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Scripture: James 1:13-15 
 

Jas 1:13-15—(ESV) “13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin 
when it is fully grown brings forth death.” 
 

James shows us clearly what temptations can do:   
 

I. Trials Produce Steadfastness  (Jas. 1:2; 12) 
 

 James makes a clear and precise distinction between Trials and Temptations. (Jas. 1:12-13)  

 
James 1:2-4—(KJV) “2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect 

work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” 

James 1:12—(KJV) “12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall 

receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”  

 The Greek word for temptation in verses 2 and 12 (peirasmos) means, “a putting to proof”; 

“testings or trials.” 

 Greek word for tempted in verses 13 & 14 (peirazo) means “entice”, “soliciting to do evil.” 

 James 1:2 and 12 teaches us that we can be sure of the goodness of God because the trials that 

we face are not by accident.  It teaches us that trials produce steadfastness and by remaining 

steadfast, the blessing is the crown of life.   

 God is sovereign and is in control of all things.  He is a loving God and controls everything that 

goes on in this world. He has a purpose behind everything he does, whether we enjoy it or 

suffer from it. 

 The reason why God produces trials is because he wants those who claim to be his children to 
have perfection in their Character.  God sends trials to bring out the best in us. 

 
1) Perfection in our character means maturity in our walk with Christ, and maturity is 

developed only in the life of labor. 
2) Trials always produce patience and Endurance; and Endurance will lead the believer into a 

deeper maturity in Christ.   
 

Romans 5:3-5—“3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 
5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
 



1 Peter 4:12-13— “12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you 
share Christ's sufferings that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.” 
Gen 22:1—“After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am…” 
 

3) God tested Abraham, not to trick him and watch him fall, but to deepen his ability to obey 
God and to develop his character. 

4) When we are tested should we complain, or should we try to see how God is stretching us to 
develop our character? 

5) Tests and trials from God are used to prepare us to Succeed when temptations from the 
enemy come. 

6) The tests and trials from God are used to prove that our faith is genuine, enabling us to 
come out stronger than before. 

 

II. Temptations Blame God and Others (James 1:13) 

 

 We as believers shouldn’t say that God tempts us, because temptations to sin arise from our 
Very Nature. 
 
James 1:13—(ESV) “13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.” 

 
 Temptation comes from evil desires inside us, not from God.  It begins with an evil thought and 

becomes sin when we dwell on the thought and allow it to become an action.  The best time to 
stop a temptation is before it is too strong or moving too fast to control. 

 
1 Cor. 10:13—(ESV) “13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will 
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 
 

 Today’s culture is filled with moral depravity and the pressures of sin. In this passage, Paul gave 
strong encouragement to the Corinthians about temptation that will help us today.  He said: 

 
1. Wrong desires and temptations will happen to everyone, so don’t feel like you’ve been 

singled out. 
2. Others have resisted temptation, and you can also.   

3. Any temptation can be resisted because God will help us to resist it (see also Gen 3:1-7). 

 

III. Temptations Lure and Entice (James 1:14) 
 
James 1:14—(ESV) “14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 
desire.” 

 Regardless of how we are tempted (whether by our own desires, by people, or the enemy), it 
still is a choice that we make which ultimately puts the fault on us (freewill). 

 Satan sends temptations to bring out the worst in us, but he does not force us to sin! 
 “When he is lured…”—this word portrays a victim’s capture after being trapped. 
 Enticed—this word describes an attractive bait or lure that draws in an unsuspecting victim. 



 The words “drawn away” and “entice” are hunting terms; they form an image of a hunter or a 
fisherman using bait to lure the prey. 

 We must understand that Satan is fighting from a position of defeat and he is desperate.  He 
cannot defeat almighty God no matter how hard he tries.  His goal is the destruction of 
humanity; he knows that his judgment is coming.  He knows what salvation is, and what the 
Saved have in store. His one goal in mind is to prevent the salvation of man. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4—“3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 
4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 
 

 For futher study, see Matt. 4:1-11 and 1 Thess 3:4-5.  
 
 

IV. Temptations bring forth sin and death (James 1:15) 
 

 James lets us know that desire is “conceived” when a person Yields to temptation, which results 
in the “Birth” of sin. 
 
James 1:15—(ESV) “15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death.”   

Job 15:35—“They conceive trouble and give birth to evil, and their womb prepares deceit.” 
 
Psalm 7:14—“Behold, the wicked man conceives evil and is pregnant with mischief and gives 
birth to lies.” 
 
Isaiah 59:4—“No one enters suit justly; no one goes to law honestly they rely on empty pleas, 

they speak lies, they conceive mischief and give birth to iniquity.” 
 
