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Teachings and Parables of Jesus Pt 5: The Purpose of Parables 
September 29, 2019 

 
Text: Matthew 13:10-17  
 
Matthew 13:10 (KJV)  And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 
 • First, what is a parable? 

 1. Webster 1828: A fable or allegorical (symbolic, figurative) relation or representation of something 
real in life or nature, from which a moral is drawn for instruction 

 2. PHC: A narrative moving within the sphere of physical or human life, not professing to 
communicate an event which really took place, but expressly imagined for the purpose of 
representing in pictorial figure a truth belonging to the sphere of religion, and therefore 
referring to the relation of man or mankind to God  

 • Given these definitions (using allegories or “pictures” of truths), the disciples’ question made sense.  
“LORD, why not just speak plainly to them?” 

 
Matthew 13:11 (KJV)  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 
 • Note the awesome privilege they were given: to know the “mysteries of heaven.”   
 • Not the least of these mysteries  are the mysteries of Christ, His Gospel, and the Church finally 

revealed! (Eph 3:1-9, 5:32, 6:19)  But why? 
 
Matthew 13:12 (KJV)  For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but 
whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 

 • Matthew 13:12 (NLT)  To  those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given, and they 
will have an abundance of  knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even what little  
understanding they have will be taken aw ay from them. 

 • Is Jesus saying that His use of parables is a form of judgment…a lessoning of plainly stated truth 
because of the hardness of their hearts?  Next verse… 

 
Matthew 13:13 (KJV)  Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear 
not, neither do they understand. 
 • Apparently so!  On this verse, William MacDonald said, “Jesus distinguished between the unbelieving 

crowd and the believing disciples. The crowd, a cross-section of the nation, was obviously rejecting 
Him, though their rejection would not be complete until the cross. They would not be permitted to 
know the mysteries (secrets) of the kingdom of heaven, whereas His true followers would be helped to 
understand.” 

 • As the cynicism and conflict (and the rejection of Him) ramped up, the level of simple truths Jesus 
imparted in certain contexts went down! 
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Matthew 13:14 (KJV)  And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 
 • Jesus was referencing Isaiah 6:8-10. 
 • Isaiah was essentially, given an impossible mission from a human perspective.  He was called and 

commissioned to go and preach repentance to God’s people who, by and large, would refuse to hear! 
 • But this prophecy did not only have a “fore” fulfillment (Isaiah’s day), but also a “far” fulfillment in the 

time of Jesus! 
 • Some of Jesus’ hearers literally “saw but didn’t see” and “heard but didn’t hear!”  They thought they 

perceived or understood what was going on, but did not!  Deceived instead of perceived! 
 • What a terrible place to be…spiritually blind to the redemptive plan of God and spiritually deaf to the 

Words of His Christ! 
 • Friends, THIS CAN HAPPEN TO YOU…to all of us.  A hardening of the heart, slowly over time, can 

catch any believer out. 
 
Matthew 13:15 (KJV)  For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 
they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 
 • As we will discuss, there is nothing wrong with the seed (the Word) and, certainly in this case, nothing 

wrong with the sower (Christ).  The problem is the soil (heart of the hearer).  
 • Look at these horrible words that describe this situation: 

 
Hearts waxed gross.  This word in Greek means “to thicken, make fat, or become calloused.” 
Dull of  hearing.  This term suggests heaviness or difficulty. 
Closed eyes.  This Greek word implies an intentional shutting. 

 
 • And look at the result!  Remember this spiritual equation:  

 
HARD HEARTS = HINDERED HEALING!   

 
 • So then Jesus’ use of speaking in parables was a type of reprimand.  The purpose of parables, at least 

during this phase of our LORD’s ministry, was to bring a subtle form of judgment upon unbelieving 
Israel. 

 • Carefully consider this part of the character of God.  He loved Israel enough to send Jesus to them 
first, and yet because of His holy nature He nevertheless began to veil truth due to the hardness of 
their hearts. 

 
Matthew 13:16 (KJV)  But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 
 • Again, are your eyes and ears blessed?  In other words, are you in the spiritual place to hear the Words 

of God and truly receive them?  How would you know if you weren’t? 
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 • Ultimately, the test of whether we truly see and hear is what we do with the information.  (Jam 1:22-25, 
2:14-18) 

 • If we are truly hearing and seeing, we’ll be “converted” (v15, KJV)…we will “turn!” (v15, ESV) 
 
Matthew 13:17 (KJV)  For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those 
things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. 
 • Again, please consider the tremendous privilege WE HAVE AS WELL. 
 • If we are born again; if we have repented and believed in Jesus Christ as LORD, we ARE disciples of 

Jesus. 
 • Therefore, in some sense, we too have been given the privilege to see, hear, perceive and understand 

the words of our God.  We can turn, or be converted, in every area of our lives and expect God's 
healing and blessing! 

 • Because of the mercy of God in Christ, we don't have to walk around in deception with fat, unhealthy 
hearts, ears that don’t work right, and eyes fogged up with half-truths and deceptions! 

 • Instead, we can walk in the victory promised in another prophecy from Isaiah.  Read Isaiah 9:2-7 and 
53:1-5! 

 
Amen! 
 


