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Scripture: Matt. 26:30-56 

 

Questions to consider: 

Are you a Servant Leader or are you a Serve Me Leader? 

How can you tell the difference between a Servant Leader and a Serve Me Leader? 

 

Arrogant Leadership vs Leadership by example. 

 

 A Serve Me Leader will have a hard time getting a towel and a bucket of water and washing the feet 

of those they lead. 

 It’s simply because they are not humble enough to get into a low posture (a posture of humility) and 

serve someone that they feel should be serving them. 

 
My thoughts: 

“I’ve learned throughout 16 years of ministry at CRCC and serving Bishop McLeod, that as a leader my 

focus should be centered on Christ and not man.  If my focus was on man and not God, I would’ve been 

certain to fail.  This means in order to be a great Servant Leader my spiritual priorities have to be in 

order.   I’ve learned by watching people with the wrong motives serve to be seen, serve for recognition, 

or serve to get close to the Senior Pastor.  Because of the Lord’s faithfulness, this type of behavior will 

get exposed over a period of time. Although we as leaders are called to serve the body of Christ, we must 

be very careful not to serve with the wrong motives in our hearts. As Servant Leaders, we have to realize 

that Christ is the head of the church. When we desire to serve, it shouldn’t be to receive glory for 

ourselves from any leader, but from a heart that desires God to receive all the glory.  But when we get 

caught up in our selfish tendencies, and a leader doesn’t give us the recognition, or praise we think we 

deserve, when things are not going our way there will be confusion, conflict, competition, and chaos, and 

the Spirit of the Lord cannot dwell where there is no order. 1 Cor. 14:33 says, “For God is not a God of 

confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.” Therefore a Servant Leader must always 

maintain a manner of watching, praying, and serving. This will keep your spirit in check and connected 

to the local body in unity.” 

 
 

Some lessons we can learn from the Disciples 

 

(Matt. 26:30-35) 30) And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  31) Then Jesus 

said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, 

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32) But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 

33) Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 34) Jesus said 

to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 

35) Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the 

same.   

 

Lesson #1:  Our leader needs our humble service because it honors Christ. 

 

A. Our humble service includes checking our mirror 



 Matt. 26:30-35—Peter missed his opportunity to become strong and become victorious.  

How? He let his pride get in the way and boasted instead of listening to the Lord. 

 James 1:22-23 says, “22) But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

23) For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at 

his natural face in a mirror.” 

 James shows us a picture and compares the Word to a mirror.  The word of God reveals what 

we are on the inside, opposite of what a mirror reveals of how we appear on the outside. 

 When we as Christians look into the Word, it should give us a reflection of how God sees us 

and we should examine our hearts and confess our sins.  It’s not enough to look into the Word 

and read it, but we should also obey what we read. 

 See also Galatians 6:1-10 

 

B. Our humble service includes taking the lowest position 

 In Matthew 20:20-28 James, John, and their mother failed to grasp Jesus’ previous teachings 

on rewards and eternal life.   

 They failed to understand the suffering they must face before living in the glory of God’s 

kingdom.   

 The “cup” was the suffering and crucifixion that Christ faced.  Both James and John would 

also face great suffering.  James would be put to death for his faith, and John would be exiled. 

 Matt. 20:24 says, “When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.” 

 The other disciples were upset with James and John for trying to grab the top positions.  

Sadly all of them wanted to be the greatest. 

 But Jesus taught them that the greatest person in God’s kingdom is the servant of all. 

 Matt. 20:25-28—James and John wanted the highest positions in Jesus’ kingdom.  But Jesus 

told them that true greatness comes in serving others. 

 20:26—…”must be your servant”—serving each other is a strange statement to us, but it is 

reflecting a distinct characteristic of Jesus’ ministry.  

 Godly leadership expresses itself as a willingness to become a servant to others, not by 

exercising authority or behaving with a controlling spirit.  

 Authority is given not for self-importance, ambition, or respect, but for useful service to God 

and his creation.  It’s used to glorify God!! 

 

C. Our  humble service includes watching our pride 

 If we are not careful, our pride will make us vulnerable to falling.  

 (ESV) Prov. 16:18 says, “18) Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”  

See also Prov. 12:15 and Prov. 21:24. 

 (ESV) 1 Tim. 3:6 says, “6) not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same 

condemnation as the devil. 

 In these two passages we see that pride will make us vulnerable to falling, and humility is an 

element to have victory over sin. 

 (ESV) 1 Peter 5:5-6 says, “5) Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.  Clothe 

yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but 

gives grace to the humble. 6) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so 

that at the proper time he may exalt you…”  

 Peter warns his audience to be humble so that judgment may go well for them. 

 

(Matt. 26:36-37) 36) Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 

disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37) And taking with him Peter and the two sons of 

Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled.  



 

Lesson #2:  Our leader will select only a certain few. 

 

A. Jesus took his disciples to the garden, and told the disciples to sit while he went to pray, but he 

selected Peter, and the Sons of Zebedee to go with him.  

B. Peter and the Sons of Zebedee were no more qualified than the other disciples.  Yet, God had a 

purpose for them.  Likewise, when your leaders select individuals to serve, they do so with a 

purpose in mind.   

C. It is not our place to determine whether others deserve a position or blessings; it is the Lord’s 

decision.  In most cases, the Lord tests our hearts when he tells us to “wait.”   

