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Learning from the Old Testament 
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• Over the last two weeks, we thoroughly looked at the Nature of Church discipline, using 

Hebrews 12:3-13 as a Text. 
• Now let us look at a few examples from the Old Testament. 
•  Proposition:  Biblical discipline (God’s correction) began at the Fall (leaving the 

garden, curses, death), intensified at the Flood, and continued through the Tower of 
Babel.  After God called Abraham, it took on a more “congregational” feel because 
God had called a unique people for Himself. 
• Let us look at three instances of “congregational” discipline in the Old Testament: The 

Rebellion at Sinai, The Incident at Peor, and The Sin in the Camp at Ai. 
 
A relevant New Testament Text: 1 Cor 10:1-12  
• Paul lists two of our examples (vv 7-8) and strongly admonishes the church to resist sin and 

idolatry.  The inference is this: God’s people face consequences when they sin. 
• The church is commanded to “take heed” lest any fall. 
 
The Rebellion at Sinai (Exodus 32) 
Historical Context: Israel had recently left bondage in Egypt.  The LORD delivered them with 
miracles and great power!  About two months later, God led them to Mount Sinai to give them 
His holy law for their good (Ex 19-20).  Moses spent 40 days on the mountain receiving 
instructions (Ex 24:18).  The people became frustrated with the “delay” and took matters into 
their own hands. 
 
The People’s Contempt: The people knew God’s commands and HAD ALREADY AGREED to 
be obedient… 
 

Exo 24:3-7 ESV  Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the 
rules. And all the people answered with one voice and said, "All the words that the 
LORD has spoken we will do."  (4)  And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He 
rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, 
according to the twelve tribes of Israel.  (5)  And he sent young men of the people of Israel, 
who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD.  (6)  And 
Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the 
altar.  (7)  Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the 
people. And they said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be 
obedient." 

 
God’s Correction: Not only did the tribe of Levi strap on swords and go through the camp 
killing (vv27-28), but even after Moses interceded (vv29-32), God “plagued” the people (v35). 
• Note: Leadership is critical.  Aaron is said to have let the people “break loose” (ESV) or be 

“naked unto their shame” (KJV) while Moses was on the mountain (Ex 32:25).  The NLT 



 

 

says, “Moses saw that Aaron had let the people get completely out of control, much to the 
amusement of their enemies.” 

 
The Incident at Peor (Num 25:1-9) 
Reminder of what we said when teaching through 1 Cor 10 in 2014: “All of these examples were 
meant to lovingly warn the Corinthian church about the seriousness of idolatry.  These Old 
Testament warnings were meant to inform and exhort a New Testament church!” 
 
Historical Context: Israel is still in the midst of her wilderness wanderings due to her rebellion 
of not believing Joshua and Caleb’s report (Num 13-14), waiting to enter the promised land after 
that rebellious generation died. (Note: Forty years of discipline!)  Balak king of Moab was afraid 
of Israel as they neared his territory (Num 22).  He sent messengers to Balaam (a wicked 
prophet) to curse Israel.  Although Balaam initially refused, we find out later that he was 
responsible for the trickery at Peor (Num 31:16).  Jesus, to the church at Pergamum, said 
concerning the incident: 
 

Rev 2:14  But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, 
to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 

 
The People’s Contempt: From the NLT: Num 25:1-3  While the Israelites were camped at 
Acacia Grove, some of the men defiled themselves by having sexual relations with local 
Moabite women.  2  These women invited them to attend sacrifices to their gods, so the 
Israelites feasted with them and worshiped the gods of Moab.  3  In this way, Israel joined in the 
worship of Baal of Peor, causing the LORD’s anger to blaze against his people. 
• They voluntarily accepted the invitation to idolatry!!!! 

 
God’s Correction: Public executions of the ringleaders, the deaths of the men who committed 
immorality with the women (Baal worship), and a congressional plague where 23,000 fell in a 
single day, 24,000 in total. 
 
Sin in the Camp at Ai (Joshua 7) 
Historical Context: Moses is dead.  Joshua is leading Israel and executing his charge to lead 
them into Canaan and displace the wicked nations occupying the Promised Land.  They had just 
finished a great victory at Jericho, and feeling pretty good I would think.  The walls came down 
with a SHOUT! (Josh 6) 
 
The People’s Contempt: Achan, son of Carmi, took some clothes and money: “Jos 
7:21  Among the plunder I saw a beautiful robe from Babylon, 200 silver coins, and a bar of 
gold weighing more than a pound. I wanted them so much that I took them. They are hidden in 
the ground beneath my tent, with the silver buried deeper than the rest.” (NLT) 
• It is noteworthy that ONE man’s sin derailed the WHOLE CAMP.  Verse 7:1 says the 

children of Israel committed a trespass.  Achan’s sin was attributed to the whole group! 
• Yes this is a narrative and no we don't want to draw dogmatic conclusions here…but 

maybe we should be mindful that our actions may affect the whole congregation!  
 



 

 

God’s Correction: They endured the shame of losing what was supposed to be an easy fight 
with Ai.  The perpetrator’s entire family was killed (vv24-25).  Interestingly, it took A LOT to beat 
Ai even after this (Josh 8).  What does that say about the lingering effects of sin in the camp? 

—————— 
Conclusion: Although there are more incidents we could have discussed, it is clear that God’s 
discipline existed in the Old Testament.  What we see in the New Testament (next week) is the 
same heart from God, although filled with more grace in Jesus Christ. 


