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Text 1 Corinthians 5 

• Friends, I know we are approaching this chapter a bit differently; our usual verse by verse is next 
week.   

• Today, we want to take a look at what many consider to be THE foundational church discipline 
text, and a few more examples of church discipline and authority so we can get a feel God’s 
desire for “the purity of the church” and the various issues that can arise. 

• So again, today is more of a survey.  The goal is a full-orbed view of discipline.  Up to this point, 
we’ve learned: 

1. That perhaps we should see sin through the lens of how Christ will present His church: 
sanctified, cleansed by the Word, without spot or wrinkle, holy and without blemish. 
(Eph 5:27-28) 

2. Like Paul, we too should be shocked and dismayed at sin, in our own lives and in the 
church.  Just as we should not allow our awe of God to be lost in worship and 
obedience, we must not allow the “it is what it is” mantra to take away our distaste for 
and hatred of sin. 

3. Christ was given as a propitiation FOR sin…not so that we should continue IN sin.  To the 
extent that Christ’s sacrifice is not fully understood (or at least one is growing in 
understanding) is the extent that sin is taken lightly. 

4. That the true goal of biblical discipline is redemptive and restorative. 
5. That God disciplines those whom He loves! 
6. That Biblical discipline isn’t about trying to embarrass, power plays, or cutting people off 

from fellowship.  It’s about applying enough law that hearts might break, repent, and 
that people might somehow be restored!  

7. It takes a HUGE amount of maturity to actually accept a correction.  HUGE.  NO…I mean 
HUGE!   Beware of being a scoffer! 

• Now let’s read the landmark verse on church discipline that frames all others: 
 
Mathew 18: Some Thoughts 
Mat 18:15-20 ESV  "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  (16)  But if he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  
(17)  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let 
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  (18)  Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  (19)  Again I say to you, 
if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.  
(20)  For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them." 
 

1. Christ’s words here give us a three-fold process for church discipline. 
a. First, going to the sinner person one on one: the sinner and the sinned against.  This 

would also apply to the first one who discovers an issue. 
b. Second, taking two or three others to confront the person if the person refuses to listen.  

This follows the pattern of Deut 19:15 where 2 or 3 witness are required to establish a 
charge of wrongdoing. 

c. Third, if steps one and two fail, take it before the church.  Some view this as going 
before the whole church with the issue.  Others see it as at a minimum, taking it to 



church leadership.  Although I’m in the latter camp, excommunication is quite 
public…so the “whole church” (or at least most of them in the average sized 
congregation) would eventually know. 

d. After all this, if there is still no change, verse 17 strongly implies a removal from 
fellowship, as we see in 1 Corinthians 5:2,5. 

2. Reading this passage in light of the preceding verses (the Parable of the Lost Sheep) again shows 
the redemptive nature of church discipline.  Our King does not wish any of His little ones to 
perish! (Matt 18:14) 

a. As we saw last week, the goals would be the destruction of the flesh of the offender and 
his eventual salvation. 

b. Pauline thinking was that a person in unrepentant sin (particularly one like in our Text) 
could not be a Christian. 

c. This would cause all in that Body to fear; to examine themselves to see if they are truly 
in the faith.   

3. However, the process is relatively clear, as is the ability of the church to render discipline and/or 
declaring the forgiveness of an offense and restoring fellowship (binding and loosing). 

a. Of note, “any duly constituted body of believers, acting in accord with God’s Word, has 
the authority to declare if someone is forgiven or unforgiven.  The church’s authority is 
not to determine these things, but to declare the judgment of heaven based on the 
principles of the Word.” – John McArthur 

4. Also of note, Christ doesn’t give us a “sin-scale.”  He doesn’t say “small sins…don’t worry about.  
Only deal with the big ones.”   The issue seems to be one of the heart: whether one is 
repentant. 

5. Paul implies the same “intolerance” of unrepentant sin, no matter how “small”: “1Co 5:11 ESV  
But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is 
guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler--not even to 
eat with such a one.” 

a. Most of us would understand drawing some boundaries infront of a sexual immoral 
“brother,” but greed?  A curser (reviler)?  A drunk? 

