Spirit to understand and live out all that Jesus has taught 

thus far in the Sermon on the Mount (5:2—7:6) 
• We need the Spirit to help us in the most difficult circumstances in rightly judging others and ourselves.  We must 

consider the Good Things we need from God and his gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
 
II .  B EI NG  AB LE  T O  S EE  OU RS ELV ES  C L EAR LY ( v v 1- 5)  (v 1 2)  
Now after we’ve prayed for wisdom and discernment from the Holy Spirit, now we should always consider doing a self-
examination constantly. 
 
Self Examination 
We must abide by the Golden Rule always! (Matthew 7:12)  
• We need to have discernment and love so that we might be able to see clearly.  As Jesus put it in verse 5—see ourselves 

clearly and then see others clearly.   
• And keeping things in context now that we’ve learned to pray to the Lord to receive the wisdom from the Holy Spirit.  
• We are moving from our relationship with God into our relationship with others: So what ever you wish that others 

would do to you…” 
• This first part of the verse focuses on self.  What we would want done to us. 
• This verse is the total opposite of what the world and other religions teach.  What Jesus is teaching here was something 

new compared to what many teachers had taught prior.  In many religions it is stated negatively: “They teach something 
similar that say’s “What you do not want others to do to you, do not do to others.” 

• Jesus made this more significant because it is not very hard to refrain from harming other people.  But it is much more 
difficult to take the initiative in doing something good for them. 

 
Matthew 5:44—“(44) But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…” 
• The Bible clearly tells us to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute you.  Why?  Because it fixes our heart and 

mind to be on things that are above. 
Matthew 5:46—“(46) For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? 
• Jesus is saying that it is too easy to love those that love you, it is more important to give justice and mercy than to receive 

it. 



Luke 6:36-37—(36) “Be merciful, even as your father is merciful (37) Judge not and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be 
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 
• A forgiving spirit demonstrates that a person has received God’s forgiveness.  If we treat others generously, graciously, 

and compassionately, these qualities will come back to us in full measure because we are to love others and not judge 
them. 

• Jesus’ statement, “Judge not,” is against the kind of hypocritical, judgmental attitude that desires to tear others down in 
order to build oneself up.  

Galatians 6:1—(1) “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.  
Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” 
• Last week Pastor Wilson taught on the loving art of speck removal.  He said something really profound in reference to 

helping others.  He said, “Consider your own shortcomings first, it will always soften the correction.” 
• This is so true because with that reflection we are now understanding that The Spirit of God is the Spirit of love, for God 

is love.  And if we are walking in the Spirit, we will not use our liberty in Christ for selfish purposes; we will allow the 
spirit to work through us to help others. 

John 13:34-35— “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.  By 
this people will know that you are my disciples.  If you have love for one another.” 
• This is a law that we as believers must obey; it identifies who we are to others, and it is the law of love in Christ. 
• Matthew 22:36-40—36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

• All of Christianity comes down to how we love God and how everything we do in our relationships, at work, with our 
entertainment, in our education, all this must display our love for God.  No success, no status, or possession will matter 
at the end of our days, but how we loved God and how we loved others will be our victory. 

 
We must become faithful hearers and faith filled doers of the Word!  Hearing the word produces our faith and the bible 
say’s “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” 
 
Matthew 7:24— “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” 
Matthew 7:26— “And Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on 
the sand.” 
James 1:25-27—“(25) But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer 
who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.” (26) If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this 
person’s religion is worthless. (27) Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” 
James 4:11—“11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil 
against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.” 
 
More Scripture References  

• Romans 2:13 
• Luke 6:46-47 
• Jeremiah 11:6 

 
III .  B E IN G AB L E T O S E E O TH E RS C LE AR LY (v 6 )  
Making A Proper Discernment Of The Dogs And Pigs 
Matthew 7:6—“Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before the pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to 
attack you.” 
• If I were to paraphrase this it would sound like this:  "Do not persist in offering what is sacred or of value to those who 

have no appreciation for it, because your gift will not only become contaminated and be despised, your generous efforts 
could also be rejected and perhaps even openly attacked." 

• We must make a proper discernment between who is a “brother” (vv 3-5) and who is a “dog” or a “pig.” (v. 6) 



• First we must understand that the dogs and pigs in the text are not literal.  The words used here by Jesus are figurative 
and metaphorical.  “Dog” is a term Jesus uses elsewhere to refer to “Gentiles” or more generically “unbelievers” (Matt. 
15:26-27; Rev. 22:15).  A “brother” is a believer in (vv.3-5) and a “dog or pig” figuratively is an unbeliever (v. 6), and not just 
your average unbeliever but, an antagonistic unbeliever. 

