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Exploring the Kingdom of God in Matthew: I Never Knew You! 

 
Text: Matthew 7:21-23 

July 8, 2018 
 
The question of the text is this: “Do you truly desire to do the will of God?” 
 
I Never Knew You!  
Mat 7:21 (KJV)  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven. 
1. The word in Greek for Lord here is kurios.  It means “supreme in authority.”  Thayer’s dictionary defines it 

as “he to whom a person or thing belongs, about which he has power of deciding; master, lord,” “a title of 
honour expressive of respect and reverence, with which servants greet their master,” and “the sovereign, 
prince, or chief.” 

2. To ascribe to Jesus the title of “Lord” is to acknowledge His Lordship…His rule, authority, and power.  
3. To call Jesus “Lord” is to confess Him as your sovereign king and master.  It is to ascribe to Him fealty 

(loyalty), worship, honor, and indeed, your very life. 
4. When used properly concerning Jesus, it is an honorific that testifies to a transformed understanding of 

who He is and a willingness to submit to His rule in all areas of life. 
5. Jesus may be describing a false confession.  He seems to be saying that some will say the term LORD but not 

obey what the term implies.  These would be those who worship Him with their lips but their hearts are far 
from Him (Matt 15:8). 

 
Mat 7:22 (KJV)  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
1. Note that our LORD does not confirm that true prophecies or true spiritual works were done.  He said that 

those he didn’t “know” would claim such works.  Indeed, in context there may be a connection with false 
prophets. 

2. How sad a situation we have here!  Can you imagine “in that day” people pleading with the LORD to allow 
them into heaven based upon false works and a false relationship with Christ? 

3. Can there be a situation of true prophesy and true works done by people our LORD doesn’t know? 
4. I would submit that most of these things would be the work of wicked spirits! (2 Thes 2:8-12; Mk 13:22-23) 
 
Mat 7:23 (KJV)  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
1. So judgment falls upon the false but religious convert.  On that day, these are the four worst words in all 

creation to be uttered by our LORD: “I never knew you.” 
2. What a terrible deception…to think you know and serve Christ but do not! 
3. How might we all avoid such a terrible fate?  Let us return to verse 21. 
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He that doth the will of my Father… 
1. Those who the LORD “knows” are those whose hearts have changed to long for God’s will. 
2. In fact, those whom the LORD “knows” are those whose hearts beat similarly to His own: 
 

• Joh 4:34 (KJV)  Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

• Joh 5:30 (KJV)  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine 
own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 

• Joh 6:38 (KJV)  For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 

• Mat 26:39 (KJV)  And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

 
3. Jesus taught us to pray, “…Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done in earth, as it is in heaven."  Mat 6:9-10 (KJV)  
4. The problem is our sin nature.  From birth, we desire our own will.  It takes an act of grace and mercy on 

God’s part to change our selfish hearts! 
5. Oh that we all might thirst and hunger for the will of God (see: Ps 40:8-11, 112:1; Rom 12:1-2)! 
6. There are so many benefits and such powerful Kingdom blessing and purpose that flow from desiring 

God’s will!  Holiness!  Perseverance!  Powerful prayers (see: 1 Thes 4:1-4; 1 Pet 4:1-2; 1 John 5:13-14)! 
 
Final thoughts:  
Many people like church, like spiritual things, and may even enjoy reading/debating Scripture.  Some may 
enjoy the outward elements of Christianity; serving people, self-denial, modesty, and seeming humble before 
others.  Others may enjoy the justice aspects: defending the fatherless, taking care of widows and orphans, 
advocating for things close to God’s heart in the public sphere.  Some just love the rhythms and cadence of 
good Gospel “sangin.” 
 
But where are those who truly want God’s will to be done in all things?  Where are those whose very “food” is to 
do His will?  Where are those willing to sacrifice their agenda for His?  Are you one of those who feel and live 
this way? 
 
Let it be so LORD!  Amen! 
 
Applications for Edification and Encouragement  
Rom 14:19; Eph 4:9; 1 Thes 5:11; Jude 1:20 
1. Jesus always has a way of getting to the heart of the matter.  In your heart, do you really want to see God’s 

will done? 
2. When God’s will is different from ours, it is tempting to try to make His will fit what we want  (from last 

week, adding to, subtracting from, or changing His holy Word).  What do you do to combat this 
temptation? 

3. Consider praying and asking the LORD if there are any areas of your life out of alignment with His will.  If 
He shows you any, what will you do? 