 Sin has only one outcome in the long run and that is Death!! 
 As sin “matures” and becomes “complete,” it ultimately leads to God’s judgment of death. 
 With this analogy, James proclaims that God’s judgment against sin is the result of man’s own 

choices.  All sin ultimately originates in man and not in any other source.   
 Desire is the source of temptation, which explains the presence of sin and death in the world. 
 

Romans 7:17-23—“17 So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I 
know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, 
but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that 
dwells within me.  21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 
22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my members another law 
waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 
members. 

Galatians 5:16-21—“16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against 
the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are 
evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of 



anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn 
you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

Ephesians 2:3—“ 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the 

desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” 

 

V. How should we battle sin and stand against temptation? 

 

1. We need to know and obey the Living Word. (Mat. 4:1-11) 

 Jesus was able to resist all of the Devil’s temptations because he not only knew Scripture, 

but he also obeyed it.  Eph. 6:17 says, that God’s word is a sword to use in spiritual combat. 

 Knowing the word of God is an important step in helping us resist the Devil’s attacks; but on 

top of it all we must obey the Bible. 

 Satan had memorized scripture but he failed to obey it.  Knowing and obeying the word of 

God will help us to follow God’s desires and not our own. 

 

2. We must Recognize our Weaknesses in order to expose temptation. (2 Cor. 12:9-11) 

 The Bible clearly tells us that when we are weak he is made strong. 

 Christians often fall into immorality through overconfidence.  They leave themselves wide 

open to an emotional hook—and then a physical hook.  Paul warned in 1 Cor. 10:12, “Let 

him who thinks he stand take heed lest he fall.” 

 The first step is to realize we have weaknesses and do what we can to avoid that weakness.    

If we identify the source and get rid of the source, then we can get rid of the problem. 

 Our weakness not only helps to develop Christian character, but it also deepens our 

worship.  When we admit our weaknesses, we affirm God’s strength. 

 If your eyes offend you pluck them out. (Mat. 18:9) 

 

3. We must learn that knowing when to Run from sin is just as important as knowing when to 

Fight. (1Tim. 6:11-12) 

 Paul uses very active verbs to describe the Christian life: flee, pursue, fight, and take hold. 

 Some think Christianity is a passive religion that advocates waiting for God to act, but we 

must have an active faith, obeying God with courage and doing what we know is right.   

James 4:7-10—(ESV) “7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 

from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your 

laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, 

and he will exalt you.” 

2 Timothy 2:22—(ESV) “22 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, 

and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart”. 

 In this text we see Timothy, a young man, being warned to flee anything that produced evil 

thoughts. 



 

VI. Conclusion 

A.W. Tozer wrote: “Sin, I repeat, in addition to anything else it may be, is always an act of wrong 

judgment. To commit a sin a man must for the moment believe that things are different from what 

they really are; he must confound values; he must see the moral universe out of focus; he must 

accept a lie as truth and see truth as a lie; he must ignore the signs on the highway and drive with 

his eyes shut; he must act as if he had no soul and was not accountable for his moral choices.  Sin is 

never a thing to be proud of. No act is wise that ignores remote consequences, and sin always does. 

Sin sees only today, or at most tomorrow; never the day after tomorrow, next month or next year. 

Death and judgment are pushed aside as if they did not exist and the sinner becomes for the time a 

practical atheist who by his act denies not only the existence of God but the concept of life after 

death.”  

A brief synopsis from the results of sin 

 The Cause—Adam’s sin was a deliberate choice, a deliberate act of the will against a given 
law.  It was betrayal against God and open rebellion.  Not only did the fall effect Adam, but 
all of his unborn descendants.   

Romans 5:17—“17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, 
much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 
reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 

 The Curse—Man’s nature was corrupted when sin entered man; it corrupted his entire 
human nature; spirit, soul, and body.  Man became totally depraved.   

Romans 5:12—“12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—“ 

 The Cure—We were all born into Adam’s physical family—the family line that leads to 
certain death.  All of us have reaped the results of Adam’s sin.  We have inherited his guilt, 
the tendency to sin and God’s punishment.  But because of Jesus, we can trade judgment for 
forgiveness, and we trade our sin for Jesus’ righteousness.  Christ offers us the opportunity 
to be born into his spiritual family—the family line that begins with forgiveness and leads to 
eternal life.  If we do nothing, we have death through Adam; but if we come to God by faith, 
we have life through Christ. 

Romans 5:18-19—“18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act 
of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man's 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be 
made righteous.” 


