
 

 

 
Pursuing the Pattern for Church Discipline Pt 7: The New Testament Discipline Passages 

CRCC Bible Study, August 17, 2017 
 
A Reminder of the heart of Discipline: 

2Co 13:1-10  This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses 

shall every word be established.  2  I told you before, and foretell you, as if I were present, the 

second time; and being absent now I write to them which heretofore have sinned, and to all 

other, that, if I come again, I will not spare:  3  Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, 

which to you-ward is not weak, but is mighty in you.  4  For though he was crucified through 

weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with 

him by the power of God toward you.  5  Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove 

your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 

reprobates?  6  But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates.  7  Now I pray to God 

that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is 

honest, though we be as reprobates.  8  For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the 

truth.  9  For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: and this also we wish, even 

your perfection.  10  Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I should use 

sharpness, according to the power which the Lord hath given me to edification, and not to 
destruction. 
 
Proposition: Biblical discipline (God’s correction) continues in the New Testament, as 
God still desires a positionally AND practically holy people for Himself.  Love and 
Redemption remain the foundation of Church Discipline, as does God’s desire to be 
glorified among His people. 
 
Last week, we read a few instances of New Testament Church Discipline (Ananias and 
Sapphira, the perverted man in 1 Cor 5, and our LORD’s Words to the seven churches in 
Revelation).  Tonight, let’s look at the “discipline” precepts in the New Testament. 
 
New Testament Precepts and Patterns: 

Mat 18:15-20  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 

between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  16  But if he 

will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 

witnesses every word may be established.  17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto 

the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a 

publican.  18  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  19  Again I say unto 

you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be 

done for them of my Father which is in heaven.  20  For where two or three are gathered 

together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 
 

• Jesus Himself lays out a pattern that if followed, would take care of the vast majority of 
discipline. 

• In fact, if brothers and sisters behaved this way when unrepentant sin was discovered or 
when there was an offense, churches would be much healthier and fewer would fall away. 

• The Matt 18 Pattern: 
1. Go to the offender, just the two of you. 



 

 

2. If that doesn’t work, take one or two more wise brothers/sisters as witnesses and 
mediators. 

3. If that fails, come before the church. (In most cases, this would mean the deacons or 
elders.  Exposure before the whole church seems to be reserved for cases of 
excommunication and rebellious elders.  See below.) 

4. If the offender fails to hear the church, the relationship is ended.  Depending, there 
may even be cause for excommunication. 

 

• Note that this process has Kingdom authority.  The Binding and Loosing we often refer to in 
a spiritual warfare context is actually about heavenly ratification of the church discipline 
process! (As is the “two or three gathered” reference.) 

• This is serious friends.  As we saw last week, Jesus sees and knows everything that 
transpires in His churches.  He apparently brings His own power to bear when discipline is 
rightly administered. 

 

Rom 16:17-18  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences 

contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.  18  For they that are such 

serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches 
deceive the hearts of the simple. 
 

• These verses apply specifically to false teachers, and generally to anyone who presumes 
to “teach” others counter to apostolic doctrine. 

• The discipline keys are twofold: 1) Mark those that cause divisions and 2) Avoid them.  

• This implies that believers are themselves doctrinally sound AND are willing to take such 
stands for truth when called for. 

• John taught something similar:  
 

“2Jn 1:8-11  Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, 

but that we receive a full reward.  9  Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 

doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both 

the Father and the Son.  10  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, 

receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:  11  For he that biddeth him 

God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 
 

• How contrary this mindset is to the common church endeavor of actually seeking out those 
causing division! 

 

1Co 5:3-5  For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though 

I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,  4  In the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus 

Christ,  5  To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may 

be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
 

• This passage was covered last week.  We included it tonight as a reminder that 
excommunication is a tool of church discipline. 

• To be excommunicated is, from God’s perspective, to be turned over to Satan. 



 

 

 

1Co 5:9-13  I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators:  10  Yet not 

altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with 

idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world.  11  But now I have written unto you 

not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an 
idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to 

eat.  12  For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them 

that are within?  13  But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from 

among yourselves that wicked person. 
 

• From the NLT: 
 

1Co 5:9-13  When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people who 

indulge in sexual sin.  10  But I wasn’t talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, 

or are greedy, or cheat people, or worship idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid 

people like that.  11  I meant that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a 

believer yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or is a 

drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even eat with such people.  12  It isn’t my responsibility to 

judge outsiders, but it certainly is your responsibility to judge those inside the church who 

are sinning.  13  God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, “You must 

remove the evil person from among you.” 
 

• This Text is actually very clear…just difficult.   

• The key is embracing the expectation that true Christians will not casually offend God with 
blatant sin.  If therefore, one who calls himself a true believer lives in this manner, part of 
the discipline is “not to keep” his company, or associate with him. 

