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Credentials - noun plural [Rarely or never used in the singular.] That which gives credit; that which 

gives a title or claim to confidence; the warrant on which belief, credit or authority is claimed, among 

strangers; as the letters of commendation and power given by a government to an ambassador or 

envoy, which give him credit at a foreign court. So the power of working miracles given to the apostles 

may be considered as their credentials authorizing them to propagate the gospel, and entitling them to 

credit. (Websters 1828) 

 Credentials are documents or a certificate proving a person’s identity or qualifications. 

o Driver’s License 

o Birth Certificate 

o Diploma 

In His infinite wisdom, God provided credentials for who His promised Messiah would be.  As many of us 

celebrate (or choose not to celebrate) the birth of our Lord during this time of year, we can all be 

encouraged and strengthened by looking at a few of His “Credentials” for God’s Messiah. 

False Messiahs.  Two of the most prominent in Jewish history can be found in the writings of 

Josephus & Justin Martyr. 

 Simon bar Kokhba (Active from 132-135 CE) 

o Led a revolt against Rome 

o Proclaimed as King Messiah by Rabbi Akiva 

o Ordered Christians to be punished unless they deny Jesus as the Christ 

o Killed when stormed by the Romans in 135 CE 

 Shabbetai Zevi (17 Century Europe) 

o Self-proclaimed Messiah 

o Arrested in 1666 by the Sultan of Turkey 

o Converted to Islam rather than face death 

A look at Prophecy: 

Some Old Testament prophecy was indirect rather than direct.  Indirect prophecies were recognized 

only after their fulfillment.  

 Micah 5:2 – Direct 

 Hosea 11:1 – Indirect 

Old Testament prophecy normally was not fulfilled the way people expected.  

 [10] Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be 

yours searched and inquired carefully, [11] inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was 
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indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. [12] It was revealed to 

them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you 

through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which 

angels long to look. (1 Peter 1:10-12 ESV) 

 Peter tells us the prophets didn’t necessarily put together what they spoke and wrote.  They 

studied their writings but didn’t know the “who” or “when”. 

 If the prophets couldn’t figure it out, then surely others couldn’t either.  By the time Jesus came 

on the scene, the religious leaders (chief priests & scribes) had such a warped understanding 

they eventually murdered the actual messiah (Jesus)! 

Mary, the mother of Jesus didn’t get it either.  

[29] But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 

might be. (Luke 1:29 ESV) 

 [19] But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. (Luke 2:19 ESV) 

Jesus’ disciples didn’t get it until after things took place.  

 [12] “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. [13] When the Spirit 

of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 

whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. [14] He will 

glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. [15] All that the Father has is mine; 

therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. [16] “A little while, and you will see 

me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” [17] So some of his disciples said to one 

another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, 

and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” [18] So they were saying, “What does he 

mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” (John 16:12-18 ESV). 

God’s revealing of prophecy is like our sanctification… Progressive  

 [9] For we know in part and we prophesy in part, [10] but when the perfect comes, the partial 

will pass away. [11] When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 

When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. [12] For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. (1 Corinthians 13:9-12 

ESV) 

In his Systematic Theology, Charles Hodge said:  

 Prophecy is very different from history. It is not intended to give us a knowledge of the future, 

analogous to that which history gives us of the past…. In prophecy, instruction is subordinate to moral 

impression. The occurrence of important events is so predicted as to produce in the minds of the people 

of God faith that they will certainly come to pass. Enough is made known of their nature, and of the time 
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and mode of their occurrence, to awaken attention, desire, or apprehension, as the case may be; and to 

secure proper effort on the part of those concerned to be prepared for what is to come to pass…. It 

follows, from what has been said, that prophecy makes a general impression with regard to future 

events, which is reliable and salutary, while the details remain in obscurity. 

Prophecy regarding the coming Messiah wasn’t so much about the Jews figuring out the exact person 

beforehand, it was given to cause them to look to the future with confidence and preparation. 

Today, the Church should find hope and rest in the fact that God will fulfill His promises. 

Most scholars say that Jesus fulfilled over 300 prophecies that can be found in the Old Testament 

 The Mathematical Odds of Jesus Fulfilling Prophecy 
The following probabilities are taken from Peter Stoner in Science Speaks (Moody Press, 1963) to show 

that coincidence is ruled out by the science of probability. Stoner says that by using the modern science 

of probability in reference to just eight prophecies, “we find that the chance that any man might have 

lived at that present time and fulfilled just eight of the 300 prophecies is 1 in 1017." That would be 1 in 

100,000,000,000,000,000. In order to help us comprehend this staggering probability, Stoner illustrates it 

by supposing that "we take 100,000,000,000,000,000 silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas. 

They will cover all of the state two feet deep. "Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole 

mass thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes, 

but he must pick up one silver dollar and say that this is the right one. What chance would he have of 

getting the right one? Just the same chance that the prophets would have had of writing only these eight 

prophecies and having them all come true in any one man." 

For the sake of time, we will look at four of these prophecies found in the 

gospel of Matthew: 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel (which 
means, God with us). 

Matt 1:23 
Isaiah 7:14 

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Matt 2:6 
Micah 5:2 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they care no 
more.” 

Matt 2:18 
Jer 31:15 

and remained there until the death of Herod. This 
was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

Matt 2:15 
Hos 11:1 
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[18] Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. [19] 

And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her 

quietly. [20] But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. [21] She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” [22] All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

[23] “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 

means, God with us). (Matthew 1:18-23 ESV) 

 Jesus’ mother, Mary, was a virgin and conceived and gave birth to a Son who is called Immanuel. 

 Glory to God!  His power and knowledge are on full display.  Never in the history of the world 

has a virgin ever conceived and given birth without the aid of a male. 

[1] Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 

from the east came to Jerusalem, [2] saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” [3] When Herod the king heard this, he was 

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; [4] and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. [5] They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 

written by the prophet: 

[6] “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 

from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” (Matthew 2:1-6 ESV) 

 Glory to God!  His power and knowledge are on full display.  False Messiah’s could make the 

claim, but none could ensure they were born in the proper place. 

[16] Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he 

sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. [17] Then was fulfilled what was 

spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

[18] “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 

refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” (Matthew 2:16-18 ESV) 

 In context, this prophecy was about the sadness of the mothers of Israel when their sons were 

taken to Babylon.  In this second fulfillment, Christ was taken to Egypt to be protected from 

Herod’s rage. 

 Glory to God!  His Omniscience is on full display!  No one can thwart the plan of God! 
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[13] Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 

about to search for the child, to destroy him.” [14] And he rose and took the child and his mother by 

night and departed to Egypt [15] and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the 

Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” (Matthew 2:13-15 ESV) 

 In context, this prophecy was a statement of fact.  God brought Israel out of the land of Egypt.  

In this second fulfillment, Matthew told how this referred to the Messiah. 

 Glory to God!  His gift of faith to Joseph is amazing!  Joseph, trusted God and led his family to a 

place of safety. 

As we close, let us look to our Savior and rejoice that the promised Messiah has come and has taken our 

sin.  Our God is worthy of our total confidence.  He is faithful and will do exactly as He said.  There are 

no fulfilled prophecies of any other religious leaders.  No one told the world that Mohammed (Islam), 

Joseph Smith (Latter Day Saints), Siddhartha Gautama (Buddhism), Wallace Muhammad (Nation of 

Islam), or any other religious leader was coming.  Give glory and honor to our God.  He has proven 

Himself worthy over and over again!  Amen. 


