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Minister Rogers did a fine job teaching verses 1 – 8 last week.  Today’s passage is a continuation of 

Paul’s “Oh, and another thing” Statement.    I say this because today’s text begins with the conjunction 

“Or”.  Before moving on, I want to remind you who Paul’s intended audience was for this letter. 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together 

with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: (1 

Cor 1:2) 

Here are some general questions to consider: 

1. Is Paul implying that Christians are in sin when they continuously take fellow believers to civil 

court for trivial matters? Yes. 

a. He says that those who do, “wrong (act wickedly towards someone) and defraud (to 

rob)” even their own brothers! (1 Cor 6:8) 

b. He calls those who do so “the unrighteous” who will not inherit the kingdom of God. (1 

Cor 6:9a) 

“To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather 

suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? But you yourselves wrong and defraud—

even your own brothers! Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 

kingdom of God?” (1 Corinthians 6:7–9, ESV)  

2. Isn’t this simply about taking someone to court? No. 

a. I don’t think so.  Paul indicates that this is deeper than a court case.  It represents a 

complete spiritual failure between “brother” or “sister” which injures the body of Christ.  

“To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather 

suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded?” (1 Corinthians 6:7, ESV)  

b. The external works (taking a fellow believer to court) revealed a very serious internal 

problem; unrepentant sin in the heart. 

3. Should we examine ourselves? Of course! We see this over and over in scripture: 

 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 

one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 

‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and 

do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 

you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ (Matt 7:21-23) 

 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. (1 Cor 

11:28) 



 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not 

realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet 

the test! (2 Cor 13:5) 

 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if 

you practice these qualities you will never fall. (2 Pet 1:10) 

Marks of the True Christian 

Let’s look at what Paul tells the Church of Rome about Christian conduct (Romans 12:9-21): 

1. Show genuine love (v9) 

2. Hate evil (v9) 

3. Love good (v9) 

4. Show brotherly love (Fellow brothers and 

sisters in the faith) (v10) 

5. Show honor (Fellow brothers & sisters in 

the faith) (v10) 

6. Be passionate about Christian life (v11) 

7. Rejoice in hope (v12) 

8. Be patient in tribulation (v12) 

9. Be consistent prayer (v12) 

10. Contribute to the needs of fellow brothers 

and sisters in the faith (v13) 

11. Show hospitality to fellow brothers & sisters 

in the faith (v13) 

12. Bless those who persecute you (v14) 

13. Rejoice with those who rejoice (v15) 

14. Weep with those who weep (v15) 

15. Live in unity and harmony with fellow 

brothers & sisters in the faith (v16) 

16. Not arrogant or conceited but humble 

(v16) 

17. Forget and forgive (v17) 

18. Put thought into how you respond to 

wrongs (v17) 

19. Aim for peace with others (v18) 

20. Not self-avenging (v19) 

21. Show kindness to enemies (v20) 

22. Overcome evil committed against us (v21) 

 

What I am NOT Saying: 

I am not talking about sinless moral perfection (Perfectionism) in this life.  However, the belief that 

Christians can live life without obeying God’s moral laws (Antinomianism) is not Biblical either. 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (1 John 1:8) 

 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. (James 2:17) 

Walking through today’s text: 

Verse 9 – 10 - Those who live a life described in these verses are clearly declared unrighteous.  Paul 

indicates that there is no difference between these verses and “defrauding” in verse 8.   

 Unlawful sex (fornication)  (7th commandment – 10th possibly) 

 Idol worship    (1st & 2nd commandment) 

 Adultery    (7th & 10th commandment) 

 Homosexuality    (7th commandment – 10th possibly) 

 Thievery    (8th & 10th commandment) 



 Greed    (10th commandment) 

 Drunkenness    (1st commandment) 

 Slander    (9th commandment) 

 Robbery    (8th and 10th commandment) 

In this case the Kingdom of God is referring to God’s promise of future reward for those who belong to 

His kingdom. 

Verse 11 – Paul’s exhortation to his readers was to live out their new identity in Christ! 

 Washed by regeneration. (Titus 3:5) – They have been made completely clean. 

 Sanctified in Christ Jesus (1 Cor 1:2) – They have been made separate from profane things and 

dedicated to God. 

 Justified in the name of Jesus Christ – They have been declared righteous by the authority of the 

Lord, Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit. 

Amen! 

 


