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Text: James 4:1 
James 4:1 KJV  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your 
lusts that war in your members? 
 
The context of the entire epistle tells us that he is referring to a fleshly kind of quarreling that existed in 
his church. 
 
Ten Quarrels and Fights among God’s People.  Dig into these a little this week.  Can you see the 
“cause?” 

1. Genesis 3:6 ESV  
2. Genesis 4:8 ESV   
3. Numbers 16:3 ESV  
4. 1 Samuel 18:6-9 ESV   
5. 2 Samuel 15:1-6 ESV   
6. 2 Samuel 12:7-9 ESV  
7. Ezekiel 3:7 ESV  . 
8. Mark 9:33-35 ESV   
9. Matthew 23:37-38 ESV   
10. Revelation 3:17 ESV   

 
Understanding the Cause 
1. Passions in the Greek in our text is hēdonē, which means 

“lusts,” “pleasures,” or “desires.” 
2. Yes…each and every “warring passion” begins with “I!”  I 

want; I don’t think; I don’t care; I’m going to;  I’m entitled 
to. 

3. Each Bible conflict we traced can be attributed in 
some way to PRIDE!  Most of the conflicts we enter 
into have found their source in PRIDE!  The chief 
sin of the devil and the cause of man’s misery; 
PRIDE is a beast!  

4. CS Lewis wrote, “…the essential vice, the utmost 
evil, is Pride.  Unchastity, anger, greed, 
drunkenness, and all that, are mere flea bites in comparison: it was through Pride that the devil 
became the devil: Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind…it is Pride 
which has been the chief cause of misery in every nation and every family since the world began.” 

5. James has already implied as much: 

 James 1:9 ESV  Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 

 James 1:19 ESV  Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger; 

 James 1:21-22 ESV  Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  (22)  But be doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

 James 2:5 ESV  Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world 
to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 



 James 2:12 ESV  So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 

 James 3:13 ESV  Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show 
his works in the meekness of wisdom. 

 
6. Humility is a good way to sum up the answer.  Pride is a good way to sum up the root of the 

warring passions within. 
7. Jonathan Edwards said, “The first and worst cause of errors that abound in our day and age is 

spiritual pride. This is the main door by which the devil comes into the hearts of those who are 
zealous for the advancement of Christ. It is the chief inlet of smoke from the bottomless pit to darken 
the mind and mislead the judgment. Pride is the main handle by which he has hold of Christian 
persons and the chief source of all the mischief that he introduces to clog and hinder a work of 
God. Spiritual pride is the main spring or at least the main support of all other errors. Until this 
disease is cured, medicines are applied in vain to heal all other diseases.” 

8. Key point for today: The more we can humble ourselves under Christ’s authority and Word, and to 
one another in love, the more we defeat the warring passions within us and limit quarrels and 
fights. 

 
Amen. 


