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A quick review: 

So far in Corinthians, Paul has discussed: 

 Thankfulness for those God has saved 

 Division in the Church 

 The Preaching of the Cross 

 The Wisdom of the World 

 His message of Christ and Him crucified 

Today, we will dig a little deeper into the Wisdom from the Spirit. 

Like some of you here today, I come from what many call a “Spirit Filled” background: 

 The gifts of the Spirit were on full display (i.e., prophecy, healing, speaking in tongues, etc.) 

 The preachers that I most admired were the ones who preached what seemed to be “deep” 

revelation from God and had top notch mic skills!  Preachers that simply preached the scriptures 

were deemed boring and lacking in anointing. 

 It is apparent that the Corinthian believers had a thing for teachers with exceptional rhetoric 

(the equivalent of those with mic skills and “deep” revelation today).  

“For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent 

wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.” (1 Corinthians 1:17, ESV)  

 Paul goes through great lengths to disassociate himself from any trace of the great orators of 

the day.  Why?  Because it would empty the cross of its power to save (1 Cor. 1:17b). 

What is our goal today? 

1. Encourage CRCC to take note of our dependence on God the Holy Spirit. 

2. Cause CRCC to examine the approach of our personal disciple making efforts. 

Digging into today’s text (1 Cor. 2:6-16) 

The word wisdom (broad and full of intelligence) is translated from the Greek word “Sophia.”  We get 

the word “sophisticated” from this word. 

 It looks like the message that Paul preached was not “sophisticated” enough for the Corinthian 

believers.  Remember, Paul’s message was Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 



 Paul is not anti-wisdom; he will define true wisdom to the Corinthian believers so that it can be 

rightly understood. 

 V6 – The wisdom that Paul imparts is for the mature only 

o Who are the mature? 

Paul contrasts the mature with the rulers of this age (civil government and religious 

leaders, V8; They crucified the Lord of Glory).  The mature are believers.  So, in this case, 

the mature are all Christians (not just adult Christians or non-babes in the faith). 

 This wisdom was decreed before the ages for our glory 

It should be clear to us that this wisdom is nothing other than the gospel (1 Cor. 1:24).  Man’s 

fall did not take God by surprise.  His plan to redeem man was decreed before creation! 

o “Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 

ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made 

known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 

obedience of faith”—(Romans 16:25-26 ESV) 

o “ . . . and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 

God who created all things,” --(Ephesians 3:9 ESV) 

o “who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of 

his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began,”--(2 

Timothy 1:9 ESV) 

 (V8) The rulers (Caiphas, Annanias, Pontius Pilate, Herod) of this age did not understand this 

wisdom. 

o Worldly wisdom resulted in these rulers rejecting God the Son and crucifying Him on a 

cross!  If that is wisdom, I DON’T WANT IT!! 

 (V9) Worldly wisdom is the result of using the eyes, ears, or feelings of the heart.  Utilizing these 

natural tools to find out the plan of God is futile! 

o The use of the senses allows one to collect and review the evidence that God exists 

(Romans 1), however, acknowledging the existence of God is not enough for one to be 

saved!    

o Jesus said, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will 

raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:44 ESV) 

o “No one can come to me,” means “no one is able to come to me” (Gk. dynamai means 

“to be able”). This implies that no human being in the world, on his own, has the moral 

and spiritual ability to come to Christ unless God the Father draws him, that is, gives him 

the desire and inclination to come and the ability to place trust in Christ (ESV Study 

Bible). 

  



 (V10) The deity of the Holy Spirit is evident in this verse.  He is able to search the depths of God!  

Paul makes sure to not take any glory from God.  He tells the Corinthian church that these things 

were revealed to us (Paul, Apollos, and Cephas) so they were not special or any better than 

them. 

 (V11) The word “understand” means, comprehend fully.  No one comprehends fully 

EVERYTHING there is to know about God’s plan except the Holy Spirit (Because He is God! ). 

 (V12) Paul, along with the other itinerant preachers, has received the Holy Spirit.  This fact is not 

just true of the Apostles, but of all believers. 

o For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and 

all were made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13 ESV) 

o You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. (Romans 8:9 

ESV) 

o In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:13-

14 ESV) 

 One function of the Holy Spirit is to help believers understand spiritual things. 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all 

things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. (John 14:26 ESV) 

 (V13) The impartation of the Spirit’s wisdom is done with words. 

Don’t fall into the trap of thinking that lifestyle evangelism alone is enough to convey the 

message of the gospel.  It is clear that the primary method of making disciples is through the 

preaching of the gospel! 

Is it possible to preach the message that Paul preached without words?   

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which 

you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—

unless you believed in vain. 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 

appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 

some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to 

one untimely born, he appeared also to me. (1 Corinthians 15:1-8 ESV) 

  



 

 (V14) The Natural Man 

o “The natural man judges this world by what he sees and explains everything by his 

perception and reasoning power. The ‘natural’ conclusion of his approach is that he will 

not welcome the gospel, but refuse and reject it. The reason for his rejection of the 

gospel is that the gospel can only be understood spiritually, and the natural man does 

not have the ability to do so.” (Pastor David Yan) 

 

 (V15) The Spiritual Man 

o “Because of what God has given to him freely, he is able to understand life. And because 

of this wisdom that he has, his life will go in a certain direction that is a puzzle to the 

natural man. Indeed, the natural man will find it strange and odd and even mad for the 

spiritual man to do what he did. The natural man cannot understand the spiritual man 

because the natural man (first and foremost) cannot understand spiritual things.” 

(Pastor David Yan) 

 (V16) Who has understood the mind of the Lord? Clearly the answer is NOBODY! 

The mind of Christ is the Scripture, written by the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit instructs us 

through the Scripture. 

Amen!! 


