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The King in Conflict Pt 9: Judging the Tree 

August 11, 2019 
 
Text:  Matthew 12:33-37  
Observations 

 1. The “tree” is a metaphor, or “a figure of speech applied to an object or action to which it is not 
literally applicable.”  (“Fruit” is also a metaphor.) 

 2. Jesus is teaching on the condition of the heart, or the inner man.  The spiritual part of us. 
 3. When the tree or heart is good, good (meaning “godly) things flow from it.  When the tree or heart is 

corrupt, ungodly things flow from it. (v33) 
 4. Given what He called the Pharisees, their hearts were in the corrupt category! (v34) 
 5. In other words, they thought and spoke blasphemies against the Son and the Spirit because that's 

what was in their hearts. 
 6. This is a biblical truth: “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.”  What is “in there” 

will EVENTUALLY come out! 
 7. This is why it is so important that we ask the Lord to cleanse our hearts continually.  We were born 

in sin and our hearts are wicked due to our sin nature. (Gen 6:5; Jer 17:9) 
 8. The condition of the heart is the condition of the person. (v35)  Practically speaking, we are “good 

men/women” or “evil men/women” based on what’s inside from God’s perspective.  (Ps 37:30-31; Isa 
29:13; Matt 15:16-20) 

 9. In many ways, this truth is encouraging!  It's not whether we are wealthy or poor. It's not whether 
we are persecuted or comfortable. It's not whether we are popular or unpopular.  Those things are 
important, but not nearly as important as our hearts before God.  This is why he could tell the 
church at Smyrna that despite their tribulation and poverty they were rich! 

 10. Jesus also warns us that the state of the heart is where judgment will begin.  The words that issue 
forth from the heart will be judged in the Day of Judgment, and by those words man shall be 
justified or condemned. 

 
What is biblical fruit?  

 • Jesus told His disciples, "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my 
disciples."  John 15:8 (KJV) 

 • Our LORD wants us to bear fruit.  What kind? 
 

 1. Christian Character 
 
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law."  Galatians 5:22-23 (KJV) 

 
"And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; 



2 of 3 

and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ."  2 Peter 1:5-8 (KJV) 

 
 2. Christian Works 

 
"For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God;"  Colossians 1:9-10 (KJV) 

 
Prayer, preaching, teaching, study, serving our families, church and others and working hard 
with integrity would qualify.  Being “doers” not hearers only. (Jam 1:22) 

 
 3. Christian Evangelism and Discipleship 

 
"For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. What fruit had ye then in those 
things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. But now being made free from sin, 
and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. For the wages of 
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."  Romans 6:20-23 (KJV) 
 
"The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise."  Proverbs 11:30 (KJV) 

 
 4. Christian Praise and Worship 

 
"By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving 
thanks to his name."  Hebrews 13:15 (KJV) 

 
 5. Christian Generosity 

 
"But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia 
to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. It hath pleased them verily; and 
their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is 
also to minister unto them in carnal things. When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them 
this fruit, I will come by you into Spain. And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the 
fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ."  Romans 15:25-29 (KJV) 

 
An Exegetical Caution 

 1. One can only take any analogy so far before it breaks down. 
 2. A good tree bearing good fruit doesn’t necessarily equate to “good results” from man’s perspective. 
 3. One can preach and minister the truth of Scripture out of a pure heart and in the Spirit (good fruit) 

and it still be rejected.   
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 • The prophets preached the righteousness of God and repentance and were mostly rejected. 

 • John the Baptist, from a pure heart, made straight the pathways of the LORD and was beheaded. 

 • In our context, Jesus cast out a demon out of love (good fruit) and was blasphemed.  Indeed, 
everything our Lord did was good fruit: His preaching and teaching, His prayers, His healings and 
His sacrifice…yes, abundantly good fruit!  They put him on a cross. 

 • The disciples preached the Gospel in Jerusalem with power, signs and wonders…good fruit from 
good trees!  They were arrested and beaten.  Eventually, most were killed! 

 
 4. Therefore, we must be careful when judging what is “good fruit” by man’s response.  Beware of 

pragmatism! (Pragmatism as a philosophy is “an approach that assesses the truth of meaning of 
theories or beliefs in terms of the success of their practical application.”)   

 5. Better to judge trees and fruit by Scripture alone! 
 
Encouragement:  
Be encouraged!  Some of you are advocating for the truth of the LORD out of pure hearts and a sincere 
desire to please Him, but you have not yet seen the fruit of your labor.  To use another biblical analogy: 
remember that you are simply a planter, or perhaps a waterer.  God alone gives the increase! (1 Cor 3:6)  
Trust Him! 
 
Oh LORD, cleanse our hearts!  Help us to abide in You and bear fruit that remains!  (John 15:4, 16) 
 
Amen! 


