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Text: 1 Cor 2:1-5 

 The cross, dear friends, is the wisdom of God! 

 Pastor Rodney really unpacked the difference between worldly or carnal wisdom and the wisdom of 
God last week. 

 Our focus this week is to make sure we really embrace the pinnacle of the wisdom of God: Christ 
and Him crucified, and to see walking in that wisdom as our goal for, living, family, message, and 
ministry. 

 In other Words, as foolish as it sounds to some, Christ and Him alone must be our focus, our vision, 
and our mission!! 

 Who He is, what He has commanded, His redeeming work, His resurrection and ascension, and His 
glorious return are the areas of Godly wisdom that form the basis of the Christian’s love, work, 
ethics, and worldview (knowledge and wisdom)!  Why? 

 
Mat 7:21-27 ESV  "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  (22)  On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?'  (23)  And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.'  (24)  "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock.  (25)  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.  (26)  And everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand.  (27)  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and 
it fell, and great was the fall of it." 
 

 And the fact that this mindset of “Christ and Him crucified” has become increasingly “foolish” in our 
age (even among “Christians”) is where I want to park today.  I’d like to encourage you to “know 
nothing” but Christ, to trust in the power of God, and to do it all in “fear and trembling.”  

 
Last week’s Text again . . . it’s so marvelous I just have to read it! 
1Co 1:18-31 ESV - For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.  (19)  For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart."  (20)  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  (21)  For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of 
what we preach to save those who believe.  (22)  For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom,  (23)  
but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,  (24)  but to those who are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  (25)  For the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  (26)  For consider your calling, 
brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth.  (27)  But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what 
is weak in the world to shame the strong;  (28)  God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are,  (29)  so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God.  (30)  And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 



righteousness and sanctification and redemption,  (31)  so that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord." 
 
More Encouragement from these wonderful Texts! 
1. Saints, we need to understand CLEARLY that the message we have been given IS NONSENSICAL to 

the world. (Folly!) (v18) 
a. The word in our Text for folly is the word moria in Greek, where we get the word “moron.” 
b. And that is about how Bible believers are being framed these days; moronic. 

2. Not only is it folly, it is a stumbling block! (v23)   
a. This literally means that religious people will trip and stumble over Christ, and . . .  
b. So called wise people will laugh and ridicule our “antiquated beliefs.” 

3. In order to engage in the current battle, you must understand WHERE WE ARE NOW.  This isn’t your 
grandmother’s America. 

a. Making decisions based on Scripture?  Nonsensical and foolish to most of the world. 
b. Proclaiming Christ as the only Savior?  Nonsensical and offensive to most of the world. 
c. Educating children based on the fear of the Lord?  Nonsensical and offensive to most of the 

world. 
d. Proclaiming and defending biblical marriage and life?  Nonsensical and offensive to many. 
e. Walking in biblical holiness out of love for God?  Nonsensical and extreme to many. 

4. In other words, it’s not just Christ and His cross that are offensive . . . what He commands is also 
offensive.  But . . .  

a. Rom 1:16 ESV  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

b. Gal 1:9-10 ESV  As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.  (10)  For am I now seeking the 
approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, 
I would not be a servant of Christ. 

5. We need to embrace the simplicity of the message and proclaim it in that simplicity, with nothing 
added or taken away.  It is just this simple; proclaim the message and build a life as given in the 
Word of God!  

6. That so-called foolishness will “shame the wise!”  We must continue to preach it, even in the face of 
“wisdom,” or “progressive thinking,” and despite the “end of the conservative era.”  Hear the Word 
of the Lord: 

a. Psa 2:10-12 ESV  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.  (11)  
Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  (12)  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 
and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in 
him. 

b. Isa 66:1-2 ESV  Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; 
what is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest?  (2)  All 
these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares the LORD. But 
this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my 
word. 

