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Teaching and Parables of the King Pt 2: Worse than the First 
Sept 8, 2019 

 
Text:  Matthew 12:43-45 
In my view, there are three ways to learn from this marvelous and very interesting passage: 
 

 1. Understanding our LORD’s words as a warning and a judgment upon “that generation” of 
Israelites.  That is the primary thrust of the passage. 

 2. Seeing the warning of “worse than the first” and avoiding it!  In other words, guarding against 
the declining spiritual state. 

 3. Viewing our LORD’s teaching as a reminder of the intensity of spiritual warfare. 
 
Another Judgment upon Israel 

 1. In order to clearly see that this is a declaration of judgment upon unbelieving Israel, remember the 
context. 

 2. The impetus for our LORD’s words in the previous verses was the Pharisee’s response to His healing 
the “blind and dumb” man possessed with a devil. (Matt 12:22)  If you recall, our LORD used the 
metaphor of a kingdom, city, or house divided against itself not being able to stand (Matt 12:25) as a 
reason their accusation against Him was illogical and wicked. 

 3. He also said, "Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the 
strong man? and then he will spoil his house."  Matthew 12:29 (KJV) 

 4. He now returns to His healing of the man by using this metaphor of “the man” being “the house” to 
describe Israel, in my opinion.  How? 

 • In our Text, Jesus references “a man” in v. 43; the unclean spirit arrogantly calls the man in view 
“my house” in v44. 

 • Just as the previous man had a demon cast out of him, Jesus had come to take authority over 
unclean spirits and cast them out of the larger house (Israel). 

 • Consequently, our LORD’s ministry was characterized not only by teaching and performing 
miracles, but also by consistent confrontations and victory over spiritual forces. 

 • Thus Israel (the “wicked generation,” v45) who was being cleansed of “unclean spirits” by Jesus is 
“the man” from whom an unclean spirit was cast.  Israel is also in danger!  Without believing faith 
in Jesus, the unclean spirit can and will return to reclaim “his house.” 

 5. The final situation for Israel is much worse than the first.  Once they refused to believe in Jesus, who is 
left to cast out unclean spirits?  Who is left to protect them?  The demon knows this too and brings 
friends along! (v45) 

 6. Again, the situation is “worse than the first!”  The house is now “empty, swept, and put in order.” (v45, 
ESV)  There is a spiritual vacuum since Jesus had been rejected.  This is terrible news, especially 
when there are unclean spirits wandering about seeking rest! 

 7. So our LORD is once again rebuking Israel for her unbelief.  He is warning them of a catastrophic 
spiritual state! 
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Avoiding the “Worse than the first” Sit uation 
 1. Our LORD’s words concerning “that generation” are very sad.  However, let us not think they have 

no application for the church. 
 2. The thought that sometimes God teaches, reveals, and delivers us in areas of our lives and then at 

some point we “go back” or get worse is uncomfortable for us!  Who wants to think about our admit 
that sometimes, our latter state is worse? 

 3. For clarity, for the believer we aren’t implying a loss of salvation, but rather a loss of fervor, zeal, or 
perhaps even returning to old ways. 

 4. That is the caution of “worse than the first.”  The NT consistently warns against this. (1 Cor 10:12-13; 
Gal 3:1-3; 1 Tim 1:18-20; Heb 2:1, 3:12-13, 6:4-6, 12:14-15) 

 5. When we are honest with ourselves, we will admit to backsliding being human nature. We have a 
way of starting something with energy and passion and zeal and at some point, fading. Sometimes 
rising out of the faded position is extremely difficult! 

 6. How might we avoid this?  Thankfully, our LORD gives us the prescription. 
 
Applications:  
To the church at Ephesus, Jesus said these words: 
 
Revelation 2:4-5 (KJV)  Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first 
love.  5  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto 
thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 
 
This church had done some really good things.  Nevertheless, they received this sharp rebuke.  In terms 
of their love for God, they were worse than the first.  You mean it is possible to have services, have good 
leaders, be serious about holiness, bear up during persecution, and STILL not love Him like one should?  
Sadly, yes.  Ephesus was orthodox but cold; doctrinally accurate but without passion.  Jesus is describing 
a church that in some ways was simply going through the motions.  Are right doctrines and liturgies and 
services and courageous hearts needed?  Yes!  But so is a fervent passion for God!  The church must have 
both! 
 
Ephesus is given a three-fold prescription to fix their worse than the first problem: 1) Remember, 2) 
Repent, and 3) Do the first works again!  From the Biblical Illustrator: 
 

A Church declining in moral enthusiasm must earnestly seek the renewal of its fervor. 
 1. A Church in such a condition must have a vivid remembrance of its past glory. 
 2. A Church in such a condition must have deep contrition of soul. 
 3. A Church in such a condition must repeat the loving activities of its new and early life. 

 
As appropriate, let us repent for taking our LORD for granted or simply going through the motions.  Oh 
LORD, revive us again! (Ps 85:6) 
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 • Suggestion: Make a list of some of those first works, those early feelings and actions.  Repent for 
allowing them to slip.  Then do them again!  

 
A Reminder of Spirit ual Warfare 

 1. Finally, in this Text Jesus reminds His hearers that there are such things as “unclean spirits.”  
Apparently, this spirit desires to possess humans.  Also, as we have seen in Scripture in other places, 
there might be more than one oppressing a person. 

 2. Application: be reminded of the larger battle, the unseen war.  Not to the point of paranoia, but to 
the place of watchfulness and readiness. 

 3. There are angels and fallen angels.  There are unclean spirits/demons.  We are in a constant battle, 
waging spiritual war!  

 4. Another application is obvious: FIGHT!  The battle over eternal souls and the truth of God is real.  
We have real enemies!  Ask the LORD to help you see with more spiritual eyes that you might wage 
the good warfare! 

 
Ephesians 6:10-13 (KJV)  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  11  Put on the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  12  For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.  13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
 
Amen! 


