
 

 

 
 
 

 
Pursuing the Pattern for Church Discipline Pt 8: Putting it All Together? 

CRCC Bible Study, August 24, 2017 
 
More Reminders of the Importance of Discipline: Gal 2:11-24; Titus 1:5-11 
Proposition: Biblical discipline (God’s correction) continues in the New Testament, as God still desires a 
positionally AND practically holy people for Himself.  Love and Redemption remain the foundation of 
Church Discipline, as does God’s desire to be glorified among His people. 
 
A Foundational Verse on Church Discipline from last week: 

Mat 18:15-20  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee 

and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  16  But if he will not hear thee, then 

take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 

established.  17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the 

church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.  18  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever 

ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed 

in heaven.  19  Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that 

they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.  20  For where two or three are 

gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 
 
Jesus lays out a pattern that if followed, would take care of the vast majority of discipline.  In fact, if 
brothers and sisters behaved this way when unrepentant sin was discovered or when there was an 
offense, churches would be much healthier and fewer would fall away. 
1. Go to the offender, just the two of you. 
2. If that doesn’t work, take one or two more wise brothers/sisters as witnesses and mediators. 
3. If that fails, come before the church. (In most cases, this would mean the deacons or elders.  

Exposure before the whole church seems to be reserved for cases excommunication and rebellious 
elders.  See below.) 

4. If the offender fails to hear the church, the relationship is ended.  Depending, there may even be 
cause for excommunication. 

 
Putting it All Together? 
First, after seven weeks, hopefully there is no doubt that the Church of Jesus Christ must be disciplined.  
We’ve looked at Old and New Testament, narratives, principles, and commands.  In attempting to forge a 
path forward, perhaps it would be helpful to distinguish the areas of discipline: 
 
1. Personal Discipline (Matt 18:15) 

• Each member of a local church must take PERSONAL responsibility to: 
 

A. Love and pray for other members 
B. Move towards them when unrepentant sin is discovered 
C. Extend patience and grace during the accountability/discipline process 
D. Keep the matter between the two of you alone 
E. Be willing to limit or discontinue associations as needed (Rom 16:17-18; 2Thes 3:6, 14) 
F. Also be willing to go to the next level (see below) 

 
Note: A word about unrepentant sin: 
Every sin hurts God and the church.  Particularly destructive sins include, but aren’t limited to: 
  



 

 

• Embracing and spreading of false doctrine   

• Adultery/fornication 

• Pornography 

• Gambling 

• Drugs/alcoholism 

• Lying 

• Abuse 

• Criminal activities 
 
2. Private Discipline (Matt 18:16) 

• Each member of a local church must take PERSONAL responsibility to: 
 

A. Not allow others to fall without a fight! 
B. Take one or two others to confront (in great love) the unrepentant brother or sister.  This also 

means one must be willing to be that one or two persons if asked. 
C. Keep the matter between involved parties alone! 

 
3. Pastoral Discipline (Matt 18:17) 

• Each member of a local church must take PERSONAL responsibility to: 
 

A. Obey and submit to that church’s pastor and pastoral team (pastors, elders, and deacons).   
B. Be willing to escalate the discipline process to the team of church leaders.  Again, this suggests 

a great amount of love for one’s brother/sister; don’t let them go easily! :) 
C. Submit to any judgment handed down by said leaders. 

 
4. Public Discipline (Matt 18:17) 

• Each member of a local church must take PERSONAL responsibility to: 
 

A. Pray for the church 
B. Be willing to hear and abide by public discipline 
C. To Elders/Pastors: be willing to be patient, love hard, and only as a last resort, announce that 

church discipline has failed and the membership of an unrepentant brother/sister has been 
revoked. 

 
Final Thoughts: 

• As we attempt, by God’s grace, to become a more disciplined church, may we always avoid having 
critical spirits.  May we never walk in “discipline paranoia” masquerading as “discernment.” 

• Paul’s admonition to Corinth seems appropriate: "Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be 

strong.  Let all that you do be done in love."  1Co 16:13-14 

• So does his Word to Philippi: "Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of 
one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than themselves.  Look not every man on his own things, but every man also 

on the things of others."  Php 2:2-4 

 
Let us pray for God’s direction for practical applications of what we have learned, including our behavior 
towards our brothers and sisters, for leaders to adjust in love, and whether or not CRCC needs an official 
policy statement at some point.  Amen. 


