
Psalms 78:1-8_A Vision for the Family 
D6 Family Sunday, August 18, 2013 

 
Text: Psalms 78:1-8 

A Few Thoughts: 
1. We know the stats on family, children, and worldview.  It’s bad.  So what are we going to do? 
2. Dear friends, Scripture is sufficient: 

a. 2Ti 3:16-17 ESV  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  (17)  that the man of God may 
be competent, equipped for every good work. 

3. This means that we’ll continue to suffer unnecessary drama and losses the more we stray from 
God’s Word!  (Psa 119:67 ESV  Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word.) 

4. That isn’t to say that following Scripture means life will be perfect; but it is to say that God’s plan 
is best, and there won’t be a revival until we return to His precepts, principles, and patterns in 
every area, including family. 

a. John 16:33b ESV  In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome 
the world." 

5. The biblical family has been under tremendous assault in America for 150 years.  Everywhere 
we turn, manhood is attacked, womanhood is attacked, marriage is attacked, male-headship is 
attacked, babies are attacked (everyone seems to think they have rights concerning YOUR 
children), and perversity is celebrated! 

6. But God’s design is SO precious.  By God’s sovereign will: 
a. Family is the first and primary jurisdiction for faith transmission, wealth, and is the 

foundation of a godly society (Genesis 1:26-28, Deut 6:1-12). 
b. As the godly family goes, so goes the Nation. 
c. God’s instructions aren’t meant to hurt us; they are meant to help us!  (Rom 15:4 ESV  

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.) 

7. But today is about HOPE!  Family doesn’t have to be ghetto, crazy, and Maury Povichy.      
a. Whether you are married or single, children or not, older or younger, black, white, asian 

or Hispanic, rich, poor, or somewhere in-between . . . God’s vision for family is best!  
Let’s “re-Imagine!”  

 

Imagine a person, totally in love with Christ and passionately grateful for His sacrifice at Calvary that 

redeemed him from sin.  Imagine the priority in this person’s life to “self-govern” according to Scripture; 
to line up every part of their life according to the precepts, principles, and patterns of the Bible; to love 
the Lord their God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength.  Imagine their passionate pursuit of 
holiness.  Imagine their willingness to die for Christ . . .  
 

Imagine a church of passionate worshippers who gather on the Lord’s Day not for themselves, but for 

Christ and His glory and worship alone, with the fullness of the Holy Spirit in their midst.  Imagine their 
love for God burning so hot they encourage each other, hold each other accountable, obey the 
Scriptures, and work to share the Gospel and make disciples both down the street and around the 
world.  Imagine if their love for Christ causes them to fight against ungodliness, to protect marriage, to 
take care of widows and orphans, to fight for the unborn, and to work to eliminate oppression.  Imagine 
a church that teaches the Word systematically, that deepens their faith though biblically prescribed 
worship forms, and that keeps families together during that most sacred time each week . . .  



 

Imagine individuals and families who are free of financial shackles, who are debt free with growing 

savings, who invest, and who see the multigenerational aspects of work and money.  Imagine people 
who work hard to fulfill the Dominion Mandate, which is the command to establish the rule of Jesus 
Christ in all areas and jurisdictions of life (the Family, the Church, and the State); the intentional 
expansion of His Kingdom by His subjects, the preaching of the Gospel, the discipling of hearts, and the 
raising up of godly generations that declare, “Your Kingdom come, and your will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.”  Imagine individuals and families with a Kingdom “work and money” vision . . .  
 

Imagine a man or husband or father who loves God with all his heart, mind, soul and strength.  

Imagine him working hard, with a long-term vision of where he and his family might be by God’s grace.  
Imagine his priestly pursuit of holiness, refusing to hurt himself and his family through his own 
unrighteousness, and his willingness to repent quickly when he fails.  Imagine how he lovingly, tenderly, 
but firmly declares God’s Word in his home and in the community.  If married, imagine how he loves his 
wife with his whole heart, how he thinks and says she’s beautiful, how he covers her, provides for her, 
protects her, and is literally willing to die for her.  Imagine how he counts it an honor to lead her, disciple 
her, and work so that she always feels safe and secure.  If a father, imagine a man who teaches and 
disciples his children.  Imagine how he protects them from ungodly influences, instructs them, and casts 
great vision for who they could be.  Imagine how he prays with them and prepares them for adulthood, 
marriage, and family! 
 

Imagine a woman or wife or mother who loves God with all her heart, mind, soul, and strength.  

Imagine her working hard, sometimes outside the house, but certainly at home.  Imagine how she 
pursues God’s long-term vision for her life.  Imagine how chaste she is, how virtuous, how modest!  
Imagine how she lovingly and tenderly instructs her children and others in the Word, much like 
Timothy’s mother and grandmother.  If married, imagine how she loves and submits to her own 
husband as to the Lord.  Imagine how she supports him, lifts him up with her words and actions, cares 
for him, and is willing to sacrifice her agenda to pursue his, seeing her role as a “helper” or a “helpmeet” 
as a honor bestowed upon her by God Himself!  If a mother, imagine her tender care for her children, 
teaching them, loving them, and caring for them, casting great vision before them about who they could 
be in the Lord, praying for and preparing them for adulthood, marriage, and family. 
 

Imagine homes filled with biblical hospitality.  Imagine open doors and open hearts, dinner tables 

filled with friends, fellow church members, laughter, Scripture, encouragement, and meaningful 
conversation . . . less television and more discipleship.  Imagine how many problems would be solved 
without a class, a program, or a counseling session through prayer, Scripture, and true Christian 
friendship.  Imagine the new friends and church members who would finally feel welcome in a covenant 
community and as a result are taught more about the tangible love of Christ.  Imagine the teachable 
moments to train children how to serve others.  Imagine life with more meaning . . .  
 