• Dogs and pigs were despised creatures, they were considered to be unclean according to Old Testament dietary 
restrictions. (Lev. 11:27) 

• 2 Peter 2:21-22— “(21) For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to 
turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. (22) What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns to its 
own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.”  

• Peter is talking about a person who has learned about Christ and how to be saved, and has even been positively 
influenced by Christians, but then rejects the truth and returns to his or her sin. 

• This person is worse off than before, because he or she has rejected the only way out of sin, it is the only way into 
salvation. 

• This is not saying don’t share the Gospel to unbelievers.  It’s only saying that there are some that will hold the word of 
God in contempt. 

 
HOW DO WE KNOW WHO ARE THE DOGS AND PIGS? (FIGURATIVELY) 
JOHN 7:24 “(24) Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.” 
• We as Christians cannot make a determination or judgment by how someone looks, or by how someone is dressed.   
• If we could measure a person by outward appearances then we wouldn’t have been warned to “Beware of Wolves in 

Sheep’s Clothing. 
• In other words we have to Beware of false prophets who are Wolves inwardly (Meaning in the heart) but on the outside 

they are in Sheep’s Clothing” 
• We must discern between those “worthy” and those who are (Figuratively speaking) “Dogs, and Pigs.” Determining who 

is which requires “Righteous Judgment that comes from a heart of love and discernment” on our part. 
• There is a complete difference between the lost and those that are lost and do not wish to be found.  
• We shouldn’t continue to present God’s grace to those who are persistent in mocking and ridiculing the Word of God. 
• We have to make wise judgments and not take the gospel of the kingdom (our pearls) and display it to those who are 

overly hostile toward it.  Why? They will be upset at us for throwing them a jewel when all they want is slop. 
• The wisdom from above will show us who they are because of how they will respond to us.  Rather then accepting the 

Gospel that brings life, all they want is their own foolish philosophies. 
• PROVERBS 9:7 “(7) Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury.” 
• 1 John 4:1-6— “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have 

gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 
God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming 
and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who 
is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from 
God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 
error.” 

JESUS GIVES A COMMAND AND INSTRUCTIONS  
• Luke 9:5 say’s, “And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave that town shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against 

them.”  
• Mark 6:11 say’s “And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your 

feet as a testimony against them.” 
• Matt. 10:14-16 say’s, “And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that 

house or town. (15) Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for 
that town.” (16) “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” 

• The disciples were told to shake the dust off their feet if they were not welcomed.  In Acts 19:9; Paul withdrew from 
teaching in the synagogue in Ephesus because “some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the 
Way before the congregation.”  They rejected the gospel, so Paul moved on. 



• As Christians once we see ourselves rightly, we are to “judge with right judgment,” as Jesus puts it in John 7:24 “Do not 
judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.” 

• We are not to feed the dogs.  We are not to play with the pigs.   
• We are to see clearly that some people want nothing to do with us nor The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
• So, with sorrow in our hearts and tears in our eyes, like the Lord himself in Luke 19.  We are to leave them to themselves, 

and ultimately to the hands of God. 
 
C ON CLU SI O N  
HOWEVER THERE ARE SOME THAT WILL RECEIVE THE WORD WITH JOY.  
Paul and Barnabas at Antioch of Pisidia 
• Acts 13:42-43—“As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next Sabbath. (43) And after the meeting 

of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, 
urged them to continue in the grace of God.   

•  With those who are receptive, we are to be long-suffering in trying to help them come out of their error. 
• Colossians 4:2-6—“ 2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us, that 

God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it 
clear, which is how I ought to speak.5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech always be 
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.” 
 

The Gospel is pure and holy.   
Its teachings are divine and sweet.   
The message has sacred meaning.   
We defend it without retreat.   
There are those with evil motive.   
Who respect not our God nor His law.   
They twist and trash His message,  
and proclaim both falsehood and flaw.   
They rend God’s righteous disciples.   
With mean and hateful display.   
They sew both hurt and anger.  
And lead the unwary away.   
The Savior affirmed His warning,  
In comparing dissenters to swine.   
The pearls of truth are eternal,  
for the message is pure and divine.   
Be wise when sharing the Gospel.   
The Spirit will show you the way.   
The precious pearls of truth preserved,  
for those who will, their God, obey. 
 
Poem by Noel T. Greenwood 
 
 