7. And let’s understand this: God will often “chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise” 
because it gives Him glory!  We who “tremble” at His Word will be chosen to take dominion and 
proclaim His Name!   

a. Never be ashamed of simply proclaiming His Word and standing upon it! 
b. Never fret that evil doers seem to prosper! 
c. Christ is our wisdom and our boast! (vv 1:30-31) 



 
First Century Mindset Concerning Crucifixion 
1. I’m not sure there could have been a more difficult Kingdom mission to accomplish than to tell 

people living in this time to worship a crucified man. 
2. Given the history and stigma associated with crucifixion, the most “formidable barrier to faith in the 

first century” was the cross itself! –John MacAruthur 
3. “Crucifixion was a repugnant, demeaning form of execution for the rabble of society.”  It was 

reserved for the worst criminals to give them the most degrading and contemptible death possible. 
4. Mostly naked before all looking on, flogged, bleeding, and on the cross sometimes for days, dying a 

slow death of suffocation, sometimes hanging there after death for the scavenger birds to pick on.  
It was a horrible, humiliating, dishonorable way to die. 

5. Not only that, but for the Jews, to be crucified was to be cursed! 
a. Deu 21:22-23 ESV  "And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to 

death, and you hang him on a tree,  (23)  his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but 
you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile 
your land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance. 

b. Gal 3:13 ESV  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us--for it 
is written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree"— 

c. Second century Jewish commentaries said that only blasphemers and idolaters were to be 
crucified.  And Jews were supposed to believe this was the Messiah?   

6. AND YET this was Paul’s primary message! (1 Cor 2:2)  It was all he talked about!  And he didn’t even 
try to “dress it up” with oratory and catchy sayings! (1 Cor 2:1)   

a. It doesn’t even sound like Paul was that good of a preacher! 
b. In fact, he wrote, “For they say, "His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence is 

weak, and his speech of no account." 2Co 10:10 ESV   
c. And “Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every way we 

have made this plain to you in all things. 2Co 11:6 ESV   
d. Apparently, Paul wasn’t that impressive!  The number one thing they say “grows” a church 

these days (the ability of the pastor) wasn’t a strength Paul had!  Oh, what few Twitter 
followers he would have had!  

e. But here is what he did have: the power of God! 
 
Jesus Christ and Him Crucified! (1 Cor 2:1-5) 
1. Here is the truth: we proclaim a shameful, foolish, hard to believe, exclusive, no-other-truth-but-

Jesus message! 
2. We must not buy into worldly arrogance that humans know more than God!  Nor should the church. 
3. The message is Jesus Christ and Him crucified!  It is the power of God through the message preached 

that saves and delivers! 
4. Remember, the Gospel is God’s merciful answer to man’s sin and violation of His holy Law.  It is 

called “good news” because it answers man’s primary problem of eternal damnation. 
5. Our job, like Paul’s, is to preach it “in weakness and in fear and much trembling” that our hearers’ 

faith might not rest in the preacher, but in “the power of God!” (vv3,5) 
6. To “know nothing among you” doesn’t mean no other subjects were covered.  It means that the 

foundational aspect of EVERYTHING ELSE was Christ!  Oh, please understand this! (v2) 
a. It isn’t that marriage isn’t important; it’s that marriage is based on Christ! 
b. It isn’t that handling money isn’t important; it’s that stewardship is for Christ! 
c. It isn’t that modesty or worship or forgiveness or gifts aren’t important; it’s that they are all 

based on Christ! 



7. Oh, that we might “know nothing” among ourselves but Jesus Christ and Him crucified!  How 
different everything would be!  

8. And of course, the simple power of being this Christ-focused would (at least in my opinion) set us in 
place to see the power of God! 

a. What we really need is the anointing of God!   I still believe in the power of God!  Do you?  
b. So we must keep the message as “once and for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3) and 

trust in the Spirit to do His holy work in the lives of men and women! (v4) 
c. Only God can change the human heart, produce Holy Spirit driven love (Rom 5:5), and revive 

and reform our families and communities!  Only God! 
d. Our job is to “proclaim the testimony of God,” “Jesus Christ and Him crucified,” in the “Spirit 

and power.” 
 
Final Encouragements: 
“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you 
stand,  (2)  and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you--unless you 
believed in vain.  (3)  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  (4)  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures,” 1Co 15:1-4 ESV   
-------- 
My hope is built on nothing less, Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.  
 
When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil. 
 
His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found; 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the throne.  
 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, All other ground is sinking sand. 
 
Amen. 


