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Teachings and Parables of Jesus Pt 4: Doing the Will of God! 
September 22, 2019 

 
Matthew 12:46-50 
 
Matthew 12:46-47 (KJV)  While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to 
speak with him. Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee. 
 

 • This seems simple enough, right?  His mother and half-brothers came to see Him.  There may have been a 
reason though.  In the parallel account in Mark, we read: 

 
Mark 3:21 (ESV)  And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, "He is out of his mind.” 

 

 • What is going on here? 
 1. In Mark, Scripture declares that after Jesus healed the man with the withered hand (Matt 12:9-14,  

Mark 3:1-6), a great crowd followed Jesus (Mark 3:7-8). 
 2. There were so many people, Jesus had the disciples get a boat ready to escape to the sea (Mark 3:9). 
 3. Scripture says, "For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had 

plagues. And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. 
And he straitly charged them that they should not make him known."  Mark 3:10-12 (KJV) 

 4. With Jesus’ ministry exploding, Mark then records our LORD going up on a mountain and calling and 
ordaining His twelve disciples. (Mark 3:13-19) 

 5. Then two very interesting verses:  
 

Mark 3:20-21 (ESV)  Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat.  21  And when 
his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, "He is out of his mind." 
 
Mark 3:31 (ESV)  And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. 

 
 6. His friends/family had heard of all that was transpiring: His powerful preaching, miraculous healings, 

casting out devils, and finally, an establishment of an authority structure.  Remember, initially, members 
of Jesus’ family did not believe He was the Christ (John 7:5).   

 7. Is it possible some of His family came to see what was going on, and perhaps persuade Him to “tone it 
down” a bit?  Again, they said at one point, “He is out of his mind!” 

 8. J. R. Miller wrote on Mark 3:20-21, “They could account for His unconquerable zeal only by concluding that 
He was insane. We hear much of the same kind of talk in modern days when some devoted follower of 
Christ utterly forgets self in love for his Master. People say, “He must be insane!” They think every man is 
crazy whose religion kindles into any sort of unusual fervour, or who grows more earnest than the average 
Christian in work for the Master.” 

 9. William MacDonald said, “It is always true that a man who is on fire for God seems deranged to his 
contemporaries. The more like Christ we are, the more we too will experience the sorrow of being 
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misunderstood by relatives and friends. If we set out to make a fortune, men will cheer us. If we are 
fanatics for Jesus Christ, they will jeer us.” 

 
Are you living in such a way that makes even family say, “Wow, they’ve lost it with this Jesus thing!”?  

 
Matthew 12:48 (KJV)  But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? 

 • Our LORD is teaching an important Kingdom truth.  He is saying, “Who is really close to me?  Who is true 
family?” 

 • John MacArthur wrote that here our LORD is emphasizing the supremacy and eternality of spiritual 
relationships.   

 • Biological family is critically important.  Much Scripture deals with roles therein, their care and discipleship, 
and the call to work towards generational faithfulness. 

 • However, the sad truth is we will not spend eternity with every member of our biological families…only with 
those who repent and believe in Jesus and subsequently have God as their Father! 

 • Question: How would life change if we embrace the family of the church in this manner? 
 
Matthew 12:49 (KJV)  And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! 

 • To drive the point home, our LORD turns to His disciples and declares them as His Kingdom kindred. 

 • Again, He wasn’t insulting His mother and brothers.  Rather, He was emphasizing something even greater 
than blood relations: spiritual family! 

 • For clarity, Kingdom Family is established not based upon DNA or physical birth, but upon faith and spiritual 
birth! (Gal 3:26; John 3:3-5) 

 
Matthew 12:50 (KJV)  For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, 
and mother. 

 • Importantly, Jesus connects intimacy with Himself to obedience to His Father’s commands.   

 • In John 15, Jesus taught as much. (John 15:7-8, 9-10, 14-15) 

 • A desire to obey God is critical to walking closely with Him.  No, we will never be perfect, but our LORD’s heart 
that we try is common throughout the Bible! (Deut 5:28-29, 10:12-13; John 14:15; 1 John 5:13) 

 
Doing the Will of God! 

 1. So a fair question might be, “What is the “will of the Father” or the “will of God?” 
 2. Broadly, the answer is “The will of God is to obey ALL that He has commanded.” 

 

 • Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (KJV)  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this 
is the whole duty of man.  14  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil. 

 • 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (KJV)  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works. 
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 3. However, I thought it might be helpful and encouraging to consider a few verses that explicitly use the “God’s 

will” terminology.  May these truths saturate our hearts and minds, and may our desire to do His will increase 
mightily!!! 

 • Matthew 18:14 

 • Romans 12:1-2 

 • 1 Thessalonians 5:15-18 

 • 1 Thessalonians 4:1-4 

 • James 4:13-16 

 • 1 Peter 2:13-16 

 • 1 Peter 3:17 

 • 1 John 5:14 
 

 4. Let us also consider the many areas where God’s will is clearly communicated in Scripture, yet many of us find 
His will difficult to obey at times: 

 • Marriage and family (Eph 5-6) 

 • Gender specific commands and role distinctions (Gen 2; 1 Tim 2-3; 1 Cor 11,14; 1 Pet 3) 

 • Stewardship (saving, giving, earning, Prov 13:22; 2 Cor 8-9; Col 3:22-24) 

 • Forgiveness (Eph 4:30-32) 

 • Gospel sharing and discipleship (Matt 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Rom 1:16) 

 • Self-discipline and consistency (1 Cor 9:24-27) 

 • Serving the Church (1 Cor 12-14; Heb 10:24-25) 

 • Personal holiness (Eph 5:1-7; 2 Cor 7:1; 1 Pet 1) 

 • Honor and humility (Rom 12:10; Matt 18:4; Jam 4:6-10) 

 • Obeying authority (Eph 6:2; Heb 13:17; Rom 13:1-7) 

 • Prayer and study (Rom 12:12; 1 Thess 5:17; 2 Tim 2:15) 

 • Serving others (1 Tim 5; Jam 1:27, 2:14-17) 
 
Final prayer:  
 
LORD Christ, please give us the boldness and strength to be, as you said, your “mothers, sisters, and brothers 
(Mark 3:35)” through our obedience to the Father’s will!  Help us to be like you when you said, “My meat is to do the 
will of him that sent me, and to finish his work!” (John 4:34) 
 
Amen! 
 

Family Worship Suggestion: read and pray through verses in #4 above as a family! :) 


