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Text: Hebrews 12:28-29 

 Happy New Year one more time!  

 CRCC, before we begin another long expository series, we have a few “shorter” passages of 
Scripture we need to work through.   

 One of the areas of ministry that has been heavy on my heart is the area of holiness: our 
practical holiness and to a much greater degree, our LORD’s infinite, perfect holiness. 

 In particular, I really feel like we need to process this part of Christ’s character (He is holy) as it 
relates to: 
1. The life of the local church: how God’s holiness should impact how we interact with one 

another. 
2. The outworking of home life: how God’s holiness should affect our homes. 
3. And our theme for January: The corporate worship of the local church…how God’s holiness 

should impact our gathering. 

 To be clear, coming out of 2014 taught me many things; one of which is the power of our 
attitudes towards the LORD and His Word.   

 The writer of Hebrews speaks of reverence and awe based on the “consuming fire” nature of 
God. 

 I have one goal for this month: that we might come out of it more reverent and in awe of God, 
and that that change would impact our lives, our worship, and our homes!   

 I can think of no better way to encourage this heart-condition than to explore this character trait 
of holiness.   

 We know that “God is a Spirit, whose being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, wisdom, and truth 
are infinite, eternal, and unchangeable.”   

 Let us begin by understanding again that, “…as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all 
your conduct, since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." (1Pe 1:15-16 ESV) 

 
Some Context: 

1. Contextually, the writer of Hebrews has spent considerable time expounding on the holiness of 
God and the great salvation He offers in Christ that we too, might be accounted as holy. 

2. Right from chapter one, he declares: Heb 1:1-3 ESV  Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,  (2)  but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.  (3)  He 
is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, 

3. In chapter 3, he writes, “Heb 3:12-13 ESV  Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God.  (13)  But exhort one another 
every day, as long as it is called "today," that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness 
of sin.” 

4. In chapter four, we are told, “Heb 4:12-13 ESV  For the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  (13)  And no creature is hidden from his 
sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” 



5. And beginning in chapter five, the high priesthood of Christ is explained.  What is amazing about 
chapters 5-10 is how the ministry of Jesus is compared to both the ministry of a wonderful Old 
Testament type, a man known as Melchizedek, and the Old Testament sacrificial system.  
Indeed, Christ is shown as the fulfillment of both the “forever” priest and each and every bit of 
Temple. 

a. Heb 5:7-10 ESV  In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverence.  (8)  Although he was a son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered.  (9)  And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation to all who obey him,  (10)  being designated by God a high priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. 

b. Heb 7:22-24 ESV  This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.  (23)  The former 
priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in 
office,  (24)  but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 

c. Heb 8:1-2 ESV  Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, 
one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,  (2)  a 
minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 

d.  Hallelujah!   
6. Now, what does all this mean?  The writer of Hebrews takes GREAT pains to establish to a likely 

Jewish readership that Christ didn’t circumvent holiness, didn’t declare holiness was no longer 
necessary, and didn’t act as if God Himself was no longer holy.  On the contrary, Christ fulfilled 
the Old Testament requirements and types! 

7. It means that Christ’s ministry, ultimately, satisfied God’s holy standards!  Christ 
accomplished, by His holy birth, holy life, holy death, and holy blood, and holy resurrection 
what we can never accomplish!  

  
8. My point is this: let’s not act as if God is no longer holy.  Our holy Christ died a holy death and 

carried his holy blood the Most Holy Place in heaven and sprinkled it upon the holy mercy seat…. 
a. Heb 9:11-12 ESV  But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have 

come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not 
of this creation)  (12)  he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the 
blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption. 

b. Heb 9:21-24 ESV  And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all 
the vessels used in worship.  (22)  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified 
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.  (23)  Thus 
it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but 
the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  (24)  For Christ has 
entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 

 
9. LISTEN to this and rejoice! 

 
Heb 10:19-25 ESV  Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 
blood of Jesus,  (20)  by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that 
is, through his flesh,  (21)  and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  (22)  let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an 
evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  (23)  Let us hold fast the confession of 



our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  (24)  And let us consider how to stir 
up one another to love and good works,  (25)  not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.   