Psalms 78:1-8: A Vision for Family 

1. A God-honoring vision for family is birthed in a tender heart, open eyes, and listening ears! (v1) 
a. In other words, the Psalmist exhorts his readers to listen!   
b. Don’t skip this part!  A human tendency is to resist Godly instruction and to allow our 

fleshly desires to determine our hearing. (2Ti 4:3-4 ESV  For the time is coming when 
people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 



themselves teachers to suit their own passions,  (4)  and will turn away from listening to 
the truth and wander off into myths.) 

c. Get the sense of urgency here.  We can feel the same in Moses’ instructions in Deut 6. 
2. A God-honoring vision for family is historic. (vv2-3) 

a. We’ve fallen so far, sometimes we need to “go back” many generations . . . and to the 
Word of God to figure out how to do family. 

b. We need to recapture a sense of the historic Christian view of marriage and family 
within church history.  No, we can’t live there, but we can certainly learn from there. 

c. Jer 6:16 ESV - Thus says the LORD: "Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient 
paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls. But they said, 
'We will not walk in it.' 

3. A God-honoring vision for family is multi-generational. (v4) 
a. A father and mother must look beyond their own children.  This gives one a sense of the 

work that must be done and the strength of the foundation that must be laid. 
b. The coming generations MUST know of the glorious deeds of the Lord!  They must not 

be hidden away! 
c. The command is “fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by 

keeping all his statutes and his commandments . . . ” (Deut 6:2) 
4. A God-honoring vision for family is based on the Law of God. (v5a) 

a. Built on perfect moral foundations, a family begins to prosper! 
b. It loves God, loves each other, and demonstrates that through living according to the 

commandments! 
c. Rom 13:9-10 ESV  For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet," and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  (10)  Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

d. Out of God’s perfect commands comes a growing biblical worldview and ethic.  How 
badly this is needed! 

5. A God-honoring vision for family commands fathers to lead, teach, and disciple. (v5b) 
a. `Nuff said.  No options, dad.  If he is not present, no options, mom.  
b. Ask yourself why Satan’s attack on men has been so cruel?  God is a God of order.  In 

every jurisdiction there is order.  Attack the head, shake the family.   
6. A God-honoring vision for family involves a love for children. (v6a) 

a. Psa 127:3-5 ESV  Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a 
reward.  (4)  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one's youth.  (5)  
Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them! He shall not be put to shame when he 
speaks with his enemies in the gate. 

b. We live in a culture that kills 3000 children per day, scoffs at large families, and has 
mastered separating children from parents.  This is strongly antithetical to Scripture. (Ex 
20:13; Ps 127; Deut 6:7) 

7. A God-honoring vision for family is Christ-centered. (v7) 
a. Where should a family set its hope and focus?  In God! 
b. Therefore, how it operates MUST be built upon the commands of the God in which they 

hope! 
c. 1Pe 1:3 ESV  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 

great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead . . .  



d. When an old, rugged cross is planted in the middle of the family, it changes and 
conforms to God’s vision!  Satan works overtime TO KEEP THIS FROM HAPPENING. 

8. A God-honoring vision is prophetic. (v8) 
a. Sometimes (especially in this culture), a family must look at “their fathers,” and take 

another path. 
b. The cry of the prophet is “turn, go back, repent!” 
c. A God-honoring family at times must reject “stubborn and rebellious” ideas and 

practices from a previous generation, and be faithful to God. 
d. Although this is not always the case, many times it is.  And it ain’t easy.  Be strong and 

courageous! 
 
Jos 1:7 ESV  Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses 
my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good 

success wherever you go. 
 
Ok . . . you sold me.  What Do I Do Now?  

 From our website, www.D6Reformation.org, on the Strategy page, where there are provided 
links. 

 
Deuteronomy 6:5-9 ESV - You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might.  (6)  And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  (7)  You shall 
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  (8)  You shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  (9)  You shall write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your gates. 
 
Ephesians 6:4 ESV - Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord. 
 

1. Teach and obey the parental mandate set forth in Deuteronomy 6. 
2. Teach and live the Word at Home. 
3. Make family worship a priority. 
4. Bring back the Catechism. 
5. Develop a Family Covenant and Vision.  
6. Get fathers back in their place. 
7. Consider the effects of Government/Secular education on the minds of our children. 

 
How do I get started in Family Worship? 

 See The Tools section of www.D6Reformation.org, but here is a summary: 
 

1. Get a good Bible to teach from.  We love the ESV.  KJV, NKJV, and NASB are also great choices. 
2. Make sure you have a good study Bible.  We recommend the ESV Study Bible. 
3. Purchase a starting devotional.  We like Training Hearts, Teaching Minds by Starr Meade.  It’s 

based on the Shorter Catechism.  Note: there may be a handful of questions where we disagree 
slightly with Westminster, but it is still a great, starting tool. 

4. Gather a few hymns or get a hymnbook. 
5. Go!  Gather your family daily (or whenever you decide), read the devotional, pray together, sing 

and worship.  Done! 

http://www.d6reformation.org/
http://www.d6reformation.org/


 
Family Worship is generally one of the first and best places to reform family, and becomes the 
springboard for so many other things: 

1. Better communication and quality time 
2. Better spiritual atmosphere in the home (i.e., reading, praying, talking, serving, and perspective) 
3. Development of economic goals 
4. Greater sense of the “why” of work 
5. Platform for hospitality and discipleship 
6. Apologetics and Gospel discussions and growth 
7. Better support for your local church 
8. Stronger marriages and singleness 
9. Better fight against sin and temptation 
10. God’s Word becoming primary in the Home. 

 
How does that sound?   Start now!  

 
  



 


