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We have dealt with some very weighty issues over the past few weeks:  
 Division in the church 
 The tendency to follow after man and not God  
 The wisdom of the world vs. the wisdom of God  
 Division in the church and church unity  
 Church unity in light of the coming judgment of God  
 Church discipline as it was administered in the early church  

 
Last week, Bishop gave us a great summation of a few of the key points of his teaching over the past few 
weeks that I have included in my notes because, frankly, I don’t believe they can be overstated.   He 
reminded us that: 
 

1. True Christians and churches should retain a level of “Sin-Shock” 
2. Biblical discipline is NOT about power plays and hurting others 
3. Normative Biblical church discipline has a restorative effective  
4. It is difficult for many to accept correction and submit 
5. Matt 18:15-20 should be our pattern 
6. Dealing with divisive people and false teachers is different 

 
Shifting Focus . . . .for a moment, a “brief” moment  
 
In our text today, we see a slight shift in Paul’s focus as he deals with another matter of great concern to 
him because of the obvious implications it presented for the church and for the ministry of the apostles 
and church leaders of that day.   
 
Sidenote: When I read 1 Corinthians I always find myself scratching my head in wonder about the mess 
this church seemed to be dealing with!  But then again, when you step back for a moment and consider 
the context of their surrounding environment, the similarities between the Church in Corinth and the 
church in America are rather striking!    
 

 America prides itself on being a melting pot of diverse cultures and backgrounds.  When Corinth 
was re-founded by Julius Caesar in 44BC, he populated the city with conscripted Italians, Greeks, 
Syrians, Egyptians, and Judean freed slaves.  So, Corinth was somewhat of a melting pot as well. 

 Hampton Roads is a major seaport, with a very transient population.  Corinth was also situated 
around a major seaport with a very transient population. 

 Sexual immorality and perversion seemed to be pretty rampant in Corinth.  You only need to turn 
on the TV and Radio for about 45 seconds to see how sexually immoral and perverse, America has 
become (and it does not appear to be getting any better). 

 Even as we deal with the issue Paul is addressing today, I think you will also find some very 
striking similarities. 
 

 
 



Establishing the Context 
 
As we enter the discussion in chapter 6, it reads as if Paul was on a tirade of sorts.  He had just spent all of 
Chapter 5 chastising the leadership for not dealing properly with sexually immoral behavior that was 
happening right in the church.  So, when Paul raises this issue about believers taking each other to court, 
it comes across like one of those, “Oh, and another thing . . . ” kind of statements!  
 
Verse 1 in King James reads as follows: 
 
“Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to the law before the unrighteous and not before the 
saints?”   
 
In our vernacular today, we might express it, “How dare you have a matter against another and go to the 
law before the unrighteous and not before the saints? What is wrong with you (added for emphasis)?!!”    
 
The Roman Legal System 101 
 
During this period, Corinth was a colony of Rome.  This meant that Corinth’s court system was modeled 
after the Roman legal system.  There were 2 types of systems in place: 

1. The Jury System.  This system was commonly used to settle the “more serious “criminal cases. 
2. The Formulary System.  This system was more representative of a civil court as we know it today, 

in that it dealt with the lesser crimes, the more trivial matters.  This most likely was the system 
that Paul was addressing in today’s text.    

3. The Formulary System typically followed a two-stage process: 
a. A plaintiff initiated proceedings by approaching the magistrate and requesting a suit. If the 

magistrate were satisfied with the case, the plaintiff would then issue a private summons 
for the defendant to appear before the magistrate to answer a charge. 

b. If the defendant accepted the charge, the magistrate would then suggest a formula  (a set 
of instructions containing the factual details of the case) which would be debated and 
agreed upon by both parties.  A judge acceptable to both parties would be selected, hear 
the case and pass a sentence. 

c. Not exactly “the People’s Court”, as we know it today, but you can see some similarities. 
 