 

(Matt. 26:38-39) 38) Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and 

watch with me.” 39) And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 

 

Lesson #3  Our leader will feel overwhelmed with what God is calling him to do. 

 

A. 26:38—watch with me—the Greek word gregoreo (meaning “to be awake, watchful”) it is also 

used in Matt 24:42 “Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming,” and Matt. 25:13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour” to stress 

the importance of cautiousness. 

B. It seems as if the Lord was telling them to stay awake spiritually as well as physically.  He was 

telling them to watch their spirits and pray that the enemy won’t use them to thwart the plan of 

God. 

C. Spiritual warfare requires spiritual weaponry. See also (2 Cor. 10:1-6) (Eph. 6:10-18). 

D. We have to be vigilant because God is beginning to move CRCC into its pattern house position. 

God is going to change our influences so that our voice will be heard prophetically. 

E. 26:39—This cup of suffering—in times of suffering people sometimes wish they knew the 

future, or wish they could understand the reason for their suffering. We learn from Christ that 

God is glorified in our suffering. 

F. What will you do when we are called to pray, fast, and suffer with our leader? 

G. What does it take to say, “as you will?”  It takes firm trust in God’s plans.  It takes prayer and 

obedience each step of the way.  

 (ESV) 1 Cor. 10:11-13 says, “11) Now these things happened to them as an example, but they 

were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12) Therefore 

let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.  13) No temptation has overtaken 

you that is not common to man.  God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond 

your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be 

able to endure it.” 

 The Scripture shows of God testing the faith of His followers, He did so with Abraham when 

he was about to sacrifice his son Isaac (Gen 22:1). 

 Another example is how God allowed Satan to tempt Job (Job 1:6-12).  

 Testing can build faith and character.  The limits placed on temptation in this context 

indicate that God can use temptation as a tool to strengthen believers. 

  



(Matt. 26:40-54) 40) And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, 

could you not watch with me one hour? 41)  Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The 

spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42) Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, 

“My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43) And again he came and found 

them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44) So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the 

third time, saying the same words again. 45) Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and 

take your rest later on.  See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

46) Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 47) While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of 

the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 

people. 48) Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 

49) And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50) Jesus said to 

him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 

51) And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck 

the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52) Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its 

place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53) Do you think that I cannot appeal to my 

Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54) But how then should the 

Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?”   

 

Lesson #4:  We cannot afford to be spiritually asleep while our leader is doing all the praying. 

 

A. He brought Peter and the Sons of Zebedee for emotional and spiritual support, and testing. 

B. In preparation for what lies ahead, Jesus went to a secluded place to pray.  He asked his disciples 

to pray also, but they failed to recognize the urgency of the situation and fell asleep. 

C. Matt. 26:41 “you may not enter into temptation”--Jesus indicates that the disciples need to remain 

watchful to avoid temptation. 

D. Jesus used Peter’s drowsiness to warn him about the kind of temptation he would soon face.  The 

way to overcome temptation is to keep watch and pray.  Watching means being aware of the 

possibilities of temptation, sensitive to the details, and spiritually equipped to fight it.  Because 

temptation strikes where we are most vulnerable, we can’t resist it alone.  Prayer is essential 

because God’s strength can shore up our defenses and defeat Satan’s power. 

E. Peters Mistakes: 

 He was sleeping when he should have been praying. 

 Fought when he should have surrendered. 

 Fled when he said he would die.   

 Peter boasted and didn’t realize that he denied the words of Christ.   

 

(Matt. 26:55-56) 55) At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with 

swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 

56) But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the 

disciples left him and fled. 

 

Lesson# 5:  Our leader needs our commitment to the ministry. 

 

A. 26:51-53—Peter was trying to prevent what he saw as defeat.  He didn’t realize that Jesus had to 

die in order to gain victory. 

B. Jesus teaches us true commitment here.  He demonstrated perfect commitment to his Father’s 

will through faith and obedience.   

C. The more you are committed to serve, the closer you will get to Christ.  You have to stay 

connected. 



D. (Matt. 16:24)—Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 

and take up his cross and follow me.” 

E. (Matt. 10:38)—Jesus said, “And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 

me.” 

 The cross of Christ is a great stumbling-block for many who pass as believers. 

 The cross he bore for us (1 Cor. 1:23) and the cross we are called to bear for him. Matt. 

16:24) 

F. 26:56—“Then all the disciples left him and fled.”  Here we see they abandoned Jesus and 

betrayed him. 

G. He drew Peter close to him so that he (Peter) could see his own heart.  Peter’s heart was not 

where he thought it was. 

H. Peter denied Christ three times before the rooster crowed as the Lord predicted, and it wasn’t 

until he was restored by the Lord by asking him three times “do you Love me” before he truly 

broke. 

I. You must establish trust in your leader.  After trust has been established, you must develop faith 

in your leader. When faith has been established true allegiance will follow. 

 

CRCC, my goal today was to share with you a key to successful servant ministry and that is serving only 

for the glory of God and for no other reason.  When we do this, everything will fall into place.  If you are 

not serving in any way, I urge you to get connected to a ministry and make a commitment.  I would urge 

you also, to have honor and respect for our leader.  If you haven’t, begin to pray for him and watch your 

spirit.  Say positive things about him, bless him with your time, talent, treasures, and learn to walk in 

submission.  This is only a portion of what it will take to begin a Servant Leaders walk!!  Watch, Pray, 

and Serve.   

 

Amen!! 

 

 


