
 
 
 

Offering Acceptable Worship Part 2 A Survey of His Holiness  
January 11, 2015 

 
Text: Hebrews 12:28-29 

 Last week, we said that an area of ministry that needs some attention within CRCC is the area of holiness: our 
practical holiness and to a much greater degree, our LORD’s infinite, perfect holiness. 

 We said that we need to process our Lord’s holiness as it relates to: 
1. The life of the local church: how God’s holiness should impact how we interact with one another. 
2. The outworking of home life: how God’s holiness should affect our homes. 
3. And our theme for January: The corporate worship of the local church…how God’s holiness should impact 

our gathering. 

 Our goal this Consecration is to come out of it more reverent and in awe of God, and prayerfully that change 
would impact our lives, our worship, and our homes!   

 One way to cultivate this change is to be reminded about WHO we are worshipping.  He is HOLY. 
 
A Quick Scriptural Survey of His Holiness (with a few comments): 
1. The Seventh Day declared Holy 

a. Gen 2:3 ESV  So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work 
that he had done in creation. 

b. In the New Testament, we retain the principle: One day in seven set aside for His Worship…set aside as holy 
(Col 2:16).  We note however that after the Resurrection, the Christians moved worship to the first day of 
the week (Sunday) and called it “The Lord’s Day” (1 Cor 16:2; Acts 20:7; Rev 1:10) 

2. The First Standard given 
a. Gen 2:15-17 ESV  The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.  (16)  

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,  (17)  but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
surely die." 

b. In God’s fellowship with Man, this tree was forbidden.  He gave a “don’t do.”  This is the nature of holiness: 
there is a right and an wrong. 

3. The Cause of the Flood 
a. Gen 6:5-8 ESV  The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 

the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  (6)  And the LORD was sorry that he had made man on 
the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.  (7)  So the LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created 
from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I 
have made them."  (8)  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 

b. God was so offended by the sins of man that he wiped out everybody and everything on land!  He is holy! 
4. Israel at Mount Sinai: God set apart 

a. Even though Israel was to be a kingdom of priests… 
b. Exo 19:5-6 ESV  Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my 

treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;  (6)  and you shall be to me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel." 

c. The people were NOT to approach Him… 
d. Exo 19:10-12 ESV  the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and 

let them wash their garments  (11)  and be ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will come 
down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.  (12)  And you shall set limits for the people all around, 
saying, 'Take care not to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain 
shall be put to death. 

5. The Giving of the Law 
a. The Ten Commandments (Ex 20:1-17) are perfect and holy (Ps 19:7; Rom 7:12) and reflect God’s perfect and 

holy character. 



b. Exo 20:18 ESV  Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the 
trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off 

6. God’s Holiness and Christ’s sacrifice typified by the Tent of Meeting 
a. When you can, read Exodus 25-40. 
b. Everything God commanded to be built and done displayed His holiness… 
c. From the Ark of the Covenant that held the Ten Commandments that sat in the Most Holy Place behind the 

veil, to the structure of the Tent of Meeting (Outer court, Inner court, Most Holy Place), to the bronze laver 
for washing and the altar for the slaughter of sacrifices in the outer court, to the table for bread, the golden 
lamp stand and incense altar in the inner court, to the garments of the priests…it all pointed to Christ and 
demonstrated the holiness of God! 

d. Indeed, even Aaron the priest wore a plate of gold on his turban that said, “Holy to the Lord.” (Ex 28:36-38) 
e. And everything had to be anointed with anointing oil, including the priests (Ex 40:9-16).  All of this was to be 

done to be able to offer God acceptable worship!!  He is Holy! The result was…. 
f. Exo 40:34-35 ESV  Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 

tabernacle.  (35)  And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and 
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

7. God’s Holiness as displayed in Leviticus 
a. A continuation of Exodus, Leviticus is a book about God’s holiness!  Its central theme was to teach unclean 

Israel to relate to a perfectly holy God and one another prior to Christ’s coming. 
b. It is filled with various offering requirements, laws, regulations, and lots and lots of blood as the sacrifices 

required are described!   But two passages sum up the book to me: 
c. Lev 10:1-3 ESV  Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid 

incense on it and offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them.  (2)  And 
fire came out from before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.  (3)  Then Moses 
said to Aaron, "This is what the LORD has said, 'Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and before 
all the people I will be glorified.'" And Aaron held his peace. 

d. Lev 19:2 ESV  "Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I 
the LORD your God am holy. (See also 1 Pet 1:14-16) 

8. The Captivity of Israel and Judah 
a. As Israel became established, she ultimately became divided (Israel and Judah), corrupted and idolatrous.  