4. It is important to note that, under this system, there was no expectation of equal standing before 
the law.    

a. Exercising legal privilege was a normal fact of the Roman judicial system and there were 
various acceptable ways for litigants to enhance their own chances for success in the courts 
(i.e., out of court settlement, bribery, etc.) 

b. This legal privilege was directly linked to a person’s status in society.   A rich man was 
given preferential treatment over a poor man in the courts based purely on the virtue of his 
wealth. 

c. Going to court in this day was far more about advancing or at least protecting one’s status 
in society than about truly & fairly resolving the conflict.    

i. The prosecution had to assess to what extent it had an advantage in social standing 
over his opponent. 

ii. The defendant needed to weigh the cost of losing public reputation if he lost the 
case. 

iii. The judge had to bear in mind not only the promotion of his own career but also 
how not to compromise the good name of the upper classes that may be in the 
plaintiff or the defendant seat. 

 



Possible punishments that could be handed down: 

a. For the more trivial matters, an “eye for an eye” policy would typically be employed. 
b. If one admitted to stealing or killing an animal or slave, he must pay the rightful owner the value of 

the property.  If he denied the action and was found guilty, he would then be required to pay 
double the value. 

c. A thief, caught in the night, could be killed provided the thief had been forewarned by a shout. 

d. A father might recover the amount of his loss of prospective profit from his son's services should 
the son be maimed. 

e. Should one slip while carrying a heavy burden and that burden does harm to another, the first 
party is culpable since he should not have over-burdened himself nor been so negligent as to walk 
on a slippery surface. 

f. If one dies from a drug administered by another, the administering person is culpable. If the drug 
is given to the victim to take himself and he dies, he is at fault. 

g.  If anyone mutilates another's limb, he should suffer the same unless he comes to a friendly 
understanding with the wounded one. 

h. Incendiaries should be killed by fire. 

i. A cleaner can press charges against one who stole clothing because the cleaner, having nothing, 
risks nothing by bringing suit. 

j. Paterfamilias could put to death his children and his slaves for any act of disobedience or 
disloyalty. 

 

Note: It is was not widely recorded some of the punishments that were administered on people of low 
status; that can’t be a good thing! 

 
Some observations and concerns for “Pastor” Paul: 
 

1. Where in this system, do you see any regard for the truth? 
2. Where in this system, is there any regard for resolution of conflict and restoration of relationship 

between brothers in Christ?  
3. What was the implication for the advancing of the Kingdom of God, if fellow Christians were 

participating in this system against one another? 
4. It was likely the most influential people in the church and, possibly, even the leaders were the 

main ones engaging in the activity that Paul is rebuking.  
5. If the leaders were still motivated by the opportunity to elevate your status in life by taking each 

other to court what did that mean for the spiritual health of the church?  
6. Did anybody read my letter to the Romans where it describes the mark of a true Christian (Read 

Rom 12:9-21)? 
 

An Expository Review 
 
Are you starting to get a sense for why Paul was incensed by the fact that professed Christians were using 
this corrupt system to resolve trivial matters between each other?  In the next few verses, Paul begins to 
establish his argument by appealing to these leaders through a series of rhetorical questions: 
 
(Verse 2,3) “Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if the world is to be judged 
by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases?” 
 
  



There are a few scriptural references that we could call on to support the statement Paul makes here 
regarding us judging the world: 
 

a. Matt 19:28, “Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on 
His glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.” 
 

b. Matt 25:31, “ When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with  him . . . .” 
 

c. 1 Thes 3:13, ” So that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all of his saints.” 

 
d.  Jude 14&15, “It was also about these that enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, 

“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousand of his holy ones to execute judgment on all and to 
convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly 
way and all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” 

 
The “judgment” being discussed in this verse is different from the judgment we discussed in Chapter 5.  
This is a reference to the final judgment and it seems clear that Christians (at least some) will have a seat 
or will be witness to the final judgment God renders on humanity and on angels.  Paul’s point is that if 
God so cherishes the saints as to give them a seat to participate in the final judgment, even if only as 
witnesses or spectators, then we ought to be smart enough to judge and resolve differences amongst 
ourselves without having to take these matters to unbelievers to settle. 
 
(Verse 4) “So, if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the 
church.” 
 
