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Text: 1 Corinthians 5 
Thoughts: 

1. First, thank you for your patience.    We’ve read this difficult chapter now four times! 
2. But I felt it was important to do the foundational work before trying to draw applications. 
3. We’ve learned: 

a. That true Christians and true churches should retain a level of “sin-shock;” that is to say 
we should never become comfortable with that which God calls sinful. 

b. That Biblical discipline isn’t about trying to embarrass, make power plays, or cut people 
off from fellowship just to do it.  It’s about applying enough law that hearts might break, 
repent, and that people might somehow be restored. 

c. That normative Biblical church discipline within a congregation has a restorative, 
Gospel-motive. 

d. That it is difficult for many to accept correction and submit themselves to loving 
authority. 

e. That Mathew 18:15-20 should be the pattern for most kinds of conflict resolution 
among Christians, but . . .  

f. That dealing with divisive people and false teachers is a bit different.  It’s less personal, 
less patient, and less private.  False teachers are perhaps warned once, then are called 
out and dealt with. (1 Tim 1:18-20; 2 Jn 1:7-11) 

4. I’d like to preface our thoughts on these verses today, again, with the Gospel.  It is very 
important that we see church discipline, and indeed, sin in the church through the lens of 
Christ’s Person and Work.  In fact, to miss this is to create a legalistic, harsh environment, which 
is NOT the goal! 

 
Christ’s Person 
Col 1:15-19 ESV  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  (16)  For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities--all things were created through him and for him.  (17)  And he is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.  (18)  And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.  (19)  For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell… 

 God in human flesh! 

 Creator and sustainer of heaven and earth! 

 Eternally existing; uncaused! 

 Head of the church! 

 King, Lord, Priest, Judge and Master . . . the Fullness of the Triune God! 
 
Christ’s Work 
Col 1:20-23 ESV  and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross.  (21)  And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, 
doing evil deeds,  (22)  he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you 
holy and blameless and above reproach before him,  (23)  if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and 
steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 



 A Propitiation for sin; our substitute! 

 His atoning and perfect blood, shed for our lawlessness on the Cross! 

 Called and chose sinners like us; we are reconciled to God in His Body and by His death! 

 Why?  “In order to present [us] holy and blameless and above reproach before Him!” 

 Therefore, we must “continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of 
the gospel!!” 

 
The Gospel: A Summary 
“Jesus Christ, the Son of God and God the Son, came to this earth through the virgin Mary, revealed 
the truths of God, lived the perfect life in our place, died on the cross to pay the penalty of our sin that 
we might be restored to relationship with God.  He rose again on the third day, ascended into heaven, 
and gives eternal life to those He has called who believe in Him by His grace and through faith.  Those 
who die without Him will spend eternity apart from Him in Hell.  At a future date, He will return to 
complete the restoration of God’s creation.” 
 
Now with our Gospel lenses on . . . 1 Corinthians 5.  (Some brief thoughts Verse by Verse): 
 
Verse 1 

 Again, this verse expresses the apostle’s incredulousness over this gross sin, seemingly tolerated 
in the church. 

 Application: we too should consider whether any sin is “casual” based upon the sacrifice and 
overwhelming love of our Lord in saving us!  We must not become “calloused” with respect to 
unrighteousness. (Eph 4:19) 

 
Verse 2 

 This thought concerns the Corinthian’s attitude about the man and his sin in their midst.  It was 
pretty opposite of what it should be.  Instead of pride (arrogance), there should have been 
mourning. 

 Application: We should consider our attitudes about our own and other’s sin in light of Christ’s 
atoning blood, bodily sacrifice, and birthing of His church.  We should attempt to see sin in the 
light of His mercy, love, and grace in dying for us.  It should impact us powerfully when we 
displease Him. 

 
Verses 3-4 

 The terms “present in spirit” or “my spirit is present” do not mean Paul’s spirit was actually 
there!    In my view, it is a way of saying that his authority, as the founder and as an apostle, 
still governs or presides over that church.  Therefore, his Holy Spirit inspired words and 
judgment was final. 