6. Are you starting to get the feeling that the church should be as pure as possible?  And are you 
starting to get the feeling that we are supposed to deal with our issues quickly and repent and 
forgive quickly?  I am! 

7. A few more thoughts on Mathew 18: 
a. “You and him alone” should minimize gossip.  It is a two-way only deal.  If hearts are 

right, much sin and conflict is dealt with right here, and only two parties EVER KNOW! 
(v15) 

b. “Take one or two others” is the part of the process we almost always skip.  I call it a 
biblical intervention!   Of course, the selection of the “one or two” takes wisdom.  
They should be people who understand redemption, law, grace, and propriety.  They 
should also not have an agenda.  Maybe the accuser is wrong and they may have to say 
that too! (v16) 

c. “Tell it to the church.”  Again, in most circumstances, this is where the eldership gets 
involved. (v17) 

d. “Let him be to you…”  Christ’s audience would not have misunderstood what gentile and 
tax collector treatment meant.  It meant the offender is no longer welcome. 

e. Verses 18-20 are pretty serious.  Some think this authority only applied to the apostles.  
We teach that any biblical church has a measure of this authority.  However, questions 
remain.  If someone refuses to repent and simply joins another church…what then?  Are 



they “under judgment” in their new church if they remain unrepentant?  Is that even a 
sound question?  I honestly don’t know yet. 

 
A few Church Discipline examples and mindsets in the New Testament: 
 

 Act 5:1-11 ESV  But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property,  (2)  and 
with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it 
and laid it at the apostles' feet.  (3)  But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to 
the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land?  (4)  While it remained 
unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that 
you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God."  (5)  When Ananias 
heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it.  
(6)  The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.  (7)  After an 
interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.  (8)  And Peter said 
to her, "Tell me whether you sold the land for so much." And she said, "Yes, for so much."  (9)  But 
Peter said to her, "How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the 
feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out."  (10)  
Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they 
found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband.  (11)  And great fear 
came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things. 
 

--Was this so harsh due to the young age of the church?  Was God trying to establish holiness and fear 
from the outset?  If so, He did! 
 

 Gal 6:1 ESV  Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore 
him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 
 

--Redemption is still the goal! 
 

 2Th 3:10-15 ESV  For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is 
not willing to work, let him not eat.  (11)  For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not 
busy at work, but busybodies.  (12)  Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.  (13)  As for you, brothers, do not grow 
weary in doing good.  (14)  If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that 
person, and have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed.  (15)  Do not regard him as an 
enemy, but warn him as a brother. 

 
--Verse 14 brings up shame as a good thing for the rebellious. 
 

 1Ti 1:18-20 ESV  This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies 

previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare,  (19)  holding faith and a 

good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith,  (20)  among whom are 

Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to 

blaspheme. 

--Another excommunication, this time of false teachers.  Note that Paul called out names. 



 1Ti 5:19-20 ESV  Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three 
witnesses.  (20)  As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest 
may stand in fear. 

 

 Tit 1:10-13 ESV  For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially 
those of the circumcision party.  (11)  They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families 
by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach.  (12)  One of the Cretans, a prophet of 
their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons."  (13)  This testimony is true. 
Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 

 

 Tit 3:10-11 ESV  As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have 
nothing more to do with him,  (11)  knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-
condemned. 

 
--Another three-fold process, slightly different since it’s from the prospective of the apostolic leader, 
Titus.  Still, Mathew 18 could fit. 
 

 2Jn 1:7-11 ESV  For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the 
coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist.  (8)  Watch 
yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward.  (9)  
Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. 
Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.  (10)  If anyone comes to you and 
does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting,  (11)  for 
whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. 

 
--Another pretty strong warning against false teaching and teachers. 
 

 3Jn 1:9-11 ESV  I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, 
does not acknowledge our authority.  (10)  So if I come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking 
wicked nonsense against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers, and also 
stops those who want to and puts them out of the church.  (11)  Beloved, do not imitate evil but 
imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God. 

 
Final Thoughts: 
As we can see, church discipline was both simple and multifaceted.  Care and careful thought should be 
given in each circumstance as to not over or under react to a situation.  However, all doubt that God 
desires His church to reflect holiness as well as to walk in love should be cleared up. 
 
May Christ help us to do both.  Amen. 