Paul is challenging the culturally established norm that these seemed unwilling or not yet mature enough 
to let go of.  He is reminding them that they are to “be not conformed to this world, but to be transformed 
by the renewing of their minds …”(Rom 12:2) 
 
(Verse 5)  “ I say this to your shame, Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a 
dispute between the brothers “ 
 
 “Shameful, Shameful, Shameful!! (Gomer Pyle voice!!)”   Whatever satisfaction the members of this may 
have derived from taking their fellow brothers to court, Paul wanted to make sure they returned to a 
proper perspective regarding this action.  Here, Paul is challenging the church on the basis of the self-
inflated, puffed up view the Corinthian church had of itself.  Paul is basically asking, “if you are as smart as 
you claim to be, why do you seem to find it so hard to settle these very trivial matters amongst yourselves 
as opposed to going to the heathens to resolve?” 
 
(Verse 6) “But Brother goes against brother and this before unbelievers!” 
 
Paul’s temper seems to be flaring up again as he reflects on the utter disregard these brothers seemed to 
have for the office and authority of the leaders of the Church. 
 
(Verse 7&8) “ To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you.  Why not rather 
suffer wrong?  Why not rather be defrauded” 
 
Paul is basically stating that it is bad enough that you have lawsuits among you.  But you add insult to 
injury by taking each other to pagan courts to resolve the conflict.  He is also establishing that the church 



being above reproach should be more important to us than even our desire to be vindicated or avenged 
of the wrong we may suffer at each other’s hands. 
 
Practical Applications 
 
Now, Let’s talk practically about how we can apply the principles of this text in our lives today. 
 
 Let me clarify that I don’t believe Paul is implying in this passage that Christians should NEVER go to 

court, nor do I believe Paul is implying that Christians should NEVER take each other to court.   (Clearly, 
in matters that involve death, large sums of money . . . somebody is going to court ) 

 
 For trivial matters, Christians should exhaust all other options (Matt. 18) before even considering going 

to court and then with much prayer and seeking wise counsel proceed with great humility. 
 

 What culturally acceptable norms do we as Christians today still wrestle with? 
 

 We don’t have to be in a court of law to violate the principle that God has established in this passage of 
scripture.  When we have an issue with a fellow Christian and we take the matter to an unsaved, 
unregenerate friend or co-worker to “judge” the matter, do we not bring reproach against ourselves and 
by extension, against the church? 

 
 In this technological age we live in, where it is becoming less necessary to interact with real human 

beings in order to function in society, are we willing to do the hard work of reconciliation and 
restoration that authentic Christian relationship requires? 
 

 Do we care enough about the reputation of the church to keep church family business in the church 
even at the expense of our egos? 

 
Amen, and Amen!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

 
Today is Missions Sunday!! 

 
Thanks to all of you who are supporting our orphanage in Cambodia, Project Nanzala and the  

Harvest Assembly Food Pantry.   

 
 

 

 

 
Care Group Fellowship  

 
This Thursday at 7 pm! 

Now is the time to get reconnected to Care Group!  If you have not been going to Care Group we can help.   
Please call Pastor Meeks this week to get started again! 

(757) 548-4673 

 
 

 

 

 
Every Christian Needs a Covering 

 
Have you joined CRCC yet?  A New Member’s class is starting in 2014.   

Visit our website and click “Become A member” to get started.   

 

 
Make Every Contribution Count! 

 
Please use the provided envelope when submitting your tithe and fill in your full name and address.   

Without an envelope or complete information we cannot accurately record your contribution.   
 

 

 
 

CATECHISM 

 
Q. 90. How is the Word to be read and heard in order to become effective for salvation? 

A. For the Word to become effective for salvation, we must pay careful attention to it, prepare ourselves, and 

pray for understanding.  We must also receive it with faith and love, treasure it in our hearts and practice it in 

our lives. 

Q. 91. How do the sacraments become effective means of salvation? 

A. The sacraments become effective means of salvation, not because of any special power in them or in the 

people who administer them, but rather by the blessing of Christ and the working of His Spirit in those who 

receive them by faith.   
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