• Contrary to popular opinion, there is a form of judgment (or making decisions about 
actions) that MUST exist within a properly functioning local Body of believers.  William 
MacDonald captures my sentiments exactly: 

 

5:12 Paul's two questions in verse 12 mean that Christians are not responsible for the judgment of 

the unsaved. Wicked men in the world about us will be brought into judgment by the Lord Himself 

in a coming day. But we do have a responsibility as far as judging those who are inside the 

confines of the church. It is the duty of the local church to exercise godly discipline. 

Again, if it is objected that the Lord taught, “Judge not that you be not judged,” we would reply that 

there He is speaking about motives. We are not to judge men's motives because we are not 

competent for that type of judgment. But the word of God is equally clear that we are to judge 

known sin in the assembly of God so as to maintain its reputation for holiness and so as to restore 

the offending brother to fellowship with the Lord. 

5:13 Paul explains that God will take care of the judgment of those who are outside, that is, of the 

unsaved. In the meantime, the Corinthians should exercise the judgment which God has committed 

to them by putting away the evil person from among themselves. This calls for a public 

announcement in the church that this brother is no longer in fellowship. The announcement should 

be made in genuine sorrow and humiliation and should be followed by continual prayer for the 

spiritual restoration of the wanderer. 

 

• This discipline wasn’t unique to Corinth.  Next verse…. 



 

 

 

2Th 3:6-15  Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the 

tradition which he received of us.  7  For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we 

behaved not ourselves disorderly among you;  8  Neither did we eat any man's bread for 

nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable 

to any of you:  9  Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample 

unto you to follow us.  10  For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that 

if any would not work, neither should he eat.  11  For we hear that there are some which 

walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.  12  Now them that are 

such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and 

eat their own bread.  13  But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.  14  And if any man 

obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he 

may be ashamed.  15  Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 

 

• This admonition, though not excommunication, is still very strong.  It wasn’t just blatant 
“common sins” that brought the need for discipline.  The context of this command concerns 
those who “walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received” from the 
apostles. 

• Certainly, critical doctrines are a part of those traditions, but if we read on it seems to be 
about integrity of walk and work, about withdrawing from the lazy and the busybody 
(meddler). 

• Not only that, but Paul extends the context in verse 14 to the whole letter!  What do we do 
with that?  I’m honestly not sure. 

• Again from MacDonald: 
 

3:14 But what about a man who refuses to obey the apostle's instructions? The other 
Christians should discipline him by refusing to have social fellowship with him. The purpose 
of this discipline is to shame him for his behavior and constrain him to mend his ways. 
3:15 However, this discipline is not as strong as excommunication. Here the offender is still 
looked on as a brother. In excommunication, he is counted as “a heathen and a tax-
collector” (Mat 18:17). 
The discipline of a believer always has in view his restoration to the Lord and to the people 
of God. It should not be carried out in a spirit of bitterness or enmity, but rather in Christian 
courtesy and firmness. He should not be treated as an enemy, but rather as a brother. 

 

1Ti 5:17-20  Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they 

who labour in the word and doctrine.  18  For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox 

that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.  19  Against an elder 

receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.  20  Them that sin rebuke before 

all, that others also may fear. 
 

• In the NT, there is a principle: “To whom much is given, much is required.” (Lk 12:48)  This 
certainly applies to one who would under-shepherd God’s people. 

• He gets both the benefit of the doubt (unless there are two or three witnesses) AND a 
quicker public rebuke.   

ref:Mat.18.17


 

 

• The Scripture just says, “Them that sin” with no qualifiers.  Scary.  (ESV adds “persist.”  
NLT says, "Those who sin should be reprimanded in front of the whole church; this will 
serve as a strong warning to others."Mercy Lord!) 

 

Tit 3:8-11  This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they 

which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good 

and profitable unto men.  9  But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and 

strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.  10  A man that is an heretick after 

the first and second admonition reject;  11  Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and 

sinneth, being condemned of himself. 
 

• This passage puts some sense of a time limit on grace in discipline, particularly as it relates 
to sound doctrine. 

• NLT: Tit 3:9-11 - Do not get involved in foolish discussions about spiritual pedigrees or in 

quarrels and fights about obedience to Jewish laws. These things are useless and a waste 

of time.  10  If people are causing divisions among you, give a first and second warning. 

After that, have nothing more to do with them.  11  For people like that have turned away 

from the truth, and their own sins condemn them. 

• After two admonitions, the Scripture says reject.  Wow.  How do we process verses like this 
today? 

 

Heb 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for 

your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for 
that is unprofitable for you. 
 

• This verse was added to the list because all attempts at discipline will fail if there is little 
regard for church leaders. 

• Similar to a home, if members of the household will not submit to and obey Dad and Mom, 
discipline is impossible. 

• It also speaks to the need for leaders to be on one accord. 
 
Next Week…some applications for all we have learned…I hope! 
Amen. 