God eventually caused her to be overthrown, Israel taken captive to Assyria in (722 BC) and Judah to 
Babylon in (586 BC). 

b. The prophets cried out on God’s behalf…. 
c. Hos 1:2 ESV  When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, "Go, take to yourself a wife 

of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the 
LORD." 

d. Hos 4:1-3 ESV  Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel, for the LORD has a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land;  (2)  
there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed 
follows bloodshed.  (3)  Therefore the land mourns, and all who dwell in it languish, and also the beasts of 
the field and the birds of the heavens, and even the fish of the sea are taken away. 

e. Isa 6:8-11 ESV  And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I 
said, "Here am I! Send me."  (9)  And he said, "Go, and say to this people: "'Keep on hearing, but do not 
understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.'  (10)  Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears 
heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
hearts, and turn and be healed."  (11)  Then I said, "How long, O Lord?" And he said: "Until cities lie waste 
without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the land is a desolate waste, 

f. Jer 1:14-17 ESV  Then the LORD said to me, "Out of the north disaster shall be let loose upon all the 
inhabitants of the land.  (15)  For behold, I am calling all the tribes of the kingdoms of the north, declares the 
LORD, and they shall come, and every one shall set his throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, 
against all its walls all around and against all the cities of Judah.  (16)  And I will declare my judgments 
against them, for all their evil in forsaking me. They have made offerings to other gods and worshiped the 
works of their own hands.  (17)  But you, dress yourself for work; arise, and say to them everything that I 



command you. Do not be dismayed by them, lest I dismay you before them. 
g. It was God’s people, turning away from His holiness, that brought such disaster upon them. 

9. The Coming of One who is completely Holy 
a. 1Pe 2:22-25 ESV  He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.  (23)  When he was reviled, he 

did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 
judges justly.  (24)  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  (25)  For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

b. Yes!  Our King and Christ satisfied God’s holy standards.  Christ accomplished, by His holy birth, holy life, 
holy death, holy blood, and holy resurrection what we can never accomplish! 

10. The Consummation: Men made totally Holy that we might dwell with God!  
a. 1Co 15:48-52 ESV  As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of 

heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  (49)  Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we 
shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.  (50)  I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  (51)  Behold! I tell you a mystery. We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  (52)  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 

b. Rev 21:3-8 ESV  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.  
(4)  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away."  (5)  And he who was 
seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." Also he said, "Write this down, for these 
words are trustworthy and true."  (6)  And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.  (7)  The 
one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.  (8)  But as for the 
cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all 
liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death." 

c. When our salvation is finally complete, even our bodies will be made holy!  And we will dwell with Him and 
He with us.  Hallelujah! 

 
Some Final Thoughts: 

1. Obviously, so much more could have been said.  Every book of the Bible is a study in God’s holiness in one way 
or another.  So again from last week, let’s not act as if God is no longer holy or doesn’t want us to be practically 
holy. 

2. Again, in our day, we are in danger of losing the reverence, the wonder, the amazement, and the respect for 
God in worship.  Much like our disdain for the Law of God (because we don’t like being told what to do), we 
disdain all manner of honor and esteem (our constant struggle with any authority)!   

3. Much like our cultural misrepresentation of the Gospel, we think worship is about us!  How WE feel.  What WE 
want.  What makes US comfortable.  Worship is about Him! 

4. As we have seen, from the Garden of Eden, God has always had standards of acceptability: “You may do this but 
not that.”  At issue in the New Testament seems to be the state of our hearts; and like most things, when our 
hearts change, so will our outer actions.   

5. The same questions again to hopefully arrive at the goal this month: 
a. Can we truly say that what we are offering to God in worship is acceptable?   
b. What is the condition of your heart towards Christ and His worship?   
c. What might you do differently during this Consecration to increase your “reverence and awe?” 

 
One more time: May the Lord help us to worship Him…acceptably. 
 
Amen. 