 
10. Yes!  I just wanted you have a sense of context.  The writer of Hebrews encourages his readers’ 

faith in chapter 11 by giving them examples of those who diligently sought the LORD, and 
encourages their perseverance in chapter 12.  Then he declares… 

 Heb 12:28-29 ESV  Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe,  (29)  for 
our God is a consuming fire. 

 Heb 12:28-29 KJV  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have 
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:  (29)  For our 
God is a consuming fire. 

 
Friends, 

 What would happen if we walked in a higher level of gratefulness for what Christ has done, and 
applied that to worship and life? 

 What would happen if we truly understood that we, by His grace, have received a kingdom that 
cannot be moved or shaken? 

 What would happen if we worshipped our holy God with reverence and awe and godly fear 
because we knew that He is a consuming fire? 
 

In our day, we are in danger of losing the reverence, the wonder, the amazement, 
and the respect for God in worship.  Much like our disdain for the Law of God 
(because we don’t like being told what to do), we disdain all manner of honor and 
esteem (our constant struggle with any authority)!  And much like our cultural 
misrepresentation of the Gospel, we think worship is about us!  How WE feel.  
What WE want.  What makes US comfortable?  Worship is about Him! 
 
So a Few More Questions: 
1. What if we truly saw Him as holy, or separated from any taint of sin? 

 
Lev 11:44 ESV  For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am 
holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the ground. 
 

2. What would happen if we truly saw His name as great as we lived and worshipped? 
 

Eze 36:22-23 ESV  "Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your 
sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have 
profaned among the nations to which you came.  (23)  And I will vindicate the holiness of my great 
name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And 
the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my 
holiness before their eyes. 

  



3. What would happen if we asked the Holy Spirit to truly be in our midst and guide us into acceptable 
worship? 

 
Lev 20:7 ESV  Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the LORD your God. 

 
1Th 5:19-23 ESV  Do not quench the Spirit.  (20)  Do not despise prophecies,  (21)  but test everything; 
hold fast what is good.  (22)  Abstain from every form of evil.  (23)  Now may the God of peace 
himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

4. What would happen if we humbled ourselves before Him? 
 
1Pe 5:5-7 ESV  Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, 
with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  (6)  
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you,  (7)  casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 

 
Some final thoughts 
1. From the Garden of Eden, God has always had standards of acceptability: “You may do this but not 

that.” 
2. In upcoming prayer sessions during Consecration and Sunday messages, we’ll look at Hebrews 

chapters 11 and 12 in detail.  We’ll also teach some on the Old Testament Tent of Meeting and all 
that had to be done for acceptable worship.  Of note, we are NOT trying to overlay Old Testament 
ceremonial requirements onto the church; we simply want to get a sense of the majestic holiness of 
God! 

3. Our text declares that we should be grateful; that part is normally okay with us.  But here we have a 
New Testament passage that also commands that which is acceptable.  By definition, that means 
some things are not acceptable.  The Old Testament gives us a stark example: 
 
Lev 10:1-3 ESV  Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and 
laid incense on it and offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded 
them.  (2)  And fire came out from before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the 
LORD.  (3)  Then Moses said to Aaron, "This is what the LORD has said, 'Among those who are near 
me I will be sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified.'" And Aaron held his peace. 
 

4. At issue in the New Testament seems to be the state of our hearts; and like most things, when our 
hearts change, so will our outer actions. 

5. Can we truly say that what we are offering to God in worship is acceptable?  What is the condition 
of your heart towards Christ and His worship?  What might you do differently during this 
Consecration to increase your “reverence and awe?” 

 
May the Lord help us to worship Him…acceptably. 
 
Amen. 