 Application 1:  We too must submit ourselves to the Scriptures.  Remember, when we share 
similar contexts, God’s Word to them is God’s Word to us. (2 Tim 3:16-17) 

 Application 2: Although not on the level of the Scriptures themselves, a duly constituted church 
has a measure of apostolic authority to lovingly “enforce” Biblical mandates. 

 
Verse 5 

 The man was to be excommunicated; literally removed from the fellowship of and spiritual 
protection of the church.  In Paul’s view, doing so was to turn the man over to the power of 
Satan. 



 Application: I’m trying to be careful here as to not overstate the case, but friends, the local 
church is important!  I do not recommend that any believer live outside the authority of the 
church!  Find a reasonably healthy church, JOIN, and serve! 

 
Verse 6 

 Let’s call this The Principle of the Leaven.  It describes the tendency for sin to spread.  Like an 
unchecked disease, “just a little” sin eventually takes over and destroys everything. 

 Leaven can be defined as “any agent added to a flour mixture or liquids to produce a state of 
fermentation.”  The action of leaven (like yeast, Ex 12/Deut 16:3) was to spread and cause a 
chemical change in the dough, causing it to rise. 

 Therefore, a little leaven “infects” the whole lump! 

 Application: Don’t play with sin!  Kill it!   Just as the individual must do this, so must a local 
body of believers. 

 
Verses 7-8 

 Contextually (remember “Sin city Corinth), the saints at Corinth needed to remove cultural 
thoughts, pattern, and iniquities.  And like all Christians, they needed to crucify the “old man” 
with his passions and desires. (Gal 5:24) 

 Just as every Israelite household was to slaughter a year-old male, unblemished lamb and eat 
unleavened bread for seven days to celebrate the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
(Exodus 12-14), likewise the church was to remove all spiritual “leaven” in her weekly 
celebrations of the True Passover Lamb, Jesus! 

 Again, the motive was the Passover Lamb; He has been sacrificed once and for all!  Therefore, 
the ongoing celebration of the church (fellowship, worship, work, teaching, prayers, 
discipleship, etc.) could and should be reflective of the Lamb’s purity and propitiation! 

 Application: Understand the wonderful and blessed imagery here, and act accordingly!  
 
Verses 9-10 

 In an unknown previous letter Paul gave this instruction.  It apparently didn’t take.   

 The command wasn’t to avoid ALL sinful people; that is antithetical to the commands of Christ 
to seek and save the lost! (Luke 19:10; Matt 9:13, 28:18-20; Mark 16:15, Acts 1:8)  The 
command is to avoid professing Christians who lived this way.  (Again, a little leaven . . . ) 

 
Verse 11 

 1Co 15:33-34 ESV  Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals."  (34)  Wake up from 
your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I 
say this to your shame. 

 Application: The Christian should avoid rebellious and unrepentant “believers” within the local 
church who are deceived into thinking these behaviors are ok.  Yes, not even sharing the 
intimacy of a meal with them, or in any way affirming their attitude and actions. 

 Since they are unrepentant (yet they say they have repented and believed Gospel), they are 
either false converts or apostates. 

 
Heb 10:24-31 ESV  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,  (25)  not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near.  (26)  For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of 
the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  (27)  but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a 



fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.  (28)  Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies 
without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses.  (29)  How much worse punishment, do you 
think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the 
covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?  (30)  For we know him who 
said, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay." And again, "The Lord will judge his people."  (31)  It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
 

 The goals again are redemptive: to produce shame (2 Thes 3:14) and to keep the church as pure 
as possible.  Also remember that a repentant heart changes the whole deal. 

 
Verses 12-13 

 Outsiders are already judged; it’s our duty to proclaim that! (John 3:16-21)  Those inside the 
church must be judged by the Word of God for our good! 

 Applications: With all the love you can muster by God’s grace, preach the Law and Gospel to 
the world; they are under a fearful and terrible condemnation.  And with all the love we can 
muster by the grace of God, we must bring all things under the authority of Scripture in the 
church for the glory of Christ and the purity of His bride.   

 
Amen. 


